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_ by any 72 the Fathers. Aa 3 much 
| the Types, and was a able Man among 
n, was not ſo. free Ent * 
enter far into the Suljec, or to it e ac- 
Ke to the 2 of * _ 52 che 
1 particular upon i ; "ro, not among the moſt. 
excellent Divines of the laſt Century. Mr. "Whately, 
who hath in an excellent Order ſermonzſed = 1 4 
the Patriarch Jacob, paſſes over this _—_ 
any Paſſage of his Life. By „Hal cord 

ing to his Manner, hath exc Dif#ions upon 
Hv, but doth not enter into the Goſpel > 
Mr. Mather quite paſſes over it. The pre ve 
| or 


N 153 
£3 for the moſt Part, . 
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Infidelity being ever the Cauſes of of 
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13 ook w . as much as 2 
fary {4 mike it "ore per 
treated uport ir dd, yet it He "ard 
u Part of dum Revelation ; 1 underfiand" whos 
be the principal Study of Mankind - . 

oy e e e i great] poſs; "it is 
not not lich r handted\ to uny great Pavygo 
by any of the Fathers. | Ambroſe, who wrote much 
upon the Types, and was a confiderable Man among . 
them, was not ſo free Enthuſiaſm as to be able to 
enter far into the Subject, or to handle it exquiftely, ac- 
W, to the Analogy of the Faith. Since the Refor- 
5 ation, nane chat "we can find have done any thin 

ar, or icular upon it; no, not amon 
excellent Divine of — laſt Century. . Whatel y. 
who hath in an excellent Order ſermoniſed the Life of 
the Patriarch Jacob, paſſes over this more ſlightly than 
any Paſſage of his Lib. Brſhop Hall indeed, accorg- 
ing to his Manner, hath excellent Dictions upon the 
Hiſtoa but doth not enter into the Goſpel of it; and 


Mr. Math er quite paſſes over it. The preſent Age 2 
or 


+ 


woecrhas 


[vw] | 
for the moſt Part, too much infected with In nfidelity, and the 
 Gurſe attending it, either to undertake ſuch Subjects, or 
#0 be likely to Reform with great Succeſs ; Enth 

Infidelity being ever the Cauſes of Ignorance and Con 

fron in divine Knowledge. ' The, from both theſe, 
and from Error 0 — rs t 1 
fuch Subject. There. are indeed yet in the War, 
Remtam of Men of pure Moroledge and great 
ties of Mind; but as they are not like to undertake i 1 
Subhect, whether from Indolence or Inability we will not 
2 we thought it in vain to wait for their Par- 


apo it, and have og eps Fm. 

cour 

| — 55 be ke, eee 
32 20 n Enthufiaſt ;. but' let ſober Chriſtians 


Anne be Judges, if this Jooks like the Performance of a 
Man either of an unſound Mind, e 


Late in the Faith. Bur aue have learned to deſpiſe the 
get any n ſuch Mes 

. erg ths Diſcou ed 

12 take itt Courſe; praying . ruth. to 55 
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* "Grin. XXX, 25 to the And. 


e to paſi, when Rachel 8 ag ; 
Jacob./#id.unto Laban, ſend me atvay that I may. go. on 
mine own. Place, and to n Country. Give me my Hrves 
my Children, for whom 1 bave ſerved thee; and let me. go 
for thou knotegſ my Service wwhich I have done thee. 
Laban ſaid unto him, I pray tber, if I have found favour. 
in thine Eyes, tarry: | for. 1 bave learned by Experience; that, 
the Lord hath bleſſed me for thy Sate. And be ſaid, appoint. 
me thy Wages, and I will give it. And be ſaid unte bim, 
thou knowe, bow I have ſerved thee, and how thy Cattle 
was with". * For ir mur Als which thou hadft before 1 
came, and it * now" increaſed} wnto a Mulitude; be 
12 Hince my e 
provide for mine. own Houſe 

4575 why And Jacob; ſaid, hi hah 
any Thing us f thou wilt dv this Thing for me, T4. 
feed and, Ree dre Flock; 1 pt wt 1 * all # 
ro Day, removing from thence led ple; / | 
Catth, and a 1 brown Cette amin} the She, nd a th 
ſpotted and ſpelled among the Goats: a 
my Hirt. So ſhall my Righteouſneſs anſwer for me in 5 25 47 
P one by | 


one that is--not ſpeckled and ſpotted among the Goat 
| Sheep, that ſhall be accounted Stalen with. 


d, behold, I would it might be accord 

„Ad be removed that Day the He-Goats th 

ted and ſpotted, and all the Se. Got that 
© fected und ſported, and every one that had fome. 
7 in i an all the Brown the Sheep, and gave 
them inta nbe and of his Sons.” And be ſet tbrer Days Journey 
betwizt If an jacob: and Jacob fed | the reſt of 
— pk, Aud Jacob ook bim Rods of green Poplar, 
9nd of lg 
in them, 
17 FW 
Behr hte 


appear which was in the Rods, 
122455 he bad e befote the Flacks in. 


** when the Flock cons 


10 


wg" 2 and pilled white Strakes © 


. 
WT) 


(2) 
Fo drink; that they ſbould conceive when t 
| Ain. Aud rhe” Flacks conceived before tb 
=_— brought forth Cattle ring-ftraked, ſpeckled, © and nal 
| And Jacob did ſeparate the Lambs, and ſet the Faces of the 
Flocks toward the ring-ſtraked, and all the brown in the 
Flock of Laban: and he put his own Flocks by themſelves ; 

' dnd'put them not unto Laban's Cattle. And it came to paſs 
WSbenſorver the Rronger Cattle did conceive, that Jacob 740 | 
ite Rods before the Eyes of the Cattle in the: Gutters, that 
# 4 conceive umong the Rods. But when the Cattle 

iber feeble, be put them not in: ſo. the Feebler were Laban's, 
. pr be Stronger Jacob's. And tbe Man increaſed exceedingly, 


| came to © 


and had much Cattle, and Maid Ae ond Men . 
Rr and Aﬀſes. 7", v8 


LL the Tranſadtions Od] in Holy Writ, 
in the Reaſon of Things, muſt be thought 
others 


. 2 * 
£ 1 „ 


| to be eminent and notable 
_— in ene Reſ other; both the Serip- 
ture and the Author auh it ſhould be ſo, to their 
Honour. There is one Reſpect in which, without 
Diſpute, they excelled all other Providences that have 
dome to paſs in after Times in the World 3 or their 
being Figures of good Things to come, een in the 
Times ſubject to — beſt Diſpenſation of Religion, 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation; ſo the Apoſtle ſhews them 
to be in two Places, 1 Cor. x. 11. Now all theſe 
Things happened unto them for Enſamples; and they are 
written for our Admonition, upon whom the "Ends of 
. the World are come. The Word here tranſlated Eu- 
. © ſamples, is Types in the Original, ſignifying that the 
Providences there related, and the Uke; for he doth 
not conſine the Word Types to them only, but to 
ttmdem, and the like: And it is an eminent Confirmas- 
| tion of what I here advance,” that in cülling "the 
| Ifraelites, the Iſrael after "the Fb, Verſe 1. *he 
= _ thereby cir nifies, that there is an IMabl after 


W hich "REAL * * 9 


of the Decres, Will, Sovereignty, Kn Ne” 
dom, Power, a Unchangeableneſs and Truth c God, | 


ner the Perfections of his Nature, . bu 
firm, Ground, of the Belief of the 1 Truth of ge 


5 makes 8 @ fire” ; P e 


1 


in their Condition, as * * by che Providence-of 
God, as well as in their nan poſition and Practice re- 
lated in Scripture. The Term Iſrael after the Fleſh, 
or in other Words the natural JFael,: is relative, and 
neceflarily ſuppoſes a ſpiritual Iſrael ; which can be no 
other but God's elect People under the Goſpel z 
whom the a J1ſrael was a Figure. As the 


' Apoſtle here makes the Providence of God towards 


them, a Figure of future Providence; {on Heb- x. 
1. For the Law having a Shadow of good Things to come, 
and not the very Image of the Wings, can never "with 
thoſe, Sacrifices '-whith they 'offered Year | by Year con- 
tinually, make the Comer sthereunto imper fee. He makes 
the Scripturs recording them to be {we muſt under 
ſtand it in a verbal declarative Senſe) the Sh * 
of good Things to come becauſe the Law 
in the largeſt Senſe, as we have Reaſon to think it 


| is taken here, is not confined to the Law moral and | 
- ceremonial; ſtrictly ſo called, but to fignify the whole 


Old Teſtament, conſiſting 8 Precepts, Promiles, 
Threatenings and Hiſtory z a great Part of it con- 
fiſting in Hiſtory of eminent Providences. And if at 
any Time there have been, or yet may be, Provi- 
dences either equally eminent, or excelling thoſe 
which are recorded in Scripture in ſome Reſpects; 
yet they are not figurative, or of a-prophetic Nature 


as theſe were; and in that Reſpect are inferior to 


them; as they do not contain, fuch a, N 


owl 


as. theſe figurative Providences, carried. in 


-ſbew to the World, as recorded in the Ward, By 


this Means God not only manifeſts in a Ea 
it Jays; a 


. have taken here for my Text, may be apprehended 


the more proper in Jacob, as his Father was a holy 


Leave 101 Miſſion, to the Intent, no Doubt, that 


and hard Service; 48 we undetſtand from _ 
Fats of the Account, us Ch Xxx. 38, 99, 40, & 


| 
| 
( 
| 
| 


(4) .- 
2% 4 more fure Ward of Prop hecy ; whereunto ye do 
well that" ye take Heed, as unto a Light that ſhineth in 
4 dark Place, until the Day dawn, and the Day Star 


: ariſe in your Hearti, And provides alſo for the 


onour of his Work, and the Diſpenſation of the 
ofpel. | Conſequently, this Portion of it, which I 


to be zn Account of a noted Tranſaction of God's 
facred and great Providence; and a juſt handling 
of it will evidence it to be ſo. My Text, which is 
the Hiſtory of it, contains the following Part: 
* Jaces's Defire to go home, and the Time of it, 
Verſes 25, 26. And it came to paſs, when Rachel bad 
borne Joſeph, that Jacob ſaid unto Laban, ſend me 
away, that I may go unto mine own Place, and to my 
Give me my Wives and ny Children, for 

h I have ſerved thee, and let me go: 1 
12 Service which I have dine tbee. Moſt M 
home after they have been long abſent non | 

have alſo met with AMi&ions from” Fun 7 
Jus did And this Temper of Mind was ſo much 


Man, and had been the beſt of Fathers to him; 
and that he himſelf was a Figure of Chrift, who after 
his hard Service in the World, to purchaſe his 
Churches, Jeuiſb and Gentile, went home to Heaven 
to his Father; of which Canaan, whence Jacoò had 
been ſent by his Father, and where his Father lived, 
doc vig ure of the Time when he made this Re- 

t was after Rachel had borne Joſeph, when 
25 F Family was much increaſed, be defired Labor's 


his coming'away might be as hohourable: as poſſible. 
And this Argument is his Service to him; his long 


\ 


(3) 
128 Laban's: Anſwer, Vetſes- 277 23, : And Laben 
ford unto bim, I pray thee, ifi have found Favour 1 
thine Eyes, farry, for I haus karned y E 
that the Lord hath: bleſſed me fer t Sale. nd; | 
ſaid," appoint me thy Wages, and I will give ic. Where 
we find him defiring Janob, in fair Words enou 
to tarry yet longer; together with, the-Reaſon f 
his Requeſt ; 4. e. his Experience that the Lord hatl 
bleſſed him for Jacob's Sake. Laban was not a Man 
to do any thing without ſome ſelfiſh, View! in it; 
and wie here. ſee that bis Motion is full of bimſelf. 
all for himſelf. He doth not deſire Jes to ſtay 
becauſe he was a good Man, and bleſſed in himſelf, 
which might have: made him loath to art with him; 
but his Reaſon 3 is, the Lord hath bleſſed int he means 
not in his Soul, but in his worldly: Sobſtence). Jer 
thy Sake; which was as much ad t a it Will 
be well for me-if thou. tärrieſt. "was: well howr 
ever that he believed there was a God, and acknow- 
ledged 3s, res ſome, atnong thoſe that ate calle] 
do not, in our Day of:prevalling Jafideliny.. 
And e Jacob had mentioned hig Setvice, anfl 
knowing that he would not ſtay for nothing, and be- 
lieving him to be a juſt Man, 0 every Mao hleſſed 
of Cod is, and that he would not. be; exorbitant: in 
his Demand, he bids him I = Ro and 
nn his Anſwer.” nA gaht ad. 2819 . VI... 
III. Agcordingly we dave Facal! ee Weg- 
29 30. And be " ſaid ng him, thou: Anowe/h\ big 
I have ſerved, thee, and b thy Calli u, th n 
Fur it Was. little which thou badi beo I um, and It 
ts nino increaſed unto a Multitudr; amd th Lord hath - 
bleſſed thee ny coming: And mu, when fel 
T provide for-mine own” Houſe ao?  Thie Words we 
ſee ate no direct Anſwer, to what Labon.had fad; 


| oak it is eaſy to n they are an — 
q B 3 


— TIES 
* * 


6690 

to a direct Anſwer, and deſigned to bring his Father- 
in- law to a generous, or at leaſt a more honeſt Dif- 
ſition, and to juſt or tolerable Terms: And the 


Words, as might be expected to come from a Man 


eminently bleſſed of God, by which Men are made 
prudent as well as good and happy, are well framed 
to gain the End in Jacob's View. Here he puts 
him in Mind again of the Service he had done him. 

He had told him of this before, as we ſee in Verſe 
26. but Labaus ſudden Anſwer, not liking this 
Kind of Story, as we may gueſs, had cut Jacob 
hort in what he intended to ſay; which we ma 

gueſs were the Words which we have down here; 
which made Facob here to begin where be had left, 
and to tell his Story out; which was, that Laban had 
But little when be came to him, but that notp it was 
igreatly intreaſed.” Nothing was more ptopet for him 
to ſay before à new Agreement, than the Fidelity 
and the Succeſs of his Serviee; and the Neceſſi 

[he had to provide for his own Fami ea 
to the Law of Nature itſelf; all which are compre- 
hended in Jacob's ſhort and well-ordet'd Speech. 
But Laban not liking: that Kind of Hiſcourſe, as 
ſelfiſn Men do not love a long Story from thoſe who 
have any Demand of this Nature upon them; we 
have in the N nee i ne Sf Bee it 

IV. Place his ſudden Anſwer in Verſe 31. Aud 
le ſaid, what dall I give thee? And Jacob. aid, thou 


Halt not givs me any thing; , thou wilt do this thing 


4 ; Taoill again feed and keep thy Flock. As if 
* ſaid, Well! ſay 10 eee but 
what will content thee for the future, to make an 
End of this Matter? To this we have © © 
V. Jacobs Anſwer, Verſes 3 1, 32, 33. And he 
aid, what ſhall I give "thee? And Jacob ſaid, thou 
Halt not give me any thing; if thoy wilt. ds ibis Thing 
e HL. "= 


| 
1 
| 
. 
a 


9 * 
„ . 
3 * % 
_ 
k * \ * ( 7 ) 


for mi, Tot agath red ande f 
o all thy Flock to-day, removing from 


7 EN | baer 
the ſpeckled and ſpotted Cattle, and all the brown * 


Cattle among the Sheep, and tbe ſpotted and "ſpeckled 
among the Goats ; and of ſucb ſhall "be my Hire. 80 
ſhall my Righteouſntſs anſwer for me in time to come, 
when it ſhall come for” my Hire before thy Face ; every 


one that is not ſpeckled and ſpotted amongft the Gonts, 


and brown” amongſt the Sheep, that ſhall be actounted 


flolen with me. Here we ſee his Anſwer both negative 


and poſitive. T. That Laban /hoiild fut give bi a 
thing; he Means no Money by of Wages; be- 
cauſe, 2. he tells him What he would have for ſerving 


him yet a longer Time, if Laban agreed” to it, . e. 
all chan de ted and broum among his Cattle and 


Flock, and no more, Why he would take no Moriey 
of him, we may gueſs his Reaſon to be, © becauſe 
he had ſeveral Times"deceived him by this Way öf 


Agreement, as we may learn from the next Chapter; 


Verſes 5, 7. And ye know that with all "my Power 
T have fefved your Father. And your Father "hath 
deceived me,” and changed my Wages ten Times; but 


God ſiferei him not to burt me. And from Verſe 41. 


Thus have I been twenty Years in thy Houſe ;' I bave 
ferved thee fourteen Years for thy tuo Daughters, and 
fix Tears for thy Cattle, and thou be changed my 
Wages ten Times. But there was another Reaſon why 
he made this Kind of Agreement with him, which 
was ſingular and extraordinary; God, moſt pro. 
bably,” Had given him a ſecret Intimation of What 


he was to do, which afterwards was N "4 


the Miniftty of an Angel in a Dream, as we ha 


it in the next Chapter, Verſes 1 o, 1½ 12. And f 


we go a Step farther to enquite why God directed 
him to this unuſual Method of Agreement, it "was 


to make him and his Flock a Figure of the MHH 


* = * * 
* . — 
'S D ; 
Flock, * I 4vith 
* 9 
"off 1 4 2 
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not dreaming at all What 


\ 


an” 
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and bis Kingdow... as will, be ſhewed: before, tha 
End of this Diſcourſe ; and alſo that God might 
ſhew his Favour to him, and Power in his Behalf, in 


an eftraordinary. Way, for his own Glory, and for 


uſeful Inſtructions to Men | 


* 


VI. Here is Laban's Agreement to the Propoſal, 
expreſſed in a Wiſh that it might be as Jacob ſaid, 
Verſe 34. Aud Laban ſaid, bebold, I would it 7 
be according is thy. Mord. Not that he feared: that 
Jace would break his Agreement, as he did with 

im; but the Words are an Expreſſion of his great 
Satisfaction in Jacob's Propoſal; as that which was 


much better, that is to ſay, much leſs than he ex- 


ected; by which we may learn, that the ſpeckled 
— net in his Cattle and Flock were... but few ; 
that he ſuffered but a little Hol by well be 
t 34%. 


ANUC. 
Jacab did really and truly dream of, Had 


- - the. Iſſac, inſtead of ſaying as he. dd, F id 
| certain! 


Wiler be according to thy Ward! he wo 


have faid, Oh. it all never be according to thy Wor 


He was afterwards very ſorry. to ſee his own. Wiſt 

accompliſhed. He knew not how it would be, | 

it was well he did not. Kran 
VII. Here is his Separation of the ppechled and 
brown Ho . Lalans Herd and Flock for his 
own Vie, according to Agreement; and putting a 
long Space, exen three Days e 
and putting them under the Care of his Sons, while 
he himſelf looked to Lalan's Flocks, Verſes 3 5, 36, 


And be removed that Day the Her Goat's that were ring» 


rated and ſpotted, and all the She-Goats that "were 


mo and all the brogon' among the 5755 


them into ihe Hangs of bis Sons. © And be 
Journey vetwixt himſelf and Jacob; g 


- 


e Days 
Jacob 15 
5 


* 


a 


j * 
42 


| (9) 
the "of, of Laban g Nals. 39 Reaſon, why hs. 40 
three Days Journey between them 
berzul⸗ Laban infilted upon it, that Foe 8 el 
Cattle ſhould not engender. With his, to incieaſe 
Jacub's Flock, and leſſen his on, or becaule Laban 
| ould not attribute the Increaſe of his Sree Fea 
this, and to ſome falſe Management of Jagah | 
Matter; and not to the Fans af God, 1 15 
his Favour and Goodneſs ; whereby God wo lo 
the Glory of his Goodneſs, Juſtice, and-Care. over 
his People; Which Jacob Ol, . td | 
not 2 and, 9 0 


in 


iners iS hene Verſe Je 
of KEPT (The, Hrſt Es 
Ve. Te. an 1255 7 


72 . Rb . 
the Gutters, in the Wat ring roughs, when 17 I 


came to drink that 25 concei ve gr, 
the Flocks'concerved before the 


drink, 
brought fort b Catth. ring-ſtraked, LG at 775 = 
Len 


The 7 was his putting the 5 
from: Cu: Laban Flock before the fra of 
une of Canceiving,, that they night conn 
ther 1 41 of that Coldur 3 f. e. the ſame Colour 
with bis own, 3, whom, as;ſoon. they were able to 
ſhift for [oo 51-4 he ſeparated 41 om Lahan's Flock 


unta his 8 0 we have. it- i Vet 40, fiſt Part. 
Befides this, there was one Circumſtanee in the 


1 e e pilled Rods which deſerves a 
ns i pi : 


A 
e Notice, which was his laying them in the 
"Watering - Troughs and Gutters, . not when the 
weaker but when the ſtronger Cattle did conceive ; 
and at ſuch Times as they were ſtronger, that his 
Breed might be mote healthy and large, and better 
in every Reſpect, Verſes 41, 42. And it came fo 
aſs *whenſoever the flronger Cattle did concei ve, that 
"Jacob Yard the Rods before the Eyes of the Cattle in the 
"Gutters, that they might concei ve among the Rods. But 
when the Cattle were feeble, he put them not in; ſo the 
ech ler wert Laban's and the ftronger Jacob's. 
If any ſhould wonder why he was ſo induſtrious 
to increaſe his Subſtance, and that he uſed ſo man) 
"Methods in order to this, and think that he uſed his 
_ Father-in-law hardly and ſelfiſhly, and that it had 
been enough to lay the pilled Rods before them, and 

not {et the Faces of the engendering Flock towards 
the Ting-ſtraked and the brown, we are furniſhed 
with an Anſwer in his Defence from the next Chap- 
ter, Verſe 4 to 12. Whence we leatn that Laban, 
according to his Manner with Jacob, had gone off 
from his Agreement, when he' ſaw. how. Jacob's 
*motly-coloured Cattle increaſed, as Verſes 7, 8, par- 
ticularly informs us, At one Time he told him that 
the eckled, but not the ring-/fraked, ſhould be his 
"Wages; but when he ſaw that his Cattle bore their 
'Young ſpeckled, he would not ſtand to that again; 
but told him that the ring-Hrated only, and not the 
2 ſhould be his Wages ; ſtill aiming to change 
His Wages to Jacob's Hurt, and to his owh Advan- 
tage, and that no leſs than ten Times; which, 
whether we are to underſtand it ſtrictly for ſo man 
Times, or indefinitely for a great Number of Tir 1 
as ſome think, God himſelf takes Notice of it as a 

great Injuſtice to Facob, Verſes 11, 12, And the - 
ae, , Grd pike wit me mann 


4 Jacob: 


Jacob: nn hor am I. And ze Jaidy tif 
up now thine Eyes and ſee, all the'Rams which leap upon 
the Cattle are ring-/traked; ſpeckled,” and 8 ; for 
T heve fen al thas Laban doth unto the; ory Here | 
are many Things in this Caſe to probe 458 J 00 = 
him no Injuſtice by the Means which he uſed to in- 
creaſe his Flock. I. It was Wages due to him für 
his long and faithful Service, Which Luban Rimſelf 
could not deny, when Tacab put him in: mind of it: - 
tho he was not ſo honeſt; as freely and directly to 
own it. 2. He had a latge Family to maintain. 3. 
He himſelf, and his Family were Labar's near Rela- 
tion; as himſelf owned ſometimes.” Chap. xxix. 14. 
and Chap xxxi.. 43. which aggravated” the Sin of 
his evil Dealing. 4. He was a good Man, and nent 
to his Father Thar we may ſuppoſe the beſt Man in 
the World at chat Time. This made the Injuſtice | 
much worſe. 5. He was the Means and: Cauſe 
whereby Lalan became rich; he himſelf owns that, 
[awe e fem.” Muſt Jaca be * poor 
to make Labun rich? No, It is wr knew 
by Experience that the Lord was With Naas, and 
had made him rich upon his Account. This muſt 


much aggtavate his Injuſtice; and One would almoſt 


wonder how he could carry it ſo unjuſtly towards 


one ſo neutly related to him, ſo profitable td him; 


and whom he knew the Lord favoured and bleſſed. 
Had Jacob done Evil in this Matter, we may eaſily 


underſtand, that the Lord would not have owned the 
Method which he uſed, and made it effectual to gain 


its End; and without the Co- operation of God, it 


could not have been effectual. This gave Jucuò place 
to ſay to his Wives, as 3 That Gd hath 
given them to bim. 


taken away theih Father's 
"And as he would not have bee an unjuſt Method 


to make it effectual, the Fudge of the Earib _ 
14103 | | ng 


C2). 
doing e ſo he would not have ſhewed the Sue- 
ceſs of it by an extraordinary Revelation of it in a 
Dream, by the Miniſtry of an Angel. No, God 
enabled him to uſe this Device to have his Due with- 
out Wrong to Laban, or to any other Perſon in the 
World. 6. Jacob did it becauſe he could not have 

Juſtice from his Father-in-law in an ordinary Way, 
'who ſtill changing his Wages when he ſaw him 
proſpering; by which he did at once wrong his 
near Relation, 6 bis own Agreement, and ſtand 
in the Way, and oppoſe the Providence of God 
working for Jacubs Good; by which he provoked 
God to work miraculouſly in Jacob's Favour, and 
to direct, e ee er 
rammen Favour. 3 

Laſtly, We have in the Wards the Suceef of vs 
Deuce. Verſes 42, 43. But when the Cattle were 

Jeeble, be put ibew 10 in; ſo the feebler were Laban's, 
aud the ſtranger Jacob's. And the Man increaſed ex- 
ceedingiy, and and bed much Cattle, andiMoid-Servants 

and Men-Seruants, and Carhels, and Hes. It is here 
ſet out two Ways, 1. The great, bot the ſmall Suc- 
ceſs of his Device aſſerted. It is ſaid that the Man 
increaſed exceedingly in his Cattle; and beſides that 
be had Men-Servants, and Maid-Servants, and Camels 
and Aſes,” The Greatneſs of his Subſtance may be 
gueſſed at, by his Preſent io Eſau his Brother; which 

We are ſure was but a ſmall Part of his Subſtance; 

and yet great in itſelf, Chap. xxxii. 13, 14, 15. And 
be lodged there that ſame Night ; and took of that 'whith 

came to his Hand, a: Preſent for Eſau his 5 

Tuo hundred She-Goats, and twenty » He-Goats, iuuo 

hundred Enes, and twenty Rams, "thirty. Milch Camels 

- with their Colts, ferty Kine, and ten Bulli, twenty. She- 

| Aﬀes, aud ten Foles. 2. We are here told hob dort 
—— had by this Means; they were, -AS 
2 cOm- 
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compared with Labuns Cattle, from vrhenee 
ſprung, the ſtronger and better Cattle, ret 
43. But when the Cattle were | feeble, be put” them nat 
in; ſo the feebler were Laban's, | and. the'-flronges 
Jacob's. Aud the Man increaſed excreditigly; and bad 
much Cattle, and Maid-Servants and Men-Servants; 
and Camell, and Afes. * Here we ſer he had muck 
Cattle, and the beſt Sort of them by this Means. 
The Means he uſed indeed to gain this Succeſs were 
mean, odd and unlikely; and: to have no Con- 
nection with the Succeſs that followꝶd, but only . 
going before it in order of Time. There was nothing 
in the Nature of the Means to cauſe this 

elſe it would have been often done in a ſelfaſeeking 
World; and abundance of Injuſtice and Evil would 
have been done, if it had been in the Nature of the 
Means to cauſe ſuch an Effect. The Effect there- 
fore was ſuper- natural, and done by the Power and 
Goodneſs of God in favour of his oppreſſed Servant 
for various Cauſes and Ends, which ſhall be ſhewed 
in their proper Place. Jacob uſed theſe Means by 
ſome Direction from God, for he could never have 
deviſed ſuch a Thing of himſelf, or believe that it 
would have ſucceeded; or ſup 
could have deviſed ſuch à ſtrange and unlikely 
Method, and could have believed its Succeſs; yet it 
never would have taken Effect, without God's Co- 
operation with it. But it was God that put it intb 
his Head, and gave it Succeſs. 'This enabled Jacob 
to uſe it in Faith, and he ſucceeded accordingly: To 
believe that à great Benefit would come from a 
Cauſe, which” had nothing in its Nature to cauſe 
ſuch an Effect, required a more than ordinary Faith. 
Men have often much Difficulty to believe with 
only an ordinary Faith that Things will bring aboũt 
Effect natural to them, when Difficulties appear 
* , e in 


: 
— 


even that he 


(14) 
mn the Way of Performance. They muſt have much 
Faith then to believe the Enjoyment of Benefits, 
which are not natural to the Means uſed to obtain 
them; or to uſe ſuch Means in Faith, or make uſe 
df them at all to ſuch Ends. But Jacob was a ſtrong 
| Believer; and the Apoſtle, in the 11th of the. Hebrews, 
ſhews us, that the Patriarchs and Old Teſtament 
Believers did their great Actions by Faith; and tho 
tis Tranſaction is not mentioned there, yet as the 
Apoſtle tells us that the Time would fail him, or in 
ther Words, that it would be too tedious to mention 


dll Particulars, Verſe 32, Ec. we have juſt Reaſon 


to conclude this Tranſaction of an extraordinary Na- 
ture, and of eminent Deſigns to be one of the great 
Things done by Faith, meant by the Apoſtle, but 
not expreſſed: And why a Tranſaction of an extra- 
ordinary Nature, and performed by an extraordinary 
Faith, ſhould not have Place among the eminent 
Acts of Faith, which were too tedious for the 
Apoſtle to mention expreſsly, no Man can ſhew a 
juſt Reaſon. Suppoſe: we were to enquire which 
are theſe eminent Acts of Faith recorded in the 
Bible, which the Apoſtle meant as ſuch, but thought 
them too tedious to enumerate,' the Nature of this 
Tranſaction would naturally lead us to conſider it 
- as one of them. All true Miracles were performed 
have done without ſome Direction from God, and 
perhaps the Encouragement of a Promiſe; God's 
dhewing: him the notable Event that came to paſs 
in à Dream, juſtly removes the Difficulties - in our 
May to believe this. All this leads me to obſerye, 
that the Tranſaition bere recorded was i great, and of 
«rn extraordmary Nature: Every Thing in it, as the 
Perſon acting, the Occaſion, the Effect and Deſigns, 
and the Principle by Which it was done, were 
ith | | great 3 
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gieatz erce the Means; which, tho, they Had 
Ainful or improper” in them, yet were got 
extraordinary in their Nature, nor had any 
them to bring about the great Effect. This in ef | 
made the Tranfadion extracodihery for had the 
Means been extraotdinary in their own Nature, as 
being precious, ſcarce, and unknown; or being com- 
mon and well known, had a Virtue in their Nature 
to cauſe the bleſſed Effect, it would have leſſened 
the Dignity and Value of it, and have made it, in- 
ſtead of a ſuper- natural and divine, à natural and 
common Effect; however it might have been in 
its Grounds and Deſigus, and requiring but a com- 
mon and ordi Meaſure of Faith to effect ii. The 
Unnaturalneſs of the Means uſed to bring about the 
Effect, made the Thing to be great and extraor- | 
dinary. The —— of this ancient Work of 
Providence, appears in part from God's repreſenting 
it in a Night- Viſion, by the Miniſtry. of an Angel, 
from its being put upon Record in divine Writ, for 
the Meditation and Uſe of future Ages; for tho! it 
muſt be owned that ſome common Things are put 
down in Scripture, as well as thoſe of an extraot- 
dinary Nature; yet nothing that is not great in one 
Senſe or other, and from its Singularity and its being 
impracticable at any other Time. But there is tia 
need of Arguments to prove it; the Thing related in 
the Text, appears in itſelf to be more than co 
great, to thoſe that know and conſider the Nature 
of Things; and will all along appear as ſuch, in 


the future Handling of the Subject; which I ſhall at- 


tempt: in rn N gr Ba o vas tell 
Ad to im Þ 562 ed neben N. 
Labew _ whence it came to: paß, chat God 
Want wolle eminentiy and miraculouſiy i in Jacob's. 
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Goodneſs. 1. Hic ſovereign Pleaſure, Will and Decree, 


Actions of the abſolutely ſovereign and independent 


— 
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n. What m iahkt be the Böds 40 (i fn b 
_ fingula 
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1. Shew whenoe it came to * that God Could 
* — ſo eminently and miraculouſſy in Jacobs behalf. 
There muſt have been ſome Reaſons in God for this, 
that made it neceflary or meet; and ſomething in Ja- 


cob's Condition, that made it juſt and neceſſary. All 


the Reaſon of this, were not in God alone nor in Jacob 


alone, but in both together. 1. On God's Part, two 
Reaſons are moſt apparent, his ſovereign Will and 


was. oue undeniable Reaſon of this more than common 
Work of Gad. The Scripture plainly ſhews us that 
God worketh all Things without theException of any 
kind of Working, or ar Inſtance in any kind 


of his Works of Creation, Providence, or Grace, 


Eph. 1. 11. In whom alfo we have obtained an Interi. 


tance, being * ed according to the Purpoſe 
him who" worketh all Things after the Cuumſeil 
own Will: Which may teach us, that his Decree or. 


ion. Tho the Words noi quoted, ſeem to 


all Reaſon alſo the Cauſe of them. As his Will is 
the Cauſe of every Man's voluntary Actions, ſo his 
Will is, and muſt be, the immediate Cauſe of the 


God; and conſequently of the Piece of Providence 
recorded in the Text. For Men ſhould queſtion;s 


whether any of the ſmaller, and mote common 
Works of Providence, be the Fruit of his Decree, as 


the Scriptures ſhew them to be, Deut. xxii. 6 
4 Bird s neſt chance to be before thee in the Way, 


3 — hefang 


ones, 


eternal Will is both the Pattern, and Cauſe of his 
make it only the Pattern of his Works; yet it is in 
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1 55 17 am fitting upon upon 't dung. . 5 

or upon ers thou ſhalt not rale the Dam with 3 
the Dung. Math. x. 29, 30. Are not two Sparrow * 

un bd a' Farthing? and one of them, r fall 


he Ground without our Father. ut the very, 
Huf; wh your Head are 21 numbered. Yet they cannot | 


well offer to deny, that his greater Works of Pro- F 
vidence, ſuch this in the Text is, are not the lues | 
of his eternal Purpoſe. The Scripture doth "often, k 

in one way or other reſolve the Works of God 

of every Kind, in many Inſtances of them into the 

Will of God, as the Ground of them. It is folly 

to think, that God doth: work, what he doth not 4 4 
previouſly will before Hand; and Hereſy, and Blaſ- 
hemy to fay, that what he willeth at one Time, | 
be Bl did not will eternally; ſince they do by. that 
means, either deny God's Will to be eff ntial to him; 
or make him changeable in his Efſence ; which none 
but a Heretick, or a Perſon fundamentally erroneous) 
can do; the reaſonable Truth is, that the Will of 
God, which is eſſential to him, and is eternal, im- 
mutable, and perfectly Sovereign and Independant, 
is the Ground of all his Works, of Goodneſs, Mercy 
and Juſtice, both common and extraordinary; and 
that this recorded in the Text did ſpring from this 
Root. A Conſideration which ſhould cauſe us to 
give more Attention to it, and unto all the Works of 
God, that they are the Product of his eternal, in- 
muntable, wiſe, holy, juſt, powerful. and ſovereign 


2, His Love alſo muſt be a "Reaſon of this uncommon” 
Kintntfs: The ſovereign Love of God is at the Bot- 
tom of all his Works of Kindneſs to his People; and 


„ r ne ont... 3. At... ot Rt 5 Et MP.” Cc ® 


ſuch a Ground of them, as that without it they 
had not been. It is ſuch a Love as will break cut 


Into 9 in God, as Will be ſuitable both to 


+ 
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the Nature and Meaſure of hisLove; and an Evidencg 
of it, both to thoſe who are the Objects of it, and 
others about them who are converſant with them, 
Ka are able to diſcern the Signs of God's Favour, To- 
wards thoſe who are the more eminent Servants. of 
God, ſuch as Jacob was, it will at one Time or an- 
other break out into uncommon Effects, and Bvi- 
dences of it, that may be diſcerned by all, even by 
thoſe who have no Religion, as Labax could diſcern, 
by the Workings of Providence about Jacob, that 
he was a Perſon bleſſed of God, and much in his 
favour. So did the King of the Phil;/fines under- 
ſtand, concerning Abraham, Chap. xxi. 22. Aud it 
came to pa 74 5 at that Time, that Abimelech, and Phi- 
chol the c ef Captain of his Hoſt, ſpake unto Abraham, 
ſaying, God 1 is with thee in all that thou, dt. And 
concerning 1/aac, Chap. xxvi. 26, 27, 28, 29. Then 
2 went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath 


" his Friends, and Phichol the chief Captain. of 


* , &c. Potiphar conce Toſeph, Chap. 
xxxix. LS And Joſeph: was-. ought, down to 
Egypt: and Poti phar an Officer of Pharaoh, Captain 
Guard, n E gyptian, - bought. him of the Hand: 
of the Iſhmeelites, we 22 1 brought him down 
. thither, &c. And Sauls Couttiers concerning Dxuid, 
1 Sam. xvi. 18. Then anſwered one of the Servants, 
and ſaid, Behold, I have ſeen à Sen of Jeſſe the 
Beth-lehemite, that is cunning in playing, and 4 
mighty valiant Man, and a Man of Mar, and 
in Matters, and a comely Perſon, and the Lord 
it ith him. Theſe, and ſeveral others together 
with them too tedious to mention, were Objects of 
God s ſpecial Love, which. brake out and appeared 
in extraordinary Workings of Providence. The 
Page © related in the Text, was one of the Evidences 
| its of God's great Reſpect to his Servant 
Jaco and much 9 Love appears in it, 
whey 
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when we conſider it ariphit; 6qual IE 
Demonſtration of it. Though it muſt be owned; that 
the Love and Hatred of God cannot be known by 
the outward ions of Providence; Ecctef. ix 1. 
latter Part, without obſerving their Effects PEW the 
Heart and Life; as God mMaketh bis Sun 2 
the Evil and Good, and raineth upon te 7 — 
Vn: Yet where he eminently — it wil appeat, 
without fail, in ſome — | 
2. I am to , what mas in Jacob's Caſe au 
Condition, that made it meet for to at thus n- 
raculoafly'in bit bebatf. Tho' the principal Reaſons 
of God's Works of Providence are from himſelf, 
eſpecially of his Works of Mercy; as his ſovereign - 
Will and Love, which are the whole Reaſofis'of 
his ſaving Grace, Rom. ix. +5, 16, 18. Fyr be ſniib 
to Moſes,” I will have Mercy on whont I will bebe 
Mercy, and I will bave Compaſſion on whom I will have 
Compuſſion, &c. But for ſome lar Acts of his 
Kindneſs there may be other Reaſons, partly arifl 
from his and Love; from his Relations a 
Perfections, the Conſtitution of his Government; 
ds WY and partly ariſing from the Condition of thoſe who 
are the Subjects of thoſe Works of Providenee. 
„we hall upon enquiry find this to be in Fares Cue 
now before us. 

* His eminent Pitty — this Work of God 10 
Jace behalf to be apparent] meet, to every one 
that ſhall conſider it. That Sand wins a Man of 
eminent Piety appears divers Ways; as the Sc: 
doth not mention much of his Faults in a long 
Courſe of Life, but relates much of his Piety as his 
being a plain Man, in oppoſition to Eſau, who was 3 
erafey and rough unever-minded Man, Chap. wiv. 

7. his tharrying-according to his Parents Direction; 
bs Dilgance and Pathol in Lebon's* we 
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( 20) 
and many Paſſages in his future Conduct after this 
Time, ſuch as his purging his Houſe from Idols, 
Chap. xxxv. to 4. His reproving his Sons Simeon 
and Levi for deſtroying the Shechemites, though 
they did it for the Honour of their Family ; his 
ſetting up an Altar to ſerve God at Bethel, Ver. 6, 7, 

His Ariving with the Angel of the Covenant all Ng bt 
for a Bleſſing, Chap. xxxii, 25, 26, 27. His laying 
up in his Heart Jeeps Dreams, Chap. xxxvi. 11. 
His going to Egypt at God's Command; his Bleſſing 
of Pharaoh, King of Egypt, Chap. xlvii. 7. And 
eſpecially his bleſſing of his Sons and their Poſterity 
in Faith, for ſo long a Time to come, could be done 
by none but a Man of eminent Piety, who had been 
ſuch from his Youth. The fame Thing appears 
from ſeveral extraordinary Favours of God ſhewed 
towards him, as his being promiſed to Abraham, and 
to Iſaac; his Mother's conceiving him in anſwer to 
his Father's Prayers, Chap. xxv. 20, 21. E/av's ſelling 
his Birth-right to him, which was brought about by a 
notable Operation of Providence, which gave Jacob 
an Occaſion to aſk it; and brought Eſau into a 
Strait that occaſioned his felling it; which two 
Things, Eſau's being almoſt dead with Faintnebs 
and Hunger, and Jacob's having a Red Pottage at 
ſuch a Time for a Temptation, tho without deſigning 
it, never happened at once, we ſuppoſe, either before 
or after his Father's bleſſing him with the great Pa- 
triarchal, Bleſſing. Chap. xxvii. 28, 29. And after 
that, when he was ſent to Padan-Aram, Chap. 
Xxvili. 1, 2, 3. The eminent Viſion which he had 
upon the Way, Verſes 10 to 15. His being bleſſed 
by the Angel of the Covenant, Chap. xxxii. 28, 
29, 30. The Viſion of the two Hoſts of Angels, be- 
fore his Danger from Eſau, Verſes 1, 2. God's call- 
ing himſelf by,the, Name of the God of - Facob ſo 
in Scripture, and this miraculous Increaſe of 

| his 


G 5 
his Subſtance, which I am now ſpeaking of. All 
which, together with the Favours which he had in 
the after-time of his Life, do prove the eminent 
Piety; which made it meet that God ſhould work in 
this extraordinary Manner in his behalf. I do not 
ſay that it would not have been meet for God to 
work extraordinarily for a Man of ſmall Piety; and 
it may be in ſome Circumſtances for a Man that had 
no Grace at all; but as only his injured reaſonable 
Creature: And am far from ſaying, that it was. 
neceſſary on the other Hand, that God ſhould work 
a Miracle for Jacob on the Account of his extraor- 
dinary Piety, but only that it was meet. It is ap- 
7 tly meet, that where God hath wrought a great 

eaſure of Grace within, he ſhould work in an un- 
common Manner by his Providence without, to- 
wards ſueh Perſons. And this, no doubt, is the 
Reaſon why he hath always done ſo in the Courſe of 
Time until now; and will without doubt continue 
it unto the End of Time, that he may honour his 
own Work; and alſo encourage Eminency in Piety, 
which is ſo agreeable to his Nature, and. uſeful to' 
his Creatures; and to promote his Intereſt in the 
World. In a Word, there can be no doubt, but 
that Jacob's Piety is to be reckoned _ the 
2 of this miraculous. Operation of Provi- 
ence. -- | FRIeg 145 
2. The eminent Piety of his Parents may be looked 
upon alſo as one Ground of this extraordinary Working 
of God in his behalf. His Father and Mother, and 
his Grand- father and Grand-mother, Abraham and 
Sarah, were undoubtedly very pious Perſons, and 
divers Ways ſhewed to be ſuch in — both 


as it expreſſes their good Character, and as it ſhews 


many notable Inſtances of their Piety, and of the 
extraordinary working of Providence towards them; 
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4 — defend. this City, to. ſave it, for mine. own 
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which could 1 come to upon thoſe who 
were eminently good: And from their being great 
Types of the bleſſed Meſfiab, or Figures of him in 
ſo many and great 4 — as none could be but 
thoſe who were g what is common 
N . For tho K et be 0 en one 


whoſe real Es it may be was. not 1 
5 the Son cr Sau, yet it muſt be aſſerted on 


other Hand, that none could properly be Repre- 

ſepqy3nes of the Son. of (2g, in mgpur 308 go00 Bp; 
ſpects, but ſuch as were eminent in Goodneſs. All 

us together amount to a full and ſatisfactory Proof, 

at this was the Character of Jacobs Patents; which 
88 1 be one Ground of this uncommon Fayour : 
Not that the peach Picty, of Parents can deſerve 

y Fayour fro to their Children; but it is 
te Ul 0d Mexbod af God both. in the Diſpen 

ſation of Grace and Proyidence, to do Good in ſome: 

1 ta the Children of good: Parents, 

1 eminently Good; and that 


— to their Children only, but unto their Childrens 


. 4 the third and fourth Generation, 
any — not 2 1 


45 Een that _ os and bis . 
— 


2 Config, e the tenth 
David, as we learn from Ifaigh xxxvii. 35. 


far my 2 * e. 1— 
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ther we find, that the whole Goodneſs of Goh, 
temporal and ſpiritual, is mentioned as an Effect © 
God's Reſpect to his Parents auc and Abrabam, as 
well as to himſelf. Pfal, cv. 6,—8, 9, 10. 0 
Seed of Abraham hrs Servant, ye Children of Jacob his 
choſen, &c. Acts iii. 25, 26. Te are the Children 
the Praphets, and of the Covenant which God made with 
our Fer fore umo Abraham, And in thy Seed 
Hall all the Kindreds of the Earth be bleſſed, &c. And if 
God ſhewed Kindneſs to ſuch of their Poſterity as 
were many Generations diſtant from them, much 
mare Reaſon have we to believe that he would do 
it to their neareſt Poſterity for their Sakes; z. e. out 
of Love to them, and to ſhew it for his Glory. 
There was indeed one extraordinary Reaſon why 
God did Good to the Children of the Patriarchs ; 
becauſe the Patriarchs were Types of Chriſt, the 
everlaſting Father of his People: This now, unde: 
the Gaſpel, cannot be a Reaſon for God's Kinda 
to the Children of his People, either, among, Jews 
or Gentiles. ; but was peculiar, in Times of old, to 
the Patriarchs, who were Figures of the Meſſiah ; 
either as he was the Father of his People, as Wer 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob; or King and Head g 
his People, as. David, Holea iii. 5. Afterward ſhall 
the Children, of Iſrael return, and ſeek the Lord their 
God, and David their King; and ſhall fear the Lord, 
96 ihe Gong | 35 the latter Days. Or = wir 
pureſt of his People together, as vers, Moſer and 
pkg af i ot the People and the 
Wrath of God; and for whoſe Sake the People were 
ſpared, Numb. xvi. 44 to 48. And the. Lord ſpule 
unto Moſes, ſaying, &c. and Pſal. cvi. 23. Therefare 
| he ſaid, that: he would deſtroy them, had: not Moles hrs 
. choſen flood before him in the Breach, to turn away bis 
Wrath, ft — =o 
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(24) 
of Parents. is one common Ground of God's Kind- 
neſs to their Poſterity ; eſpecially to ſuch of. their 
Poſterity as are truly pious, and make up a Part of 
the Church of God. Theſe will be bleſſed with 
ſpiritual and temporal Bleſſings, not only beyond 

others, but ſometimes beyond their own Parents. 
Ben. xlix. 26. The Bleſſings of thy Father have pre- 
vailed above the Bleſſings of my Progenitors, unto the 
utmoſt Bound of the everlaſting Hills ; they ſhall be. on 
the Head of Joſeph, and on the Crown of the Head of 


is Vm that was ſeparate from his Brethren. This is v 
Ik extenſive with reſpect to Subjects, and Time. Deut. 
5 vii. 9. Know therefore that the Lord thy God, be is 
8% the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and 
ik Mercy with them that love him, and keep his Command- 
& i ments, to a thouſand Generations. If the Children of 
= pions Parents are wicked, they will for a Time at 
1 | Feat have ſome temporal Favours ordinarily beyond 
"wi others. ns 9 — 4 > y 7 Aan 314 LAN 

| 3. Hes extraordinary Birth made it proper. He 
14 Yeh not born wholly according to ths Courſe of 
2 Nature; his Mother was barren, and bare him both 
bi in anſwer to his Father's Prayers, and from a ſuper- 
nt natural Work of Providence to them. And we find 


u 

in Scripture, that thoſe who were born in an extra- 
ordinary Manner, were diſtinguiſhed from others by 
ſome ſingular Operations of Providence towards 
them, as the. Son of God himſelf; and Samuel, 
Sampſon, Iſaac, and Jacob himſelf, who were Figures 
of the Meſſiah. And it was proper that it ſhould 

be fo, for the Honour of God's Manner of workin 
that where he begins notably to work, he ſhould 
alſo in a notable Manner carry on, and finiſh it; 
aud that he might make them jn this the Figures of 
his Son for his Honour; and to ſhew his Reſpect to 
his Son; and in a proper and eminent Way exerciſe 
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his Love towards him. Jacob, among others, being 
diſtinguiſhed in his Birth from others, it was proper 
that his Life ſhould be made extraordinary by ſome 
ſingular Providences ; and this recorded in the Text 
is one of them. When the Jews underſtood the 
extraordinary Paſſages about Tobn Baptiſts Concep- 
tion and Birth, they concluded that he would be an 
extraordinary Man. Luke 1. 66. And all they that 


bad heard them,” laid them up in their Hearts, ſaying, 


what Manner of Child ſhall this be ? And the Hand of 
the Lord was with him. And it came to paſs accord- 
ing to their Gueſs. The ſame might be concluded 
of any other in the like Caſe, both from the Conſti- 
tution of Religion and preceding Examples. Ac- 
cording to this. Jacob was an extraordinary. Perſon in 
his Birth, Life, and Death, as became the Dignity 
and Honour of God's Covenant on one Hand, an- 

an eminent Repreſenter of the Son of God on the 
4. This ſuper-natural Kindneſs of God might be 
proper, upon the Account of bis being in 2 85 Senſe 
the eminent Seed which God promiſed and covenanted to 
give to his Fathers Iſaac and Abraham. Gen, xxii. 15 
to 18. And the Angel of the Lord called unto Abraham 
out of Heaven the ſecond Time, &c. and Chap. xxvi. 23, 
24. And be went up from thence toBeerſheba, &c. Chriſt 
the Meffiah indeed is principally meant here, and in 
every Promiſe of this Nature, as appears from the 
Genius of thefe Expreſſions ; but not excluſive of 
thoſe who were the natural, and eſpecially the im- 
mediate Poſterity of the. Patriarchs Abraham and 
Jade. Now Perſons concerning whom the great 
God condeſcended to take fuch Notice beforehand, 
and Jacob was one of that Number, it became him 
to make them ſomething 'beyond others, really in 


themlelyes, and in the Sight of others, for the Hos 


noup 
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| nour of his Greatneſs and Way of working in 4% 


velation and Covenant Promiſes went before, cſpe- 


. FTeveral Operations of God's Providence, This now 


of the Subject, 


to his ele Peo ple in all Ages, more pecially to the 


and greateſt Effects of Goodneſs, agreeable | to the 
. Excellency, . 9 and Honour of him that 


(26) 


World , which ſuch a Courſe naturally and properly 
tended to advance; eſpecially conſidering that many, 
in the Courſe of Time, have been ſomewhat remark- 
able in their Lives, concerning whom there was n 

Revelation from God. This makes it proper, — 
in a Senſe neceſſary, that thoſe ſhould be Perſons 
beyond common, concerning whom any divine Re- 


cially who lived near the Time of the ſacred Tranſ- 
aceh; ; which was Jacob's Caſe, among others; and 
and upon this Aecount his Life made remarkable by 


under Confideration is one of them; which will, in 
ſome notable Manner, appear in che further handling 


5. It was meet upon the account of God's Promie t 
blefs him, yea his Covenant Engagement by Promiſes 
confirmed by his Oath, .and with the Seal of the 
Circumciſion, Gen. xvii, and xxii. 15, 16, 

18. This muſt ſignify a more than common 8054 
as a common Good: could not ſufficiently. anſwer the 
End of the uncommon Tranſaction of the Covenant 
of God, and would be below the Dignity of it, 
come ſhort of the Glory of the Author of it ; whic 
no doubt is one Reaſon, and very apparently a prin- 
cipal one, why the greateſt Tranſactions in the 
World are the Effects of Covenant Tranfactions go- 
ing before. And the Bleſſing promiſed unto him 
was not an ordinary, but an extraordinary one; even 
that great prophetic Bleſſing which was peculiar to 
the Patriarchs; a Figure of Chriſt's peculiar Bleſſing 


Goſpel elect Church; and was followed by the beſt 


bleſſes. 


- archs, who were Fi 


reached into the other endleis Life; certainly ſuch 
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bleſſes. Providence mutt of work notably 
to accompliſh a Promiſe of this Nature; re- 
hending ſo much Good; and fo it actually did to- 
wards this Man in many Inſtances; among whom 
this under Conſideration, it may be, is none of the 


himſelf bleſſed his Sons and their 1 that 
Jaac here bleſſed his Son Jacab. It was the Bleſſ- 
ing which pertained to the firſt born of the Patri- 
of the Meffiah, and per- 
tained at firſt to Eſau his elder Brother; but was 
brought abqut to Facoh by a circular. Motion of Pro- 
yidence, according to God's Mind in the Main. 
And to make this B 0 

he was bleſſed again by his Father at his going from 
home to Pak hes, Chap. xxviii! 1, 2, 3, 
this ſuper · eminent Bleſſing comprehended 
which Jaca was to enjoy 
World, there was a N 


* 


forme uncommon Kindneffes to bim; and that Pro- 
vidence which was to 


liſh in a great Mea- 
ſure that Part of the . which the 
preſent Life, and which prepared him for the next, 
ſhould operate into ſome ſingular Inſtances of Kind- 
del aboue.the ordinary: Cour of Nature," ſuch as 
this iv the Text; which therefore we juſtly conclude 
to be one of the Fruits of the great Bleſſing; and it may 


be looked upon as none of the leaſt of them in its 


Nature, Effects and Conſequences, which even 


N an 
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sn Effect as this had ſomething very extraordinary 
for its Ground. : 15 25 
. The extraordinary Appearance of God unto him, 
was alſo a reaſonable Ground of this. We all along 
find in the Word, that great Effects always fol- 
lowed the extraordinary Appearances of God to 
Men. Such an Appearance of God preceded Pauls 
great Work and Uſefulneſs in the World, Acts ix. 
to Verſe 16, Sc. The Appearance of the Son of 
God in Perſon to the cus preceded the great Event 
of preaching the Goſpel among them, the Effuſion of 
the Spitit, and the Offer and Gift of the great Sal- 
vation to many of them; and ſetting up the Goſpel 
Church among them. And his perſonal Converſa- 
tion with the Apoſtles preceded their vaſt and incom- 
ble Service, and Greatneſs in the ſpiritual 
World; eſpecially his glorious Appearance in the 
Mount, mentioned by Peter, 2 Epiſtle, i. 16, 17. 
18. foreboded this; ſo the Appearance of an Angel 
| Preceded the Birth of the Son of God himſelf, Luke 
I. 26, Cc. And of Fobn Baptiſt, his erninent Fore- 
runner, Verſe 1 to 16. So likewiſe. before the Birth 
of Sampſan, who began ro deliver Iſrael out f tbe 
Hand ' of: the Philiſtines; and was a Figure of the 
Son of God. who delivered his People from the 
Powers of Hell by his almighty Power, Judg. xiii. 
1. Cc. God appeared in an extraordinary Manner 
to Abrobam before his having an extraordinary Seed· 
To Moſes before his great Actions and Service in the 
World, Exod. iii. to 6, Sc. Two Hoſts of Angels 
appeared to Jacob after this Tranſaction in the Text, 
before he had the Favour of ſtriving with the Angel 
of the Covenant, and obtained the wonderful Bleſſ- 
ing from him, Gen. xxxii. 1, 2. And before this 
2 eminent Tranſaction he had that moſt wonderful 
and ſignificative Viſion recorded in Chapter xxvili. 
„„ +» Hl 19 
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10 to 15, Sc. A Viſion ſo wonderful, great and 
ſignificative, that it could not but be a Sign and 
Earneſt of ſome great Mercy to follow] ſuch as this 
Increaſe of his Subſtance, in a Way which was 
above the common Courſe of Providence, and to 
ſome ſpecial Purpoſes. The ſame we may affirm of 
the ſupernatural Dream which he had of this' great 
Event immediately before, or in the Time that it 
came to paſs, Chap. xxxi. 10, 11, 12, 13. Aud it 
came to paſs at the Time that the Cattle concerved, that 
T lifted up mine Eyes, and ſaw in 4 Dream, and be- 
bold, the Rams which kaped upon the Cattle were ring- 
; flraked, ſpeckled, and grifled, &c. But this great 
Appearance of God at Lux, of which I am now 
ſpeaking, as on one Hand it was one of the Effects 
of the great Bleſſing he had had; fo on the other 
Hand it was a Sign and Earneſt of ſome —_—_— 
Bleflings to follow. The Greatneſs, Majeſty, and 
Honour of God require this Kind of Management, 
that his eminent Appearances to any Soul ſhould be 
followed with great Bleſſings, as it hath a pro 

and eminent Tendency to honour the Majeſty and 
Being of God. The whole Chriſtian World ſhould 
be made acquainted, that every Believer with whom 
the divine Majeſty is familiar, and whom he often 
viſits in the Beginning of their ſpiritual Courſe, and 
alſo often afflicts; for theſe go together, will cer- 
tainly become eminent in one Reſpe& or other in 
the ſpiritual World; and they ſhould make uſe of it 
for an Encouragement, and Motive to- endeavour to 
be eminent i ty. 
8. His bein the Father of the Iſraelites and jews : 
might very "juſtly be one of the Grounds of it. His 
being the natural Father of the Jriſb Nation and 
Church, even of the only Church of God in the 
| 1 for the Space of about two thouſand Years; 
6 1 and 


b. 


the ever- bleſſed Immanuel, the great Mediator, Pro- 


Thing, and required ſome natural y in him; 
ſuch; tho' Ham was leaſt ſo; according as his Poſte- 


2 People who were to be the peculiar People of God; 
Bun 8 who 


| (39) 
and conſequently of all the Believers in the World 
for. that Space of Time; and of all the eminent 
Perſons among them; their pious Judges and Kings; 
the Prophets and the Apoſtles, whoſe Lives were re- 
markable; and above all of the Lord Chriſt himſelf, 


Prieſt and King of the Church, and the Head and 

dge over all; for in the Genealogies of Chriſt, both 
in Matthew and Luke, he is made a Son of Jacob; as 
Jacob is mentioned among his Anceſtors. And be- 
fides this, he was truly the natural Father of the 
believing Gentiles, as were Abraham, Gal. iti. 29: 
And if ye be Chriſt's, them are ye Abraham's Seed, and 
Heirs according to the Promiſe. And Tfaac, Gen. 
xxvi. 3, 4. as the believing Gentiles were ingrafted 
into the Jeiſſi Church, who were the natural Seed 
of Jacob, as the Apoſtle ſheweth, Rom. xi. 17. 
24. to be the peculiar People of Jacobs God, and 
Son after the Fleſh; as he was alſo the Son of 
David, 2 Tim. ii. 8. All this made it in a Senſe 
neceſſary, that Jacob ſhould be an eminent Man in- 
deed; or made to be ſo by the Grace and Providence 
of God, both inwardly and outwardly. Muſt he 
not be an extraordinary Man that was in an eminent 
Senſe the Foundation of ſuch grand Events? Did 
not the Honour of God, and the Reaſon of Things, 
indiſpenſibly require it? An extraordinary Man we 
ſee he was, in his Behaviour and Condition; and 
was not this one of the Reaſons of it? His being the 
Father of a Nation of twelve Tribes was a great 


and I believe the Grandfathers of allthe Nations were 


rity the Africans are meaner than the Poſterity of his 
Brothers. To be the Father of the Church, and of 


. 
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who were to be made in ſome Reſpects the moſt 


eminent People in the World for a long Time; ant 


to be the Root of the Goſpel Church, which is to 
continue to the End of Time, was yet a greater- 
Thing, and required a greater Eminency, even a 
2 as well as natural Eminency. It was meet 

t Providence ſhould work beyond common to 
make him an eminent Perſon, and to manifeſt him 
to be ſueh; and this might be one of the Ends and 
Effects of this miraculous Increaſe: of his Subſtance 
recorded in the Text. e 

9. God did this Wark for , Jacob to make him far 
ther; and therefore more eminently 4 Figure of the 
Meſh, which was to come. He was indeed à Figure 
of Chriſt before, in his being, bleſſed. by his Father, 
and ſent. from home to fetch a Wife, and in his: 
Marriage in ſome wonderful Manner; as were ſe- 
veral other eminent Men in the. figurative. Time of 
the Old Teſtament, ſuch. as Mg, Sampſon, Sah 
mon, and his own Father Jaac. But now the Lotd- 
would make him a Figure of his Son Chriſt, and of 
his ſpiritual Flocks, the Saints of the Eartir in his 
Subſtance. His two Wives indeed were Figures of 
the Churches of Chriſt, both Jeuiſh and Gentil, 


as diſtinguiſhed. from each other; but there« were 


many great Things, in relation to Believers in oo - 
mon, both of Jews and Gentiles, which deſereed a 
2 5 figurative Repreſentation. of them, which 
us Wives could not repreſent, . and therefore muſt 
be repreſented by his Flock; which were very pro- 
per Materials fqg this End, partly in their own Nas 
ture, and partly and more eminently. as they were- 


the Flock of. Jacob; whoſe Circumſtances made him 


2 proper Figure of the Meſſiah. beyond ſome of the 
Patriarchs themſelves, who yet were eminent Fi- 


gures of him. As a Type of Chriſt he might, and 


* | indeed 


1 
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indeed was excelled by every one of them in one Re- 
| ſpe or other; yet on the other Hand, ſome Cir- 
cumſtances in his Life made him excel every one of 
them in ſome other Circumſtance. None of them 
was ſuch a Figure of the Me/fah and his Church, in 
his Wives and Poſterity, as Jacob was; and none of 
them at all a Figure of him in their Subſtance but 
he alone. How notable a Figure he was in this Re- 
ſpe, will appear to any one, that is not infected 
with Infidelity, before the End of this Diſcourſe. 
Loftly, Among many other Reaſons, it was meet 
upon the Account of the great Injuſtice be. had met with. 
If the Favour of Providence in' a common, Wa 
was ſufficient in caſe of ordinary Injuſtice, it 1s 
plain that an extraordinary Favour was proper in 
caſe of extraordinary Injuſtice, to ſuch a Perſon as 
Jacob was. A Man of ſuch eminent Piety, the Son 
of ſuch eminent Parents, upon that Account a great 
Figure of the Meſiab; a favourite Child of God, to 
whom he had ſhewed great Favours ; which the 
Scripture ſhews us, is a dangerous Aggravation of the 
Fault of thoſe who a& againſt Men of this Character, 
in the Inſtance of Moſes, Numb. xii. 5 to'g. And 
the Lord came down in the Pillar of the Cloud, and 
food in the Door of the Tabernack, and called Aaron 
and Miriam. And they both came forth, &c. And 
who had for a long Time faithfully ſerved the Man 
Laban, who wronged him, and had been a great 
Bleſſing and Benefit unto him, as hath been ſhewed 
already. All theſe Phings conſidered together were 
Aggravations of Laban's Injuſtice w' him, which 
was evidently great in itſelf, beſides its Aggravation; 
ſo as to cauſe the judge of all the Earth to take 
Notice of it to Jacobs Comfort, but to Laban's Re- 
proach. All this made Way for God, who takes 
every Occaſion to do his People Good, to work emi- 
| nently 


5) | 
nently in Jarod's __ even to thaw hit a Favour, 


equal to the Injuſtiee he met with, which was 4 
full Reparation for it, for diverſe holy and great 
Ends. But this leads me e 1o'ths bar See- 
ral 40; 5 which is, | 


II. I flew what br be the” Ends wade 
this fingular Work of | Providence. 1 habe 1 
ſhewed-the Grounds and Cauſes whetice it 
cecded; but I am now to ſhew whereto it tende 
what were the Ends of it; for as every Work . 
God hath ſome Cauſes from whence it proceedeth, 
ſo it hath ſome Ends for the Sake of which it is; {6 
conſequently" this uncommon Work of Providence 
had. The moſt apparent are theſe two: 

1. It was for the Manifeſtation of God's Ar 
Perfections _ Sovereignty, for ſome | 
great Ends. 2. It was to make Jacob in his . 
Figure of the horch of Chriſt under che Goſpel, 
1. God did this notable Work recorded in the Text 
br the" Manfeftation e e forms" goof” aut 
great Eudt; conſequently it comes in my Way, 
1. To ſhew what of God was manifeſted in this Mat- 
er. 2. What were his Ends in che Manifeſtation 
bf bimfelf in this Matter. 

What of God was manifeſted, ad full ts, bad 
prth to the World, in this -natural Work of Pros - 
detice recorded in the Text for the Uſe of the 
orld! Several of the divine Perfe&tions and 80. 
ercignty appeared i in this. 1. Seven of his 4 
dutes, as 
1. His Knowbdge and Notice of Labari's Hite ws 1 
Jacob, and of Jacob's  Sufferings at his Hand. 80 
e declared in Chap. Xxxi. 11, 12. . 
be Angel of Gad ſpute taito me in a Dream; '3 
acob ; A here 4 . * a 
5 422 Ne ux 


. 
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ſaw Laban's hard Dealing, ſaw and knew on the 
other Hand Jacob's faithful Service to Laban. God 
being an infinite and omnipreſent Life, muſt ſee, 
bear, and know all Things, immediately and eter- 
nally, as it is aſſerted concerning him, 1"{Jobm iii. 
20. And he knoweth all Things. This, together 
with his Sovereignty, founded upon his Relations to 
Men, is the principal Part, tho not the Whole of 
his Fitneſs to judge the World in the preſent and 
future Life; which he could not poſſibly do aright, 
without the perfect Knowledge of all Things. Of 
this univerſal Knowledge of God, which is his 
great Fitneſs to be the Judge of all the Earth, the 
Tranſaction recorded in the Text is an Inſtance that 
manifeſts it; agreeable. to the Declaration of God, 
in relation to the evil Behaviour of Men in other 
Caſes, Jer. xxix. 23. Even I know, and am Witneſs, 
faith the Lord. God hath given many Evidences by 
his . Judgments in the Courſe of Time, that he 
knoweth the . manifold Tranſgreſſions of Men, and their 
mighty Sins; and all the Churches. are 'made to know 
one Time or anotrber by the . ſame Means, that be doth 
not ſearch the Heart and the Reins, without finding the 
Euil that is in them, Rev. ii. 22, 23. E I will 
caft her into a Bed, and them that commit Adultery 
with her into great Tribulation, except they repent of 
. their Deeds, &c. But the thorough Conviction of 
this is reſeryed to the laſt Day, Rom. ii. 16. In the 
Day uben God ſhall judge the Secrets of Men by Jeſu 
2. As the Knowledge, ſo the Power of God is ma- 
aieſted in this ancient Work of God. An ordinary 
Meaſure of divine Power muſt be acknowledged to 
animate-the whole Frame of Providence at all Times 
| 2 Prophet "Ezekiel i. 20, 21. Whither ſoever the 
irit bas to go, they went, thither was their Spirit u 
gestand the Wheels were lifted up over againſt them; fa 
. | t 


much Faith in Mg 
which had no Virtue in them-to gain it ;. and whi 


e I 


8 9 e 
the Wat 


. Was in the: Wheels, &e, 
tells us that e "the living God is in theſe Wheels. 
When, it is raiſe hig tc Work Things reater-than 
ordinary, as ſometimes it, Is, we here £ e we may 
be ſure, that it bath that Effect when God's Power 
is more than ordinary active in it. The Tranſaction 
recorded in the Text being no leſs than a Miracle, Is 
mult be the Effect, of a more than ordina Power, as 
every Miracle is, The. peeling of the Ry gs, "laying 
5 7 in the Gutters, and ſerti bay Faces of the e 
when they conceived, tow 22,5 the motley-coloured 
among them, was indeed no Mꝛracle, but eaſy to 
A. done by Man in a natural Way; altho they were 
ange and odd Actions, and as ſuch difficult to be 
ph: in Faith, or in a religious moral Senſe, and were 
only eaſy to be done i in a natural Senſe. It required 
1 little bodily Power to perform them; but tp 
make theſe Actions effectual to attain the End: they 
were deſigned to attain, required more than human 
or augelical Power or Authority, eyen a du ine Power 
and Authority. The divine, Power to make. them 
effectual, 1 0 the divine Authority to make them 
lawfully take effect. This appears plainly, 92 


the Spirit of. 2 


we jute Mie: that the like Effect never came to 


in the World, either before or àſter; altho we 


be, ſure "that, neither good Will, * En eavour to 


obtain it, was wanting am en; and When 
we e alſo hat there e in the Na- 


acob to uſe Means to gain an E 


5 of the Means to cauſe the Effect, A req 1 ; 


on the o d; ed the great Power of 
WW, e i 1170 2 Or of. Pe | 


pf, Power-which' made the 


cure the ſtung . 
— to cure 1 0 


Leproſy; | 
4 Kr 


* 
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3 the Ge - and Spiitle, SOD 
no gy Tendency to cure Blindneſs , 
on the contrary had rather a Tendency to hurt 88 
made the meer looking upon the peeled Rods, and 
my. coloured Cattle, a Means to cauſe others to con- 
ceive, and to bring forth their Young of chat Co- 
jour. Here is indeed ſomething which Jarub could 
do, and ſomething which he could not do, as was 
the Caſe in all Miracles. Jacob could uſe the Means, 
but not make them effectual. God would not do 
the Part which Jacob could perform; but that 
which he could not perform, which was makin 
0, Means effectual; that Jacob might work wi 
| Godin the Matter, and bade the Bleſſing in a m 
Fake Way, than F he 15 nothing. Po, Fl muſt 
the t of Braſs, ſet it * and 
le 2 look . and Naaman muſt go 
5 or dan, and waſh in it ſeven Times; but God muſt 
? both effectual; where we ſee how little is 
Man's Agency in the miraculous Actions of Provi- 
dence, as compared with God Agency in jt.” It was, 
God alone that did the Miracle. 25 Was nothing 
miraculous or eminent in Jacob's Action, tho' the 
Means he uſed were odd, and the Principle from 
whence be acted, even bis Faith, was ſuper-natural 
and great: But God's Part in it was ext: rdinary, 
and initnitable by any Creature Power; and it is 
112 that Account ſome eminent Manifeſtation of 
7 eat ower unto the End of Time and 8 
Gals appeared unte Abraham Fool a Sc. 
been CY the Name of God... before he 
on, Dy the Name of x fa or anto their Poſte- 
. He acted as ſuch towards them 
in in hi rovidence., What' Vas done ie W breads 


0 ſhewed that e e 
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| fary, in order to anſwer the good Ends of Life, na- 


- Which he had declared, ſworn and ſealed, as to de- 


to Jacob himſelf,” and promiſed to bleſs him before 
this Time, Gen. xxviii. 14, 1 5. And thy Seed ſhall be 
as theiDuft of the Earth; and thou fhalt ſpread abroad 


Patriarchal Bleſſing, which he received from his 


that this Increaſe of his Subſtance was immediately 


and magnify the Wiſdom of their Author. This 


n 
4. Here is likewiſe ſome Manifeſlaticit of the Truth. 
and Faithfulneſs of Ged. God had promiſed his Fa- 
thets Abraham and Iſaac to bleſs their Seed; which 
tho it reached their . for a long Time to 
come, yet could not but in ſon 


| Vine ſpecial Manner fe- 
late to their neareſt Poſterity, He had alſo appeared 


to the Welt,” and to the Eaſt, and to ibe North, and to 
the South; and in thee, and in thy Seed, ſhall all the 
Families of the Earth be bleſſed, &c. And now theſe. 
Promiſes, and the Promiſes contained in the great 


Father's Hands and Mouth before he came from 
home, now did operate. Tho it may be obſerved, 


but a temporal Blefling and Good, yet we ohght to 
conſider, that it was a Good both uſeful and neceſ- 


tural and ſpiritual ; a Figure of a great ſpiritual Sub- 
ject, even the Goſpel-Church, as will be ſhewed 
anon : And that the Promiſes and the Old Teſta- 
ment went much upon temporal Things, that were 
ſo contrived as to be Shadows of good Things to 
come; and were conſequently ſome Grounds and 
Directions to Faith and Hope of ſpiritual Good; 
which mightily magnified the Value of thoſe Pro- 
miſes, as they were not meerly temporal Promiſes ; 


Mercy, which was both of a temporal and ſpiritual 
Nature together, and extraordinary in its Kind, Uſe 
and Deſigns, was ſuch an Operation and Demon- 
ſtration of God's Faithfulneſs, and of the Truth 


ſerye 


«4, - +4 
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ſerve the ſerious Notice of the World in all Ages to 
on,, way: | * 1 

2. As his Perfections, ſo likewiſe his Sovereignty 
appears in this Matter. As the Soveteignty of God 
appears in every Thing elſe, ſo In the Diſtribution 
of Mens Goods. We have ſome notable Inſtances 
of it recorded in divine Writ, as in giving ſome * . 
body's Ram to Abraham, without his leave, to be offered 
in a Burnt Sacrifice unto the Lord, Gen. xxii. 13. 

In directing his People Mael to ſpoil the Egyptians, 
who had greatly abuſed them, Exod.'xi. 2, 3, &c. 
And to ſpoil the Midianites, Numb. xxxi. In Chriſt's di- 
recting the Diſciples to take the Colt, upon which be rode - 
to Feruſalem withoot paying for it, or even aſking the 
Owners leave for the Uſe of it, Luke xix. 29, to 34. 
And here in directing Jacob to enrich himſelf upon 
Laban's Coſt. Jacob never could have thought of a 

Method ſo ſtrange aund unuſual, without ſome Hints 

from above; or ſuppoſing it could have come to his 

Thoughts, he would have either feared it had been 

unjuſt; as before this Time, he feared to perſonate 

747 to obtain the Bleſſing, Chap. xxvii. 11, 12. or 

if he could have thought it innocent, he could not 
believe that it would be effectual; but rather be 


afraid, that it would expoſe him to Scorn and Re- 


proach, if not to Laban's Revenge, and ſome notable 
Injury, if he had not had ſome Revelation from God 
of the Succeſs. Who could act Faith againſt Nature, 
as Jacob here did, without the Help of divine Reve- 
lation? We indeed read of his having ſome Revela- 
tion of it by a Dream in the next Chapter, but he 
might have had ſome ſecret Intimations of God's Will 
beſides that, how to uſe Means in order to obtain an 
Effect, which had ſo many great Things for its 
Cauſes, and Grounds; and tended to ſuch great Ends 
and Effects. There is in the Matter, * 
e a iſplay 


/ 


(4 | 
diſpl od's Sovereignty, without any Injuſtice 
5 of os either 1 God, or from Jacob 
himſelf ; as he acted by the Direction 97 and 
ſovereign God. Thus the Sovereignty and Perfec- 
tions of God are manifeſted in this Affair ; as always 
they are in ſome eminent Manner, in Actions which 
are above the common Courſe of Nature, ſuch as 
this was: tho' it chiefly manifeſts the Power, Good- 


neſs and Juſtice of God. But, 


II. 7 comes now in my Way to ſhew, what might be 
the Ends of God in this Mani feſtation of himfelf; for it 
cannot be, that God ſhould do this without an End: 
both the Nature of God and the Thing itſelf ſhew, 
that it muſt have ſome Ends worthy of God. And 
tho this Manifeſtation of God, was itſelf the Deſign 
of the maryellous Work; yet this End itſelf tended 
ther Ends; which are neceflary to be treated of 
ere; as it was ſubordinate and inferior to them, and 
e nearly connected with them. They were theſe 
do; The Inſtruction and Benefit of Men, and the 
Glory of Gen, fg 
I. This Manifeſtation of God in the wonderful 
Mork in the Text, was. for the Inſtruction and Benefit 
of Men in ney Reſpects. That which may be na- 
ary learnt from God's Knowledge and Notice of 
the 700d and Evil done by Men; and alſo enjoyed 
| and, ſuffered by them, his Care, over them, his 
| udging between them with great Power, Goodneſs, 
Juſtice, Faithfulneſs and Sovereignty, is, that God 
Will Judge the World at laſt in Rightecuſneſs : for 
_ tho! ſome through Evil Biaſs and Principles, and 
from an Heart that frettetb againſt the Lord, are 
500 to ſay, where is the Ged of Judgment? as ſome. 


diſpoſed People did of Old, Mal. ii. 17. becauſe 
Naben is nt ſpredcy, and fully executed upon 


1 OEOETIEES evil 


„ 


God, and ourſelves, 


F 44) 


evil Men; yet it is for. want of know Provi- 
Hewes of God better, and looking TAN great 
Works of Old. Theſe Jews cold not have ſpoken 
as here they do, and i in Chap. 1 ul. 13, I, I 5. "Your 
Words have been f out againſt me, ſaith t Lord: Ter 
Je ſay, Bb $ [7 pe 4 gainſt thee? &. 
Had J called to Mind God dealt here with 
theic 57 Father and Root of their Tribes Facob; 
and how the Lord had judged between the reft of 


their Fathers, and their Enemies, thro ſo many 


Ages paſt; and conſidered alſo that he is fit to jud 
the World, Who is all-knowing, all-wiſe, tak 
Care about the Affairs of Men, is able to do marv 


lous Things when Occaſions offer; is faithfal,. juſt 
and good, and hath perfect Authority over all 
Things. All theſe Things appearing in the Inſtance 


before us, do Evidence his Fitneſs to be the Judge of 
all the Earth, to every Man that conſiders it; tho 
thoſe who ſaw it with their Eyes, and were imme- 


diately intereſted in it, even Jacob, and Laban. and 


their Families and Neighbours, might have- the 
greateſt Conviction of this. 

As this inſtructs us in ſeveral Things relating to 
God, ſo it informs us of ſeveral Duties relating to 
It is proper to raiſe and 


eſtabliſh a comfortable Hope 


to be patient under 
lieved 055 them by the Providence of God, or by 


of Deliverance, and 


Redreſs from the Oppreſſions of Men, to induce us 
1 tug until we are either re- _ 


— 


Death and the final Judgment of God in the other 


World. To deter Men. from Injuſtice toward their 
Fellow-Creatures, ſeeing it will Ries upon them the 
uncomfortable Judgment of God. We ſee here how 
he made Jacub s Matter good a 


Coſt; which is put upon Record, to let the World 


know, what Notice he will take of th the Evil dealing of 
Men, 


Laban to his 


Men, that they may learn Righteouſneſs, Ia. xxvi. g. 
latter Part. It is alſo an Encouragement both to come in- 
to, to perſevere in the Service of God, and to be emi- 
nent in Piety; as this Miracle of Kindneſs was done for 
a Man eminently good; and that it would never have 
been done for any ſinſul Perſon; or even that was 
but imperfectly good. All theſe Inſtructions, which 
are many, and of great Importance, may be learut 
from this Inſtance. | pl r 

2. It tended to that which is the ultimate End of 
all Things, the Glory of God. It was the End of his 
Work of his Creation, Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord bath 
made all Things for himſelf : yea, . even the Wicked for 
the Day of Evil. It is of his Works of Providence 
and Grace aflerted, Eph. 1. 3. to 6. Bleſſed be the 
Gad and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
25 us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Places in 
Chrift, &c. Hence the Prophets and Apoſtles end 
their Accounts of God's Works ſo often in men- 
tioning his Praiſe, as Pſalm ult. Praiſe ye the Lord. 
Praiſe God in his Sanftuary: Praiſe him in tbe 
Firmament of his Power, &c. Rom. xi. 36. For 
of him, and through him, and to him are all Things, 

o whom be Glory for ever, Amen. And Chap. 
xvi. laſt Verſe, To God only Wiſe, be Glory through 
Feſus Chrift for ever. Amen. Phil. iv. 20, &c. This 
more eſpecially muſt be the End of his extraordinar 
Works; of this in the Text among the reſt; which 
js recorded for that Purpoſe : and the ſovereign Will 
of God, together with the many valuable Uſes of the 
Manifeſtation of God in this Affair, are a juſt Ground 
of it: upon this account the Pſalmiſt in the Power of 
the Spirit ardently wiſhes, and often repeats his Wiſh, 
that Men would praiſe the Lord for his wonderful 
Works to the Children of Men! Pal, cvii. verſes 8, 15, 
21, 31. All Things will end in the Glory of the 
| bleſſed 
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bleſſed Creator. Good mate directiy tends to this; 
and the worſt Evils will be made by a Compaſs to 


terminate here. 1 1 
2. The Lord wrought thus wonderfully, o make 


Jucob in bis Subſtance, a Hgure of the" Meſſiah" the 
was BY Son of Cad, in bis ſpiritual SubMante, and Puſſeſion 
ich in the 1/2rid, which is the Church of God. As moſt 
ola of the extraordinary Tranſactions, as well as 

Fe the extraordinary Perſons under the Old Teſtament, 

of were Enſamples or Types to future Ages, as the 
his Bf apoſtle gives us to underſtand,” 1 Chr: x. 18. as -- 
arb obſerved before; ſo we may reckon this extraordi- 


for nary Tranſaction in the Text, to be a Figure either 
ey of Chriſt, or of his Church; as either of theſe were 
the the Subjects of all the Types. Jacob's Flock could 
ath Wl not be a Type of the Son of God; as he himſelf 
in was the Figure of him; and that the Flock, and the 
nd Tranſaction about them, cannot with any Propriety 
27 be applied unto him; eſpecially their Number, and 
d. mixt Colour of Black and White, is moſt unſuitable ” 
be to the perfect Converſation of the Son of God; which 
* was without any Mixture of the Darkneſs and Black- 
, neſs of Sin, and therefore called a Lamb without Spot 
2 and Blemiſh, 1 Pet. i. 19. It was therefore a Figure of 
5 ſomething belonging to Chriſt, even of his Subſtance; 
18 not his natural and common, but ſpiritual Subſtance, 
4 which is his Church and People; a great and com- 
mon Subject of Old Teſtament Shadows, with 
1 which it will agree in ſo many Particulars, and in 
- ſuch a Manner, as will ſhew it to be a deſigned 
, Figure of the Church. This will be evidenced in 
f the following Part of the Diſcourſe, which is, 
[ | I, To ſhew wherein the Tranſaction about Facad's 
| Flock, was a Figure of the Church of God in the 
Time to come, principally under the Goſpel, U | 


s 
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am to ſhew, wherein Jacob's Flook, 5 
about them figured the Church of God; ef- 
under the Goſpel; which all the reſt of 
25 ngs which figured the Church in general, 
jefly reſpected it, for Reaſons already given. The 
Church was figured by this Tranſa&tion in 
following Things 
N N e of the Goſpel Church, 
* had them by way of Games front Father-in- 
law Laban; as we ſee in that Part of the Text; con- 
tained in Verſes 31 to 35. He did not either ſteal 
them ſecretly, or openly take them by Force, or 
without Conſent; he was neither able, nor in the 
leaſt diſpoſed to do either of theſe ; but he had them 
by Conſent, in the Way of a Covenant upon, cer- 
_ Conditions and Terms on both Sides; the uſual 
Way in all Covenants, and eſſential to the Nature 
of them, The Condition on Jacob's Side was not 
to have all Labuns Flock, but only thoſe who were 
of diverſe Colours, and that had any white in them, 
Verſes 31, 32, 33. The Conditon.n on Laban's Side, 
or what Laban his Father expected for his Part of 
his Cattle, was his keeping his own Cattle for ſome 
longer Time: Not all "his Life long, he doth not 
inſiſt upon that; for he knew that Jacob would cer- 
"_ nly go whos to his Friends and , together 
Wives and Family; but for ſome Years 
= which Was a hard Service, and attended 
much Affliction from the Weather, the Heat of 
the Dey, the Cold of of the Night, wild Beaſts that would 
Flock, As Nummouſan and ſtraggling 
1 the Flock, and the great Labour with them; of 
which Jacob gives Hin Chap. XXXi. 38, 39. 
* 
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carried home with him to y P of 


his Flock freely; without arty | Geri, 972 
he gave hitm his Dau: rein og 
bone Condition, even of 


ear i fe Covenant, but a 
Covenant 3 
ſome conſiderable Value and Tmpe in order to 
obtain it; as Covenant is the moſt ſolemn Kind of 
verbal Tranſaction chat is in he World; ſo the Fa- 
ther neither gave; nor did Chrilt"alle; all Mankind to 
be his Kingdom in the World; . 
Father wilted this, Chriſt would have aſked it; ati 
if Chriſt hatl aſked it; the Father would have granted 
£0 Sting; dnl CHA aſking being 
ffectly agreeable. Had «this been the Gale, the 
hae Wild would have been Chrilt's ſpiritual 
Kingdom, and faved in fact: Unleſs 6 2 
poſe that Chriſt could aft, and the Father 
in vain, by reaton'cither of Mutability or 
which is orrible to ſuppoſe. ro youre ep 
of the Father's giving, or of Chriſt's aſleing the 
whole World to be his Church; but of his el 
mrs ae Tg unto him out of the 
obn xvii. 6. The Redevnied are ae 1 Nate, 
bes and Tongnes, but only ſome or g all Ne- 
titns, Tongues' and Tribes ii Barth,/ Rev. v.. g. Ye - 
And when be bad taken the Book; the four Beaſts, and 


„ bore the Land, 


2 8 them | 
E e Da Saints, Ke: Be. 
re che Time of the Goſpel, -Salvation was confined 

1 for, 2060 Years, and before that, 10 


. 
e the moſt extentive Bend 


. f race, Part of: N World had 
4 . 3 3 wa 2 0 


5 
the Time of the Reformation and Revival of de, 
cayed Chriſtianity, the Pagan, Malometan, and Pa- 
% Fart of the World; are no Part even of Chriſt s 
viſible Church itſelf x. the tu latter having added. a 
ay Apoſtacy from revealed Religion, to Fo © 80: 


of ther 155 $260 the Relig 
Ne f me f all; and Jags 0 the Fach which 


is ſaid to be grep but, opce i, 77 Saints, Judt, 
Verſe 3. 79 when I gave al Diligence to Write 
unto you. of the common een Py 20as.. needful for 
me to write unto. you, and e e He ne Howl 
earneſtly contend for the Faith whic wat ance delivered 
unio.the Saints. The Notion then of the Salvation 
of Heathens, Mahometans, &c, without the Goſpel, 
which Armenia ns, Arians, and Socintans have learned 
from the Beit, and would propagate among us, is 
the Effect of a corrupt Mind, and a Trick of the 
Devil to bring the Gefpel into Contempt. „And as 
the Father gave not all Men to Chriſt, tobe his 
Treaſure, _ to be foul, ſo he ga ve no 1 of 
them, eyen his ele& People, but. Con tion 
of his buying them with his dee Suffering 
in the World, during ſome conſiderable Number of 
Years: He took them; not without the Father's Con- 
ſent, and Grant of them, as Chriſt, himſelf plainly 
_ owns, - fohn xvii. L ogoteys Se. As As. Laban was 
thoroughly willing to give the. Sort and Number of 
Cattle which Jacob aſked, witneſs his ſaying, Ob That 
it might be now. according to thy Ward ! 10 Tod: Was 
infinitely far from repenting of his 2 5 and Y 
miſe to his Son; and cha the Terms 
Covenant afterward, as Laban . 5 With e 6 
as diſpleaſed upon that 1 5 But on the 
trary, rejoiced in his Son, and in his Works on 
the Glory reſulting from the peculiar P Part of. 


dom, Lai. xlii. 
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my. Soul delighteth; I have' put my Spirit 22 fs 

l. bring od er Judgement to the Gentiles, & 

v.40, an 3. For the Father lqveth, f 4 
N and hath g given all Thin g into his Hands : 1 9 — 

other hand, Chriſt hal them not without a Price, 

0 and Satisfaction to Juſtice for their Offence,, even the 

e 


BY Price of his Blood; but upon that Qondifion;he had 
chem with the moſt perfect Conſent, as is. eyident 
tom his Work of ſaving the Elect, being called the 
„ Pleaſure of the Lord that ſhould proſper: in. bis Hundi, 
ia. li. 10. Thus evidently Chriſt's) Flock. his 
4 BY Church in the World, is the Fruit of the Coorg of 


1 Peace, the Covenant of Redemption between the 
Father and the Son; as Jacob's Flock was the Con- 
d ſequence of his laſt Covenant with . Laban. his Fa- 
$ ther; who in his relation to Jacob, was ſome.F | 
f of God the Father: and likewiſe in the Part wi 
be bore in the Covenant with Jacub, in giving 
. him Part of his Flock, u Condition of hard 
Service for ſome Vears; he reſembled the Part 
which the Father acted in 2 Covenant of Re- 
demption with Chriſt his Son: Alſo in his Severity 
| towards him, neither giving him his Daughters who 
were Figures of the Jewiſh and Gentile Churches of 
Chriſt, nor Portion with them, without hard Ser- 
vice for them, which was a Dealing hard beyond 
common, as his own Daughters take notice, Chap. 
XXXi. 14, 15, 16. And Rachel and Leah anfivered, and 
ſaid unto lum, is there yet any Portion or tance for 
us in our Father's Houſe? &c. He was ſome Figure, and 
no doubt a deſigned Figure of 'the Severity of Juſtice 
towards Chriſt; to whom Juſtice. would allow no 
1 le, no Church out of the World, without the 
Service for them: only with this Difference, 
3 the Severity of Divine Juſtice was free from any 
Sin; while Labar's Severity was not without much 
* And that God did not change, his Covenaniize 
nt La- 
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Labun did; yet herein Labar's Carriage to Facob vas 
ſome Reſemblance of the Carriage of Juſtiee t 
Chriſt; as was alſo King Saul s Carriage to Junai dan 
eſpecially in the Paſſage related in 1 Sam. Chap? 
xiv. Verſe 24 to 44: ind to David alſo his Sori-in- 
law, theugh not without much Difparity ; which 
indeed is the Caſe of moſt of the Types, and no Ob- 
jection to their Reality and Uſe. Believers een 
the Children of the Covenant, Als iii. 25. With 

out doubt, as they are the Children of God accord 
ing to chat Covenant between the Father and the 

Son; theſe only will be faved at laſt: For Hewſo- 
ever the Door of Salvation may be open to others 
for a Time, Luke xix. 42. ng, if cho Bu 
known, even thou, af raft in-this't Day, be * 7 
. which belong unto thy Peace ! but now they are 
thine Eyes. Vet Chriſt will preſent * to 
ther, but thoſe which he ha given him, Heb: \in 
And again, I will put thy Truft in him. And again, Be 
bold, T and the Children which God hath gien me.” 

2. According to this Covenant between Hil 
and his Law-Father, Jacob did putchafe his Flock 
by his hard and faithful Service, as he tells La- 
ban, Chap. xxxi. 38 60 41. hir taventy Years 
have T with thee ; thy Eus and thy She-goats have 
not caft their Young, and the Rams of thy Photk have I 
not eaten,&c. He did not enter into this En 
and afterwards break it, as Laban did, who-was wil 
ling to depart from his Part in the Engagement, and 
upon that Account was a much more imperfect Fs 
gure of God the Father, than Jucab was of God 
the Son, who was faithful in his Covent: And it 
was morally” impoſſible that a Man of Fatob' $ Piety, 
who was already a Figure of Chriſt in his Marriage 
with Labun's Daughters; and was to be in this 
fair alſo a Figure of him, ſniould break his Cove- 
aant x le che Son of God our bleſſed Saviour, did 

| In 


Cay 
all Reſpects, in the. Buſineſs of the r of 
he Elect, which is the principal Deſign of the whole , 
niverſal mediatorial Kingdom here pon Earth, ac- | 
ording to his Covenant with the Father. He vas 
aithfi unto him as his Son and Servant in all the Work 
F brs Houſe, Heb: iii. 2,6. And rendered unto 
im all the Service which was due from him as our 
ſediator, and his Son and Servant. And as Jacob 
ould appeal to his Father Laban more than once con- 
erning his faithful Service unto him, a little before 
his going home into Canaan; ſo. could the Son of 
od fay to his Father towards the End of his Courſe 
pon Earth, I have glorified thee on Earth, I have fi- 
bed the Work wwhich thou gaveſt me to 24 N Xvit, © 
And juſt as he departed upon the Croſs, he faid, 
is finiſhed, Chap. xix. 30. Chriſt is a faithful God 
eeping the Covenant made, both towards God his 

er, and towards his Creatures, even his univer- 
al Covenant with the World, Ger. ix. 8 to 17. And 
lis ſpecial Covenant with his Church, included in 
e former; and the Father hath borne Witneſs to 
is Faithfulneſs, as his Son and Servant, Math. xvii, 
. While be yet ſpake, behold, a breght Cloud overſha- 
brd them : and behold, a Voice cut of the > 

ch ſaid, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am bel 
eaſed :- Hear ye lim. And Ja. xlii. 1, 2, 3, 4, &c. 
Ilſo, as Laban owned that his Subftance proſpered 
nder Jacob's Hands, as we have ſeen in the Words 
the Text; ſo the Father hath declared to the 
Vorld, the Proſperity of his Work and Kingdom 
der Chriſt's Management, Jaz. ix. 6, 7. For unto 
a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: And the G- 
rnment ſhall be upon his Shoulder : And his Name 
ul be called, Wonderful, Counſellor, The Mighty. God, 
be Everlaſting Father, The Prince of Peace, &c. and 
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his Days, -and the Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in 
his Hand. As Jacob told Laban, that the Righteouſ. 
neſs of his dealing ſhould anſwer for him, Verſe 3; 
of the Text; ſo did the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt fully 
anſwer to the Demand and Expectation of the ſe. 
vere and infinite Juſtice of God to full Satisfaction 
The Covenant of Redemption made in Eternity 
was the Rule and Pattern, both of Chriſt's Agenq 
and Expectation together. The Promiſes of the Fathe 
in that Covenant, were the Pattern of his Expect 
tion; and his Promiſes to the Father on the othe 
hand, were the Rule of his Service and Sufferings. 
3. As Jacob did ſeparate his Flock from Laban's, anl 
ſet three Days Journey betaveen them ; and put then 
in ſome Ground, which either his Father Laban al 
ſigned him, or which he bought of another, tha 
there might be no Communication between them; 
that Jacob's motly coloured Cattle ſhould not infel 
Laban's Flock with their Colour, and give occafion 
to Laban to complain of Jacob's Injuſtice, to deny 
the Miracle which God wrought in his behalf, and 
to ſpoil God of the Glory of it; ſo the Lord Chi 
after he had ſpent ſome Time in the World, in1 
State of Servitude to the Father, though he was Hel 
of Heaven, and Son of God, even as Jacob, wil 
ſerved while he was from home, was the Heir of ( 
naum; yea, of the World, in the Senſe that Abratat 
was ſo called, Rom. iv. 13; and the Son of the gre: 
Patriarch Iſaac, ſeparated the Apoſtles and Diſciples 
His ſpiritual Flock; from the World, as declared in the 
Goſpel, Math: x. to Verſe 4, Luke x. 1; unto thi 
he refers in John xv. 19, I have choſen you out of th 
Werld. It is a continual Work of God in the Wo 
from Time to Time, to ſet apart every one that 1s 
fer himſelf, Plal. iv. 3, even as Jacob ſeparated 
very one among Laban's F lock that had ſome ut 
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n him; and by a manifold Agency upon their Na- 
ure and Condition, puts them far aſunder from each 
other, as Jacob did put his Flock far from Laban's; 
wing firſt diſtinguiſhed them from the World in 
is own Mind, by his eternal Decree, and aſterwards 
n Character in his Word he hath made a great Dif- 
rence ; and agreeable to this by his Grace in their 
earts, he makes a real and very conſiderable Diffe- 
ence in Principles and Difpofitions inwardly, in Con- 
rerfation outwardly ; and by his Providence calling 
hem into his Church, which is a ſacred we 5 7 
liſtinct from the profane World; and at laſt will 
nake a perfect Separation between them, when he 
vill carry them home to Heaven; as Jacob's Flock 
ere carried at laſt ſeven or eight Days Journey from 
aban's Flock, Chap. xxxi. 22, 23, Oc. far enough 
rom them; where à great Gulph is fixed between them, 
þ that they cannot paſs over any more to each other's 
ommunion and Place, Luke xvi. 26. It ſignifies 
oth the great Diſtance and Difference between them, 
hich gave the Apoſtle the faireſt Occaſion to ſay 
e Words, which he ſpeaks in 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 
b, 17, Be ye not oy yoked together with Unbe. 
evers. For what Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with 
nrighteouſneſs ? and what Communion hath Light with 
Varkneſs? &c. Profeſſors of Religion do veryill anſwer 
Is þ * of the different State of God's People 
om the World, who conform ſo much to it in 
emper, Behaviour and Principles, as to make the 
ſiltinction ſcarcely to be known ; and ſome differ in 
ttung at all except their Profeſſion; eſpecially thoſe 
ong Diſſenters are to be blamed; who, while they 
ſent from the Ceremonies of theeſtabliſhed Church; 
lent alſo frorn the ſound Doctrines, held by ſome in 
at Church; but conform in Principles with the un- 
TIA eee TM and, 
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ſound, who are Arminians, Pelagians, Arians, and &. 
cinians, &c. and have was why. into the fundamen. 
tal Doctrines of Popery and Pagqniſm ; who whil 
they would avoid Superſtition on one Hand, have 
run into the deadly Poiſon of Infidelity on the other 
Hand. Jacob would any have his Flack come nex 
Laban's one coloured, m4 gs e a 
Cattle; and Laban, on the Hand, upo 
ferent Principles, would not have Jabs 8 Cal 
come near his. The Separation was both far, with 
reſpect to Place, and in reſpect of Time, ſo as never 
to come together; like the eternal Separation be 
tween God's People and the World at laſt. The 
Separation was far between the two Flocks whil 
Jae was from home, but when he went home t 
was much farther ; ſo. ſhould the Difference be. 
tween Good and Bad, between Gad's Children, and 
the Devil's Children be great in this World, that i 
to be perfect hereafter. God would not have hi 
Flock have any unneceffary finful Communion with 
the Wicked, to be infected by them; anf Sata 
himſelf would have been more afraid of God's Flock 
coming amongſt. his Servants, did he not ſee tha 

. more apt to be infected by ti 
they are apt on the contrary to i 
1 1 th 
time, he is ever uneaſy. upon that Head; as n lo. 
and then ſome are won over into the Love and P 7: 
* tice of Piety . by the Converfation of Believers; em 
as ſome of an's Cattle by beholding the Cattle jj 
ted and ſtraled with white, conceived their young of 1 
fame Cultur, Verſe 40 of the Text; ſo the Apolil 
argues 1 Cor. vii. 16. For what knoweſt thou, 4 Oy 
thou ſhalt ſave thy Huſband? or how k 
pa O Man, whether thou ſhalt ſove thy Wife? l. 
1 Pet, iii. 1, 2. Laue — be in ſahjedin 
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gur bum Huſbands; that 1 not the Ward, 
n they alſo . the Wierd a 
ile BY of 7he Miet, &c. And as Facob his Flock fat 
ve BY aſunder from Labuns, not-only that he might not 
xc complain that he did him Injuſtice, but that none 
ex WY alſo might deny the Miracle which God did in fa- 
ed WY vour of Jacob, and ſpoil him of the Glory of it; ſo the 
if. Son of God figured by Jacob, would keep a fair and 
tle WF conſpicuous Difference between his People and the 
u World, that the miraculous Power of in his 
e Favour may appear, in raifing him a Kingdom out 
of the World, and maintaining it in fpite of all 
Enmity againſt him; and that God may not loſe 
the Glory of this greateſt Work of his Power, and 
Love to his Son, in which he acteth above Natute 
all the Days of the Earth in his Favour, and becauſe 
of his Service to his Name, Phil. ii. g. to 11. 
Wherefore God alſo hath highly exalted him, ant 
given him a Name which is above every Name, &c. 
Chriſtians are therefore greatly concerned to main- 
tain the broad Difference between them and the 
wicked World, as this grand End of our Salvation 
cannot be obtained without it. There was ſuch a Dif- 
ference between the Flocks of Laban and Jacob, 
that every one that knew of the Covenant between 
them, and had Eyes to ſee, might ſee which be- 
longed to either of them when they looked carefully. 
This black Sheep or Goat is one of one Colour, and be- 
lunge to Laban ; but wphen they ſaw any other they un he, 
ay, this hath ſome white, and belongs to Jacob; theſe 
are bought with his Service, and according to bis Cove- 
nant wwith bis Father. Both the Families of Laban 
and Jacob knew the Difference ; and the Difference 
ſhould by right be ſo great in Temper and Conduct 
between the Good and Bad, the Men that belong to 
Heaven, and the Men of the Earth, that both Good 
25 E 3 | and 
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and Bad ſhould be able to diſcern it. And tho' at 
Diſtance it was not eaſy to know that thoſe who were 
either brown, or that had but a little white in them 
did belong to Jacob; yet near at Hand, and by look. 
ing round them, they might be known ta be his; 
even as weak and imperfect Believers may be known 
to belong to Chriſt, only by a near View of them 
in the divine Light. If Chriſtians were careful to 
keep their due Diſtance from a ſinful World, it 
would anſwer many good and great Purpoſes beſides 
this; and they would be kept from many Evils which 
otherwiſe cannot poſſibly avoid, while they ſinfulh 
conform to the World, Jam. iv. 4. Te Adulterers ani 
Adulteręſſes, know ye not that the Friendſhip of the World 
is Enmity with God? Whoſoever therefore will be 6 
Friend of the World, is the Enemy of God ; deſerves 
a careful Remembrance, and a practical Canformity 
unto it thro' the Chriſtian World; fo likewiſe Eph. 
v. 11. Aud have noFellowſhip with the unfruitful Works 
of Darkneſs, but rather reprove them. Nothing 6 
aptly and powerfully corrupts and deforms the 
Church of God, as. this ſinful Conformity 'to the 
World. Ir is the moſt common Diſeaſe of Believers 
in the Time of Proſperity ; and not curable without 
ſtrong Afflictions. It ever deſtroys the ſpiritual 
Glory and Beauty. It creeps on gradually indeed, but 
its Effects in Time will be fadly apparent. Let this 
Figure in the Text help to prevent this Evil; otherwiſe 
it will help the Conviction and Condemnation of the 
Guilty in Judgment. _ | | 
_ 4+ Jacob's Flock was a Figure of Chriſt's Goſpel- 
Church, as it was but ſmall at firſt ; but afterward it 
| increaſed to a Multitude, That it was but little at 
firſt, may be eaſily known from Laban, who was! 
covetous Man, and all along dealt ſeverely with J. 
e 
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his Flöck, who had ſome white in them, Ob that it 
might be now according to thy Word ! which he would 
hardly have ſaid, had they been many; And it may 
be known that they were but few alfo, from God's 
working a Miracle to increaſe them, and Jacob's 
uſing Means to that End; which he would not have 
done, had they been a great Number, Suppoſe there 
were twelve or thirteen Rams of the Goats of the 
Colour which Jacob claimed, and ſeventy or four- 
ſcore Sheep and Goats, that was but a little Portion 
and Reward for twenty Years Service, and duly. 0 
provide for bis large Family; but like his Father La- 
ban's Flock, under his Hand, they increaſed into 
a Multitude, as the laſt Verſe of the Text aſſerteth; 
and as likewiſe. may be learnt from his Preſents to 
his Brother Eſau, Chap. xxxli. 13, 14, 15. And be 
haged there that ſame Night : and took of that whith 
Tame to his Hand, a Preſent for Eſau his Brother, 
&c. In like Manner and correſpondent to this Figure 
of it, the Number of the Diſciples, which Chriſt the _ 
ſpiritual Jacob ſeparated from the World at firſt ; and 
which as he tells us, the Father gave bim out of the 
World, John xvii. 6. Fe, were but few, even 
twelve Apoſtles, and ſeventy Diſciples; which I 
doubt not were figured by the fuelue Melli, and the 
euenty Palm- trees at Elim, in the Beginning of the 
Jjraelites Journey into the Wilderneſs, Exod. xv, 
27. And might be figured here by the Number of 
Jacob's Flock at firſt, that God might ſhew the Son 
of his Love, the Figure of the ff Fruit of his 
Death, and Beginning of his Goſpel Kingdom; even 
the principal Part of his ſpiritual Kingdom the Goſr 
pel-Church. But-tho': jt was but little at firſt, yet 
the Number of Chriſt's ſpiritual Flock increaſed 
vaſtly and ſuddenly, anſwerable to the ſudden mi- 
racylous Increaſe of Jacobs Flock ; ſo as that the 
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| Goſpel made Converts. throughout the vaſt Roman 
Empire, which contained the middle and 'princi- 
pal Part of the World, even the Weft of Aſia, the 
| South of Europe, and the North of Africa, in 

the primitive Times. Among other Places it n—_ 
our Britain and Ireland, the Jes afar f: And, as 


Tertullian obſerves, extended beyond the Roman Em. 


pire, according to that large Aſſertion of the A fonte 
Coloſſ. i. 5, 6. For the Hope wwhich is laid up ro 
Heaven, 3 beard before in the Word of the 2 — 
of the Goſpel, &c. And now the Chriſtian Religion 
Notts e North of Europe and the Weſt of America, 
Al this is come to paſs according to the Saying of 
the Prophet Jſaiab. ix. 7. Of the Increaſe of his Go. 


vernment and Peace there ſballbe no End, upon the Throne 
of David, and upon his Kingdom to order it, and to 
eftabliſh it with Judgment and — Fuſtice, from hence- 


forth even for ever. The Zeal of the _— Hoſts will 
perform this, And of the Prophet Micah v. 4. 
That be that ſhould feed bis Flock in the Strength and in 
the Majeſty of the Name of the Lord bis God, fhauld by 
great unto the Ends of the Earth; and that the Flock 
fed by him ſhould abide, - 5.e. not-ceaſe and come to 
nothing. This is the Stone cut out of the Mountain, 
that filled the whole Earth, Dan. ii. 45. From this 
Sight and Increaſe of his Seed, he is ſatisfied, and 
ſhall be thoroughly ſati sed with the Travel of his Soul 
Tfaiah lili. 11. Ther Chriſt's Flock are not always 
numerous in this World, but have their Times of in- 
creaſing and decreaſing. The primitive Church, 
which extended thro the known World, became 
almoſt inviſible ; yet again it increaſed in the Re- 
fotmation. Of late Years alſo we have had a con- 
Hderable Increaſe of theſe motly- coloured Flock of 
Chriſt ; notwithſtanding the-Ravages of wild Beaſts a+ 
Arg nn; Lion, OT) Male, Funes; i. e. Per- 

ſecutors 
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ſecutors, Hereticks of all Sorts, ſet on by the Devils 
of Hell; yet ſtill Chriſt's Flock is numerous in Eu- 
rope and America. In this Country, Wales,” the Son 
of God hath as many ſpiritual Subjects as in any Part 
of the World, of its Size in the whole World; 
unleſs it be in New England, and Lew Scotland: And 
thro' Mercy not a very few in this very Neighbour- 
hood. And all this while Chriſt's Flock is continually 
upon the Increaſe in Heaven. Jacob's Flock did not 
come to the Height of its Increaſe until the Time of 
his Departure from Syria to Canaan; ſo Chriſt's 


People will not come to their full Number until the 


End of the World, when he will carry all his Flock 
into Glory, Glory out of the World. Alſo as Jacobs 
Flock did not appear ſo large when they were ſcat» 
tered about their Paſture, as they did after they. were 
gathered together to go to Canaan ; fo Chriſt's Flock, 
or People, when they are all brought r atthe 
laſt Day, after he hath gathered them together from 
their Graves to go to the ſpiritual Canaan with them, 
will appear to be, as they really will be, a great Com- 
pany, a Company beyond numbering ; as the Scrip- 
ture ſhews'us, Rev. vii. 9. this I bebeld, and 
b, a great Multitude, which no Man could number, of 
all Nations, and Kindreds, and People, and Tongues, 


flood before the Throne, and before” the Lamb, clothed 


with white Robes, and Palms in their Hands, As the 
God of Heaven would not work a Miracle to give 
but a little Increaſe to Facob's Flock, it would neither 
well agree with his great Favour to Jacus, nor with 
the Glory of his Power, unleſs the Effect of his Super- 
natural working had been great; ſo the Greatneſs of 
the Father's Love to Chriſt, and the Glory of the 
great Power which he exerciſed to raiſe and maintain 
2 Kingdom for him in the World, neceſſarily re- 
quired that the Effect of his Power in the Number 


of 
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of his Subjects ſhould be very great. The ſame alſo 
is become neceſſary from the Travail of Chrilt's 
Soul, together with the Dignity of his Perſon ; and the 
Merit of his Labour and Sufferings ; and from the 
various Occaſions and Works to be done in Chriſt's 
Houſe below ; as Facob's Flock was the Means to 
maintain his Houſe in a natural Senſe, The great 
Promiſe which God made to Abraham of the 
Numerouſneſs of his Seed, was indeed accompliſhed 
to Abraham both in a literal and ſpiritual Senſe; 

but was accompliſhed to Chriſt in the ſpiritual and 
more eminent Senſe only. The Lord's. Promiles to 

| Abrabam, the Father of the Jewiſh Nation, wete 

that his Seed ſhould be as the Stars of Heaven, and a. 

the Sand which is upon the Sea Shore for Number, Gen. 
XV. 13. And he ſaid unto Abrahom, Know of a ſurety 

that thy Seed ſhall be a Stranger in a Land that is nat 
theirs, and ſhall ſerve them, and they ſhall qffitt them 
four hundred Years. And xxii. 15, 16, 17. And ile 
Angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of Heaven 
the ſecond Time, &c. Here we ſee the Promiſe back'd 
with the Oath of God. This ſame Promiſe | God 
made to Jacob himſelf, Chap. xxxii. 12. And thou 
Jaidft, I will ſurely do thee Good, and make thy Seed as 
the Sand of the Sea, which cannot be numbered for Mul. 
titude. He refers to that 'which we have in Chap, 
xxviii. 14. where God tells him in the Viſion, that 
his Seed ſhould be as the Duft of the Earth for Number. 
Theſe Promiſes are truly and fully applicable to 
Chriſt, the everlaſting Father of his People with 
reſpect to the Number of his Children; and fo 
much the more properly applicable to him, as theſe 
Perſons to whom theſe. Promiſes were made, wett 
Figures of Chriſt himſelf, and their Seed the Figure 
of his ſpiritual Seed, or People. The Promiſes of 
the Numerouſneſs of their Seed made L 
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archs, in fact, were accompliſhed, 2 Sam. xvii, I. 


Therefore I counſel, that all Iſrael be generally gathered 


unto thee, frem Dan even to Beerſheba, as the Sand that 
1s by the Sea for Multitude, and that thou go to Battle 
in thine own Perſon. And 1 Kings iv. 20. Judah and 
Iſrael were many, as the Sand which is by the Sea in 
Multitude, eating and drinking and making merry. As 
the Father from Eternity made the ſame Kind of 
Promiſe to his Son back'd with his Oath, of which 
the Promiſe made to the Patriarch is a Copy: and 
Reſemblance of that Pattern, it will be made good 


to Chriſt, as it was made good to the Patriarchs, his 


Type. If he made good his Word to Men, he will 


not break his Word to his Son. The Promiſe is al- 


ready accompliſhed in a very high Meaſure, and will 


be yet accompliſhed to the End of the World; eſpe- 


cially in the happy Millenium, which is yet to come, 


it will have a mighty Accompliſhment; when all 


Iſrael ill be turned to the Lord, and the Fullneſs of the 
Gentiles will come in, as foretold by the Apoſtle, Rom. 
xi. 25, 26, Then will Chriſt's Seed be for Number 
as the Stars of Heaven, and as the Sand upon the Sea 
Shore, which cannot be numbered. 'Tho' the Be- 
ginning of his Kingdom was but ſmall, yet his latter 


End ſhall greatly increaſe. As Jacob, who tho he 


was his Father's Heir, and Heir of Canaan, yet had 
nothing when he went to Syria; but when he came 


back brought a Multitude with him to his Father's 


Country, and his own home; ſo. the Son of God, 
Jacob's Antitype, when he came down from Heaven 
to the World, begun his Goſpel Kingdom with a 
{mall Stock; but they are now increaſed into a Mul- 


titude, and have ſometimes occupied much Ground 
and Space upon the Earth, and do ſo ſtill. But 
hen he hath. gathered them together at laſt to go 
with them home to Heaven, his own and his Father's 


Country, 
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Country, will be a Multitude indeed. Let 

2 this pray, that he may be one of 
that happy Number in the End. 

5. Jacob's Flock wa a Shadow of Chriff's Goſpel 
Church, in the Means whereby it was increaſed. The 
Means were partly natural, and partly ſupernatural, 

1. They increaſed ſupernaturally two Ways, or 
by a two-fold Means, the laying of the Rods in 


. Go 'Plabs'of the Waters, where the Flock uit 


drink and conceive ; and by putting the Faces of the 
Flock towards the motly-colaured Par! of the Flock ; as 
we have it from ver. 37 to 40 of the Text. 

1. By laying peeled Rods in the Place of the Wa- 
ters, the Watering Troughs, and the Gutters, in which 
the Waters ran from the Well, Verſe 37, 38, 39. 


Aud Jacob took him Rods of green Poplar, and 0 1 


Haſel and Cheſnut-tree ; and filled white Str 

them, and made the White appear which was in * 
Reds, &c. Every thing in this ſtrange Action was 
Hgnificative of ſomething ſpiritual in relation to 
Chriſt's Flock; the peeled Rods, the Place they 
were laid in, the Effe& that followed, and the Time 
and Seaſon of it, as the Explanation will preſently 
thew. 

With reſpe& to the Rods peeled, they ſhadowed 
ſomething relating to Chriſt's People, as the Flock 
ſhadowed God's People themſelves, The Queſtion 
is, What could it fignify ? The Conſtitution of Re- 
ligion, the Genius and Parts of the Subject itſelf, 


and ſome Scripture Expreſſions together, 40 lead us 


naturally and directly to conſider this, as a Figure 
of God's Word; whereby the Children of God are 
egotten, and:his Church increaſed and continued 


in the World. This is the declared Effect of the 
Word, Jam. i. 18. Of his own Will begat he us with 
the te Ward of Truth, Can 
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5 We wars: 1 Pet, i. 23, 25. Being 
— 5 nat ible Seed, hes 
ble, by the W „ which liveth and abideth for 
ever, &c. If we Go directly in Scripture! 
to guide us to underſtand theſe Rods to be a Figure 
— God's Tung Word, tis not agreeing with 


us in a ſort to underſtand it to — 
Word. But beſides that . 
Way of applying Scripture phors and Types, 
Kin þ —— Subjects of Religion witk 
n and that, according 
to this Rule, theſe Rade, and the Tranſaction about 
them, do, upon the moſt exquiſite Conſideration 
and Trial, beſt agree with the Uſe of the Word in 
Converſion; the. Scripture gives us a Light in this 
Matter ſufficiently confirming, as where the Word, 
even the Goſpel, is called he Rod of Chriſt's Power, 
which he would /end out of Lion, by which he would 
rule in the midſt of his Enemies, and male his People 
willing in the Day of bis Power, Pfal, cx. 2. ex- 
4 The Captain of fifty,. and the 
ot gps jr hrs be Counſellor, and the cunning 
er, and the elaquent Orator. And Micah, vii. 
14. wy thy People with thy Rod, the Flock. of thine 
Heritage, which- dwell folitarily in the Wood, in the 
midſt of Carmel: Let tlem feed in Baſhan and Gi- 
lead, as in the Days of old. Which, without doubt. 
is an Allufian to the Reads of Shepherds, by which 
they managed their Sheep; which could figure no- 
thing bur e Word of Chrit. the great and chief 
. by which he manages the Spiritual 
Kingdom for which Resten ir ir called the Word 
of the Kingdom, Matt: xili. 19. More eminently 
. 
er 


ng; and putting them in e Waters 
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his Word in the World upon the Kingdom of Dark= 
neſs, in favour of his People; and upon the Church 
itſelf. It was the Wiſdom of God, and makes na- 
turally for the Honour of it, to make uſe of ſuch 
Inſtruments in Times of Old, as did properly figure 
his ſpiritual Works in Time to come; and to which 
he would refer upon juſt Occafions in the future 
Part of Revelation, fach as the Braſen Serpent in 
the Wilderneſs, Fehr ili. 14. Whence we may ſay, 
that if God refers to the Braſen Serpent here, why 
may we not conclude that he refers to that Shep-' 
herd's Rod, even the Rod of Mo ofes, which was 
called the Rod of God? Exed.iv./50. More par- 
ticularly the Tranſaction about theſe Rods figured 
the Wark which Chriſt is doing in the World by 


his Word five ſeveral Ways: 1. As Facob, Who 


uſed them, was a Shepherd. 2. With to 
the Nature of the Rod. 3. The peeling of them. 
4. _ them in the Waters. 5. The Effect of 
this. 1. Jacob, who uſed theſe Radi mentioned in 
the T ar was a Shepherd ; and therein, among ſe- 
veral other eminent Perſons of old, was a Figure of 
the Son of God ; which tends to confirm that the 


Rods uſed by hirn to increaſe his Flock, figured the 
Word of Chriſt, by which he founded and ſtill 


maintains his Church. And by what Means doth 
Chriſt this, but by his Word? 2. Theſe Rods fi- 
gured the Word in their Nature and Quality, even 
the Nature and Quality of the Word by which Chriſt 


did raiſe and ſtill maintains his ſpiritual Kingdom. 


The Rods which Jacob made uſe of to increaſe his 
Flock, and which was his Defign in dee th Foes 


2 


herd Moſes, a Figure of Chriſt; with which he did 
thoſe great Wonders in Egypt and the Wilderneſs , 
as it figured the great Works which Chrift doth by 
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drinking, conceiving Sheep, we ſee were not of evil 
Trees, ſuch as are of a poiſonous Quality, or Thorns 
and Reeds; but of green obſerve, not dry Poplar, 
Haſel and Cheſnut ; which were good and uſeful 
Trees to repreſent the excellent Nature of the 
Word. Unwholeſome Trees in the Waters, might 
at once endanger the Sheep's Health who drank 
them, and very ill repreſent the Word, the Goſpel 
Salvation, the Leaves of the ſpiritual Tree of Life, 
which are for the healing of the Nations, Rev. xxii. 2. 
Thorns and Briars would alſo ill repreſent the Goſ- 
pel of Peace, and the Glad-tidings of Salvation. 
Gideon made uſe of the Thorns and Briars of the 
Wilderneſs to diſcipline, even to ſcourge and tear the 
Fleſh of the Men of Succotb, Judg. viii. 15, 16. 
But in this Matter, ſetting aſide — 8 — 

ropriety, they would i ent the 
Chch Ch ealeth the 80 b if Men; See 
Reeds ill repreſent the Scripture, which can neither 
be broken, John x: 35. nor carl be made to bend to 
the evil Inclinations and Deſigns of Men. Thus 
the Nature of the Rods which Jacob choſe, we can- 
not ſay by Chance without a Defign of Providence 
in it to figure the Word of God in its Nature. 
Thus I have not begun with the very Being of the 
Rods, but with that in them which was ſignificative 
of that which is proper to begin with firſt; even 
the Nature and Quality both of the Thin Agnify. 
” nn of the Thing repreſented by it, the Nord 
Ot 4 1 1 . * WIR 
3. As they were preled Rods, by which they appeared 
of | diverſe . Ae, green, * ale, Wore 


a Shadow of the Word of Chriſt, the great 

Sper of the Sheep. Theſe Rods of Poplar, 
Haſel, and Cheſnut, which Jacob laid in the Waters 
the Sheep drank, in order to gain a Flock of "the 
4K Colour 
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Colour which. Lalun had engaged in Covenant to 
give him, or to increaſe them, we have already ſeen 
in the Text that they were peeled. by him; ſo az 
the White in them was made to appear. Whether 
he obſerved any Order in doing this, we are not told, 
but from the Deſcription of the Colour of the Flock 
procured by this Means, i. e. that they were {raked 
with Nungs of diverſe Colours, or black and white, 
nd ſpeckled alſo of the fame Colour of black and 
white ; almoſt the only Diverfity of Colours that 
is to be had among; Creatures of that Sort. We 
may be pretty confident that his peeling of the Rod; 
— — to the Colour of the Flock; ſome 
he peeled ſo as to leave Circles of White in them, 
others ſo as to leave Specks and Spots of White ap- 
pearing in them. Now the Queſtion. here is, where- 
in the Rags, as peeled,” did repreſent the Word, by 
which, Chriſt did both ſet up, and fupports hy 
Golpel Kingdom? And the propereſt Anſwer that 
can be given and truly juſt is, that it ſhadowed 
the Parts and Properties of the Word. The dark 
green. Colour of the Rods was proper, and doubtleſß 
deſignedly did repreſent the dark Part of the Word, 
the Ceremonial Law, and Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament ; fo did the dark Veil upon Adaſass Face: 
And this was figured. alſo by the Glue, Clo in which 
the Utenfils of the Tabernacle. were to be; carried by 
the Command of God, Nunb. iv, 1 to 12. Blue 
we know is. the Colour of the Sky, a Mixture of 
White and Black; and moſt proper to repreſent the 
Light of the Word mix'd with the Darkneſs and 
Difficulty” of it in Pact. As the Difficulty, ſo the 
dark Parts of the Rods was proper alſo to repreſent 
the comminatory threatning Part of the Word, the 
Moral Law, with its Threatnings, called the Mi- 
niſtry of Death and Condemnation, g 
— | n 
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And a8. Reken, * theinſelves are 
expreſſed by Dar in reference to the natural 
. in many Places of hy: orgs ſo 
Threatnings of them may properly be ſhadowed 
by a dark Colour in the natural World. The White 
in the Rods, on the contrary, ſigniſied the Light of 
Knowledge, and the Good, natural and ſpiritual, 
contained in the Promiſes. The Bark, which was 
dark, tho' not wholly black, but greeniſh, having 
a Mixture of white with black, Fc. repreſented the 
Letter of Scripture, which in many Places, eſpeci- 
ally in the Old Teſtament, covers the Senſe with 
Darkneſs, But this Mixture of white with the 


at 
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0 

, * 2 up the green Colour, ſhewed that no 
4 of e , is either utterly unintelligible, or 
4 _—_ mixed with Judgment; the Mo- 
7 WY cal La itſelf, * given in Connection with the 
$ Ceremonial Law, which was of an evangelic Na- 
| ture, repreſenting - both the Saviour, and the dy of 
; 

; 

4 

| 

| 
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tion by him. IT n 
the Rods, uncloathed of their Cox £ 
green Bark; muſt re nt the plai ag the 
Word, as White is the Colour of Fs? Light arid 7 
flects it, whether Precepts, - Promiſes, /* 
Threatningsy eſpecially the plainer Word e — 
New Teſtament, and the more eminent Promiſes 
both of the Old and New Teſtament. 1 
Sorts of Radi * repreſent pro fly enough theſe 
various Parts the Word ; as the Green or 
Dark, and the White in theſe Rods, were not gal- 
he Ray either as to both Sides, or both Ends of 
Naas N oN:h of theſe Colours placed by them 
ſelves; or equally divided in a Way; ſo 
che duck and phi uncovered'Senſe+of the Bible 
its-Precepts; Threatenings- and-Promiſegare not <= 
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( 666 0 \ 
perſed through the Whole, both of the Old and 
New Teſtament, without Meaſure and Order. The 
Parts of the Word are ſo diſtinguiſhed in themſelves, 
and their Diſtinction and Uſe of ſuch Importance, 
as to deſerve a figurative Repreſentation of it, to 
command a greater Attention unto it; and we have 
here, as we ſee; an apt Repreſentation of it. In- 
deed every thing. in the Word deſerves a typical 
Repreſentation, and this among the reſt. This is 
one of the Ways by which the Lord hath magnified 
his Law, and made it honourable, before the Hoſt of 
Heaven and Earth. Vea, if it will be allowed that 
the peeled Rods figured the Parts of the Word, its 
Nature and Manner, as the notable Analogy be- 
tween'them would lead us not only to allow, but 
to believe that they did ſo, why may not I goa 
Step farther to ſay, that the Difference of the dark 
and white Colour in theſe different Sort of Rods; 
the one being whiter in the Bark and Body, and 
another darker in the Bark and Body than the other, 
inſtance the Difference in the Poplar, one being 
called the white, and the other the black Poplar, 
did figure the Difference between one Part of the 
Word and another, with reſpect to Plaipneſs and 
Difficulty, and between the Threatnings and Pro- 
miſes of Evil and Good ; agreeable to our Expe- 
gence of the Word, If theſe Rods) figured the 
Word at all, it did in many Reſpects; and if in ſe- 
veral Reſpects, it did alſo in this. 


the Mater, the Troughs and (Gutters where the Cattle 
drank, was another Part of tie Means anbrręly Jacob 
atraculouſly immereaſed bis Fleck 3, which a Figure 


of: his Ward. As the Rods put into the Waters were 
fa 9 ä 7 
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likewiſe were theſe Waters themſelves. which the 
Flock drank, and into which W Rods 

were put, a Shadow of ſomething in the ſpiritual 
World, Of the Rudiments of the World, or the 
Religion of Nature, or even of the Moral Law 
alone, which, - excluſive of its Connection with, 
and Subordination to Grace, is the Miniſtry of Death 
and Condemnation z it was not a Figure, as the 
Waters of Marub were, before the healing Tree wa 

caſt into them ; neither were they a Figure of th 

Afflictions with which God exerciſes Nis People, 
which are ſeveral times expreſſed. in the Word of 
God by the Term of Waters, as in P/al. xix 1, 2, 
—14, 15, Save me, O God; for the Waters are come 
in unto my Soul, & c. But it muſt figure ſomething. 
properly good, to. correſpond with the Significatioh | 

of the Rods which were put into them; for as 

W theſe Rods did not, nor could in this Tranfaction 
figure the Judgments and Chaſtiſements of God, 
and the Inſtruments” of them, often expreſſed in 
Scripture by that Term, Micab vi. 9. Pjal. xxx. 
; 32. J. x. 5. As Jacobs Rods were not turned 
into Serpents, as Moſes's and the Magicians Rods were; 
d WF and that he did not fmite the Waters with them, 
ss Moſes did the Waters of Egypt, to turn them into 
© BW Blood; nor uſed them in any Manner, nor with 
© WY iy Motions, which ſignified hd aden of God; 
b > theſe Waters into which the Rods were put, ana- 
- WH 12gous to, this, mult ſignify ſomething properly good 
| in the ſpiritual World,” one 'or other of the r 
| 
| 


Things which it is made to reſemble in the Word 


of God, ſuch as Bleflings and Kindneſs, Prov. Xi. 
25. The bberal Soul ſball be made fal; and he that 
watereth' ſhall be watered alſo himſelf. And Pſal. 
77750 10. e People return bitber; ah 
"aters of @ full C gre vrung aut to them.” þe 
9 7 ef Fall 4 yy Ln | CID Word, | 


ITT =O” 
Word, as in Jaiab ly. 1, 2, 3. Ho, every oy 


» 


that thirfleth, come ye to the Waters, and be 8 bath 
no Money ; come ye, buy. Ry eat ; yea, come, buy Wing 
and Milk without Money, and without Price, &c. 
And the Spirit of God. Proſperity it could not re- 
preſent, as this will not agree with the Thing ſignified 
by the Rods; neither could it figure the Word «f 
God, as this was figured by the Rods themſelves; 
the Water therefore into which the Rods were put 
muſt repreſent the Hayy Spirit of God in the Dif- 
penſation of the Goſpel, often propheſied of under 
this Term and Repreſentation under the Old Teſta. 
ment, as in Jaiab xliv.. 3. For I will pour Water 
upon him that is thirſly, and Floods upon the dry Ground: 
1 will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing 
upon thine O Pring. And Chap. xlili. 19, 20. Bebull, 
I uill di a new 7 Ng ; Now it ſhall ſpring forth; ſhal 
ye not know it? I will even make a Way in the Wildrr- 
neſs and Rivers in the Deſert, &c. This is the Fountain 
opened to the Houſe of David for Sin and Untleanneſ, 
Zech. xiii. 1. The Fountain which the Prophet Ju 
ili. 8. ſaith would flow out of the Houſe of the Lord, 
the living Waters, which flow from Chriſt, John vi 
38, 39. To underſtand the Matter farther, we arc 
here to obſerve, that Jacob's Flock were not increaſed 
by Means of theſe Rods alone without the Water; 
nor on the other Hand by the Water alone without 
the Rods; but by both together; ſhewing us hov 
the Spirit ever accompanieth the Word when it 6 
effectual to advance Chriſt's Kingdom; and holding 
forth in an apt Figure, that to true Believers wel 
. known notable. Doctrine of the Goſpel, that Chril 
- obtaineth not his Covenant People by his Spirit alone 
without the Word; and that the Word will not be 
. effeEtual without the Spirit; ſometimes indeed God. 
ho works freely, converteth ſome without ti 
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Word, 


669) 
Word; either withqut, any Means, or by other 
Means than the Word, as by good Example; as 

ſome of Jacob's Flock were obtained, not by 3 
upon the peeled Rods, but by looking upon the diverſe 
coloured Part of Laban's Flock; but for the moſt 
part the Saints are begotten thro the Word, Jam. i. 
18. But the Word hath never that Effect without the 


| of Wi Spirit. The Goſpel, as well as the Law, is weak 
es; WW tbro' the Fleſb; and cannot alone without the Spirit, 
Put BY give Life. Thro' God alone it is mighty to build up 
lr Bi Zion the City of God, as well as to pull down the 
der ſtrong Holds of Sin. But Lam hence led. 
ſta. 5. To ſhew how theſe Rods in the Water con- 


tributed to this Effect. That this was a Means to 
cauſe the Flock, even Laban's Flock, to conceive ' 


ns WW their Young of a Colour like the peeled Rods, is 
ll, Wi without Diſpute; otherwiſe there would be a Means 
al Bi without Effect; and Jacob's uſing them a vain fooliſh 
1 Thing, and Labour loſt. No body denies this to 
an be the Effect of the Means uſed ; but the Queſtion 
is how the Effect proceeded from the Means ? There 
were Cauſes both on God and on the Creatures Side 
6 for this, | , 12 a 

go 1. On the Creatures Side, either or both theſe two 


Things contributed to it. It might partly be effected 
from the Flocks looking on the peeled Rods, ſtraked 
and ſpeckled with. dark and white. This is what 
Animals might do, who had neither Reaſon nor 
Faith. And as the Rods thus peeled were a ſtrange 
Sight, ſuch as they ſaw no where elſe, and lay be- 
fore them in the Waters which they drank, we are. 
ſure that they looked much upon them; and at firſt,” 
not without the Concern- and Fear which poſſeſſes 
Animals at unuſual Sights ; which -upon the Way 
may properly enough figure the ſpecial Concern 
which the Word and Spirit cauſed in the Minds of 
the Jews at the firſt preaching of the Golpel, as we 

; F 3 have 
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the Colour of the Rods which lay before them when 


able Waters. The Cattle receiving the Virtue of the 


- 


2 3 
e, 


A „„ 
have it in 4s ii. &c. for they wernbled at the Word 
of God ; and alſo the Concert it gives in all other 
in After-Ages at firſt, who receive the Miniſtry of it 
in a ſaving Way. That it was an Effect of theit 
looking in Part, is plain from their conceiving their 
Young ſo. many at one Time, and ſo often, juſt of 


they drank and conceived. They had indeed no Faith 
in looking upon them, nor any Deſign; as the 
Iſraelites had in looking upon the brazen Serpent, 
which was the Means of their healing. Neither was 
it neceſſary, any more than it was poſſible, in. order 
to make the Agency of God effectual, which 
wrought with and by this Means ; yet their Eyes 
and their Looking, tho” it had no other Cauſes in 
them but. Accident and Surpriſe, was a Means of 
the Effect. £ Aran 
And it might be partly effected, by means of their 
receiving the Taſte and Virtue of the Rods in the Water, 
Any Tree, even tho' it were dry, would communi- 
cate ſomething of its Effluvia or Nature into the 
Water, and much more would thoſe green Rods do 
ſo; as the green Tree which was cat into the Waters 
of Marah, 600 by means of its Sap, under the In- 
fluence of God's Power, Heal the bitter and undrink- 


Rods in the Water, together with their looking upon 
them, ſeem to be the Means on the Creatures Side, 
whereby the wonderful Effect was brought about ; 
and ſo much the mote likely, as this was proper to 
repreſent the Converſion of Sinners, by means of the 
Spirit's opening theit Eyes to underſtand the Word 
of God, to believe it, and by that Means to receive 
the Viftue' of it, for the Transformation of theit 
Souls, their Tempers and Life. No Man can taſte 
the Sweetneſs' and Power of the Word without the 


4 | Spirit, 


— 


0 71) 

Spirit, as theſe figurative Cattle here ebe ng par- 
take the W of theſe wholeſome Trees out of the 
Water. Jacob muſt have ſome Deſign in putting 
them in the Waters, for he might lay them elſe- 
where befote them; as where they lay at Night, 
and reſted at Noon. And if they enzen dere Way 
at the Waters, he might have laid the Rods by "the 
Waters, and not in them, if. he intended only | 
that they ſhould look upon them; and did not in- 
tend alſo that they ſhouſd partake of their Nature In 
order to this Effect. The Tree ca/t into tbe Nuters of 
Marah, 1 muſt own, inclines me much to make 
this a Part of the Ground of the great Effect that 
followed. And it adds to the Confirmation mote 
than a little, when we conſider, that to underſtand 
it thus makes it a compleater Figure of the Means 
and Way of our Converſion to God, which we have 
Reafon to think it was defigned to repreſent.” Ho- 
ever, either the one or both were the Means on 
Creatures Side. The Text indeed more plainly at- 
e tributes it to their looking, but not excluſive of any 
0 other Cauſe. There is nothing in the Analogy of 
s 


the Faith to forbid our making both theſe the 
Grounds of the Effect, but rather for it; as Meh 
are converted, not by looking upon the Word alone 
by Faith, but by partaking of its Virtue alſo. 
| 2. But whether one or both were the Means on'the 
| Side of the Creature, it could never have ſuch an Effet? 
N without the powerful Agency of Ged. The Flock 
might have looked upon the peeled Rods, and drink 
of the Virtue in the Water until their Death, yet 
would never conceive their Young of the Colour f 
theſe Rods without the divine Power. The fatne 
Power which went to make the Tree | cnf# into the 
Waters of Merab, powerful both to ſweeten the Bit- 


tetuels of thoſe Waters, and to "heal the People 
F 4 made 
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made fick by drinking them; to make the Srrpen 


of Braſs effectual and mighty to heal the poiſoned 
Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs; and to make the Cruj 


of Salt effectual to heal the unhealthful Waters i 


Jerico, 2 Kings ii. 19 to 22. went to make thel: 
pied Rods effectual to cauſe the Cattle who looked 


upon them to conceive their Young of the ſame Co. 


lour. Without the ſuper- natural Power of God, 
there would have been no Miracle, as the Means 


would have taken no Effect, but be a meer Shey, 
yea, a meer Childrens Play. But God's great Power 
made it a great ſignificative uſeful Tranſaction, ever 


to be remembered to the End of the World, and to 


Eternity. The Cattle looked and drank, but God 


made the drinking and looking riſe to a great Effed; 


even the Increaſe of his oppreſſcd beloved Servant 


aceh's Flock; to be a. Reſemblance of his Son's 
ingdom in the latter Days of the World. Some 
Power of God, even a Power beyond what any 


Creature can exerciſe, muſt go to maintain the 


Things that are made in their Being and Order, ac- 
cording as he is ſaid to uphold all Things by the 
Word of his Power, Heb, 1. 3, But here was Power 


enough to make a Miracle ; and ſo much the more 
apparent the Power of God in this Matter. muſt be, 


when we conſider the Incapacity, and the little 


Agency of the Creature ip it, The Flock upon 


whom the Miracle was wrought, only looked. upon 
the diverſe coloured Rods in the Water when they en- 


gendered; and after ſome time were no ſurprizing 


and unuſual Sight to them; but without their exer- 


ciſing either Faith or Reaſon to make way for God's 
Power to work. In his Miracles towards Men be 
- pſually required Faith, in order to their obtaining 
the extraordinary Effect, Matt. ix. 28. And when bt 
as come into the Houſe, the blind Men came to 2 
rn. | | an 
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(.23)) 
nd Tifun ſaith unto them, believe ye that. I am able tp 
s? They ſaid unto him, yea, Lord; but here 
« was impoſſible z only Facob could exerciſe. F aith 
in peeling and putting them to the Water; the 
Flock themſelves had no ſuch Thing. 

2. The next ſuper-natural Means which Yacob 
uſed to increaſe his Flock, was his ſetting the Faces 
of the one coloured Part of Laban's Flack tawards that 
Part of them wwhich were ring-ſiraked and ſpeckled with 
black and white, as related in Verſe 40 of. the Text, 
And Jacob did ſeparate the Lambs, and ſet the Faces of 
the Flocks towards the ring-/ftraked,. and all tbe brown 
in the Flock of Laban ; and be put his own, Flocks þ; 
themſehves ; and put them not unto Laban's Catit | 
Whence we may underſtand, that tho' Jacob dd 
ſeparate the old ones in Laban s Flock, and pa them 
three Days Journey aſunder from the reſt, to ogether 
with the young ones of that Colour, yet Laban 
Flock ſtill produced ſome of that Colour; otherwi 
he could — ſet the Faces of the Flock towards 
thoſe ring-/iraked and ſpeckied-in the Time of their 
engendering, as he is here ſaid to do; and the Text 
alſo mentions only his ſeparating the Lambs of that 
Colour; which we may reaſonably underſtand he 
did not do, before they were able well. to ſhift 


for themſelves without their Dams. To the ſame 


End, and with the ſame Succeſs with the former 
Part of - the Tranſaction, even his peeling the Rods, 
and laying them in the Place where the F lock drank, 
he did this alſo. in Faith, by God's Direction 3 and 
attended with his extraordinary Agency; as aan 
from its being above the Power of Nature, and out 
of its Way and Courſe. The Flock ſaw and looked 
upon — diverſe coloured Part of the Flock, and 
we juſtly ſuppoſe, more upon them than upon the 
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not thin was the Caſe,” but only during the Seaſoh 


) 65409 
of thoſe moſt Fatt and contrary Colour i 
black and white, ſo difpoſed in Streaks and Spot 
as here they were, do in ſome ſpecial Manner, affec 


the Sight of Man and Beaſt - yet without the divine 


the Beaſts, as to cauſe” their Young to be of the 
Colour of thoſe which they looked upon. And tho 
it muſt be owned that the Power of Imagination i; 
ftrong, and hath ſome extraordinary Effects, yet thi 
could not in the Courſe of Nature have ſo great and 
frequent Effect, otherwiſe this might have been per. 
formed, as no doubt it hath been attempted at other 
times; Which yet we do not find to have come 0 
either before or after, in any Age of the World. 
dis muſt come to paſs indeed by Means of Imagini- 
tion formed by the Sight of the ' diverſe-coloure 
Flock; bat till God's Power muſt make ther 
| Jooking and Imagination' ſo effectual. If this hat 
come to. paſs in a natural Way, it muſt have always 
come to paſs in the World, and all Jacob's Flock 
muſt have been of this Colour ; which yet we mufl 


of the miraculous Operation, and White the'Neceflity 
of it laſted, After it was over they might be of an. 
other Colour, unleſs it was moſt convenient for Facoh 
to have them of this Colour; for God's extraordinary 
5. ugs are very exquiſite to anſwer the Neceſſities 
ls who are bleffed ; as no doubt among the 

is Bleſſing was.” "There was indeed mare of 

ths divine Power in this than in the former; as the 
Sh tof the Flock was common and familiar to the 
Falgnud therefore” Teſs ſurpriſing and affecting. 
el ſtrange unuſual Fight. of che peeled Rods 
Bt i onde here to enquire, why 2 uſed'this 
Method alſo to entich bimiſelf, together with the 


Uſor. the Rods and why would the God of Hes 
ven 


(75) | 5 
ven move him to uſe this Mears] und gieg Rim 


hy Sycceſs in it? Both the Words of the Text, and the 
n It might be, becauſe Laban finding the Succeſs of 


his putting the perle Rods in the mater: would not 
allow of it, but oblige him to defift from uſing theſe 
Means at laſt. ' Jacob's Complaint of his frequent” 
changing of bis Wages leads ts to think * ſo; at one 
Time allowing him only the ringeſtraleu; at another 
Time would allow him only the ſpeck/ed; as he found 


he {the one or the other to ſucceed, Chap. xxxi. 7, 8. 
And your Father bath decerved me, and changed my 
ld, ages ten Times; but God ſuffered him not to hurt m, 


Da- | 1 7 
rel ing-ſtrubed, or ſpeckled, according to this; which if 
ir be did, as it ſeems not unlikely, God, whoſe Care 
ad over him was very great, might direct him to this 


new Method of righting himſelf, and change the 


2 

4 Miracle, to which both Laban's Injuſtice, and Facod's 

vt Wrong, gave the Occaſion. But if it was not ſo, 

oh od might do this to increaſe the Miracle; and in 
ity i more particular Manner to ſnhew his Power, Ju- 

2) ice and Goodneſs, And to give a more particular 


and exquiſite Figure of the Kingdom of Chriſt, which 
Is not increaſed. by the Miniſtry of the Word alone; 


1 but alfo by Means of beholding the good Examples 
be BP! others, . Pet. iii. 1, 2, 3 Likewiſe, yo Wrber be 


n ſubjection to your own Hiſbunds; that if any obey not 

le Word, they alſo may without the Word be won by the 
over ſation of the Wives, &c. Juſt as ſome of Labar's 

Flock, by beholding Faceb's diverſe coloured Flock 


be Time of engendering, eonceived their Young 
che ſame Colour; ſo in the Seaſons of Converſion 
t zured by this engendring of the Flock, many are 


on; even more in number than Men are aware of, 
10 . \ 0 | x ; * by. 


(3) . 
by. beholding the Change of others: th' it is the 
uſual Way to attribute Ns of this Work, tho' th 
cannot attribute all, to the Miniſtry of the Wor 

However, our Countryman, Mr. Mathias Maurice 
in his Diſcourſe of Social Religion, and the Propaga- 
tion of Primitive Chriſtianity among the Antrent 
Britons, is of another Opinion. And Mr. Walter 
Cradech, in his Goſpel Holineſs, obſerves that the Gol. 
pel ran like Fire among the People upon the Borders 
of Monmouthſhire, Brecknockſhire, and Glamorgan- 
ſhire, while yet they had almoſt no Miniſters. A 
more careful Obſervation would convince the gy: 
that many are won to Chriſt by good Example. 
one Candle is lighted by. te oy as well as by 0 
Fire, ſo one Soul is often enlighted by . in an 
inſtrumental Way, as weil as by the Miniſtry of 
the Word. But as the looking of the Flock upon 
the motley - coloured, could not effect their Concep- 

tion without a ſupernatural Agency; ſo the Con- 
verſation and pious Examples of God's People can 
convert none without the Co-operation of, God 
in an extraordinary Way attending this; which is 
evident from its ſeldom having this Effect but from 
thoſe who are eminent in Holineſs, or in thoſe Times 
when great Grace reſts upon Belicvers in general. 
oY The Power of God. is allo more apparent in this 

_ Matter, as it had not this Effect only once or twice, 
5 or upon one or two of the Flock; but either for the 

| fix Years that Jacob remained with Lahan after his 
laſt Covenant with him, or at leaſt in ſome of thoſe 

Years, and upon a great Number of the Flock. 
Theſe were the ſupernatural Means by which Face 

obtained his great Flock, which were a Figure of 

Chriſt's evangelical Kingdom. Well might Jaw 
ſay to his Wives, that God hath given him hi 
ct Chap, xxxi. 7, 8, 9. And your Faiher hull 
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Aeiwed me, and changed my Wages ten Times {ut 
God ſuffered bim not to hurt me. &c. And his Wiyes 
ſay the fame after him, Vetſes 14, 15, 16. And 


Rachel and Leah anſwered, and ſaid unto him, is there 


jet any Portion or Inheritance for us in our, Father's 


Houſe, &c. But, n 
2. As ſuper- naturally, ſo they were alſo increaſed in 
a common Way excluſive of the Miracle. There were 
ſome ring- traled and ſpeckled we learn from the Text 
among Labar!'s Flock, before the Miracle, and 
without it, which were the Foundation and Pattern 
of it; even as there were a few Believers in the 
World, in the Jewiſh Church, when Chriſt came to 
the World, before he, got any by his Word and 
Power; and ſeparated them from the World, as 
Foſepb and Mary, Anna Phanuel, Elizabeth and 
Zechariah ; and their Son Jahn, &c. And after 
the Miracle, and beſides thoſe of the Flock, obtained 
by its, Means, even thoſe whom Jacob ſeparated for 
his own Uſe, brought their Young, ſome we ſuppoſe 
of their own Colour, and others without it 1 as 
Laban's Flock did both before and after the Miracle. 
This was the natural Increaſe of his Flock, in which 
there was no Miracle, tho' certainly there was a 
Bleſſing upon a Flock, which was for the moſt Part 
the Fruit of a Miracle. The Miracle and the Opeta- 
tion and Appearance of God's Power was upon La- 
bar's Flock, to, make them to be Jacobs Flock. 
This is proper to figure the greater Power of God in 
the Converſion, of Pagans and 'Papiſts out” of the 
World, than in the Converſions within the Church 
itſelf; in which there is leſs Prejudices and Hin- 
drances to the bleſſed Work. Thus plain it is, that 
the Means whereby Jacob's Flock was increaſed, Was 
a Figure of the Ways and Means whereby Chriſt's 


Goſpel Church is obtain d, and upheld in'the World. 
And next unte Chriſt the Author of Salvation, Ahe 
0 ä People 
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People of God, who are the Subjects of it, the 
Work itſelf upon them; there is nothing in the Sub- 
ect that deſerves a prophetick Repreſentation as much 
as the Means whereby it is effected, Means that arg 
extraordinary, either in their own Nature or Circun. | 
ances, are an Indication of the Extraordinatineſy 
of the Things ſignified by them in one Reſpect ot 
other, the are made a Shadow and F 55 of 
any Thing in the Word of God. The common 
Means whereby Jacob's Flock was increaſed, way 
pot miraculous, nor affected the Colour of the Flock, 
por did properly figure the Increaſe of Chriſt's King: 
Si ihe E ws mirnded with God's Blcfiiie: © 
extraordinary Means only had the miraculous Eid 
tho both went together. Wr 
6. As Jacob's Flock were a Figure of Chriſty 
Galpel-kingdom, in the Means whereby they were 
ocured, as ſhewed already, ſo /ihewiſe in ther 
our, even thoſe whom Laban at. firſt gave him, 
and thoſe which were produced from them by Means 
of the reſt looking upon them; and by Means of 
the Rods in the Water. The Colour indeed was the 
chief Thing in it, or the principal Effect of the ex- 
traordinary Power of God. As the Means were nat 
miraculous, but the Effect produced by them; Fr 
with reſpe& to the Effect itſelf, there were no- new 
kind of Creatures produced, ſuch as were not. in the 
World before; the Cattle brought forth their Young 
after their own-Kind, according to the Order of ther 
Creation, and conceived them not out of Time; but in 
the uſual Seaſon of conceiving: neither was its Effet 
a new. Colour which was not in the World before; 
for Laban, and no doubt many others beſides hin 
in the World, bad many in their Flocks of the 
Colour [which, was here miraculpuſly obtained) i 
the Way of Nature.. The Miracle was bis hav 


ing them, of that Colour, by inch. Means 92 57 
„ nothing 
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nothing in their Nature to canſe the Eſſpetz and 
what the Flock neither wad, or could bring care 
any of their Voung 10 o αοναντο according to Nature, 
The Colour, as We have hachgften to/ meny 
tion, was. Streaks aud. Spors gb, White ang Blagk, of 
rarious Sizes and Forms ({pread oyer them as we. ſup. 
poſe: tho' Ainſworth wponthe Place fcems to œonHn 
this diverſity of Calous tio heir Legs only, I rather 
think, that they were Partyiecoloured all ver; 29 
this Image of Colours in its ſpiritual, Signif 

will beſt agree with the Analogy of the Faith, a 
will appear by-and by; and as we have Reaſon to 
only; but peeled them all over to be the Image of its 
Formation, Here it comes neceſſary to.ſhew, what 
in relation to Chriſt's Kingdom cb Image of Colours 
Wypicaly leid forth; and in what Manner it ſhagomed 
aut the Thing /igngfied. The Calours we ſee are Whito 
and black;; which, as ſome Naturaliſts obſerve, arg 
not compound/Colours, as green, blue, ygllow, and 
brown Colours are, but ſimple; and I will add tho 
moſt fundamental Colours in Nature. And wich 
reſpect to the Signification of . black and white Co- 
lours, Nature itſelf either without, or at leaſt with 
2 little help from Revelation, will teach us, as the 
Apoſtle faith in another Caſe, 1 Cr. xi. 14. That af 
bey fignified any thing in che moral World. it muſt 
be Good and Evil: That black muſt; ſignify tha 
vil either) of Sin or of Miſery, or both together x 
ang. that white, on the contrary, ..mult ,repreſent 
Purity or Happineſs, or both at once. Andi i ca 
be denied, but that the. Seripture, in deſcribing Good 
aud Evil, doth fometimes, make Reſerences to 
Blackneſs, Darkoeſs and Light; for Inſtance, with 
pet io Sm and Purity Jab i. 1 Gf nn 
d Jet ous reiſun: togetber, auth tbe Tard 2 Though 
un Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as White as Snow; 


though 
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* red lite Crimſon, they ſhall be a Wal 
li. 7. Purge me with Hyſſop, and I ſtall 
* waſh me, MET ſhall be whiter than Snow, 
| hitetteſs' of Purity here ſuppoſes the Black. 
— of ſo with reſpect to Miſery and Felicity, 
Teph. i. xv. That Day is @ 2 of Wrath, a Do 
of Trouble and Diftreſs, a. Maſteneſ and Doe. 
lation, a Day of Darkni and Gloomineſi, a Day if 
Chuds and thick Dari. And Micah- vii. 8, g, 
Rejoice not againſt me, O mine Enemy: when J fall ] 
ſhall ariſe ;40hen I fit in Darkneſs, the Lord ſhall bet 
Light unto me, &c. And Jude 13. Raging Wavay 
the Sea, foaming out their own Shame, 
to whom ts reſerved the Blackneſs of Darkneſs. 
To bring this Conſideration to the Purpoſe in 
Hand, theſe mixt Colours of white and black in J 
cob s Flock, then repreſented the mixt Condition af 
God's People in the World. In their Temper and 
Exereiſe appear always, in this World, with: 
Mixture of Sin and Holineſs, of Fleſh and Spitis 
Gal. v. 17. Fur the Fleſh luſteth again the Spirit 
and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh : —— _ 
the one to the other; ſo that ye cannot do the Thing 
ye would.” In their Condition anſwerable to 8 
mixt Diſp there is a continual Mixture d 
Happineſs and Miſery. In a Word, their - whk 
State, during this Life, anſwers to this Image of Co 
lours. As the Flock themſelves thus gotten, wered 
Figure of Chriſt's ſpiritual Flock; Reaſon natural) 
leads us to a d this Colour to be à Repreſii- 
tation of their Condition. The Confirmation of thi 
is high and ſtrong, when we conſider that it was ibi 
Effect of a Miracle. A Colour miraculouſly 0 
tained by the extraordinary Power of God under ti 
Old Teſtament, in the Prime of the Time of proi 
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muſt of Neteſiity be fignificativez añd what can it 

but the mixt State of Believers in the World 
which is a Subject of great Conſideration in Religion; 
and deſerving a Figure, in Order to a more advantas 
geous Impreſſion upon the Mind and of 
Men. Yet though it figured.the whole State of Be- 
levers in the World, it might more y ſhadow 
out their Converſation; than their Condition; as the 
hgnificative- Colour lay externally in their Coat or 
Hait. For if the Garments: of the l under 
the Law, figured the Converſation of Men under the 
Goſpel, as we learn it did in the Caſe of leprous Per- 
ſons, Rom the Apoftle Jude, xxiii. Hating the Gar. 
mn ere the Fleſh: -"iho-refers thero-00 the Gabe 
. — Levit. xi. 47 to 59. 
— 4% that the Plague of Leproſy is in, 40hts 
Wer it be à woolen Garment; or a knen Garment ; & 
Why migblit not the Coat of Beaſts, who themſelves 
were a Figure of Chriſt's Flock, figure their Convers 
3 * it did figure the Converlation and 
more to bonſider the Manner and Form 
Ache Colours in theſe figurative Beaſts; to be a Fi- 
pure of the Form of Believers Condition in the Woridi 
ome of them, the Tex: tells us, had Ring: of whit 

black about their Bodies. This was * 

repreſent, the more eminently holy in Chriſt's Flock, 
"no have their and Pelieities intermixt with | 
preat Falls and Afflictions, anſwerable to the 
Meaſures of white and black in this Part of the Flock 
nuch larger than in the ſpeckled; ſuch asNoab, Lot, 
David Sampſon, Gideum, Fongh, Peter, &c. who, froin 
bis Figure, may be dznominated- tbe Ring-firakel 
Pate of Qltilt's Flock...» Rien Ef eminedit Þ; ety, yet 
aving large Streaks, of black ſome Time or other in 
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Wounds and Scars: on the other Hand, there am 
many Believers in the World, who have not tha 
high Meaſure of Communion with God which other 
have ; and conſequently have not the eminent and 
conſpicuous Piety, which is ever the infallible Fru 
of much Communion with God: Neither have the 
great — _ nor the moſt heavy Afflictioni 
Theſe are eſented by the ſpeckled Par 
of the Fl — ack and white was numerous; 
innumerable, but ſmall. ' This is the Caſe of th 
— and more private Sort of Chriſtians, who han 
no Call to act much in a public Way; nor are ex- 
ed to much Temptations. Their Goodneſſes and 
eakneſſes — ly break out upon | ſmal 
Occaſions, juſt like. 2 but very numerou 
Parts of black and white in the ſpeck led Flock o 
old. It is eaſy to meet with Chriſtians of this Fom 
in the World, in y Place where Chriſtians are nv, 
But as the black and white ne 
Meaſure, either in the Ring-ſiraked or ſpeckled, c. 
ther in thaſe whom Jacub had by Means of the 
Rods; as we have no Ground to think that he preld 
them alike ; or any of them ſo as to have the Bat 
and white in them of an equal Proportion; or i 
thoſe which he had from Laban, who were the 
Ground of his Flock : But ſome of them had the 
- White prevailing in them; in others ſcarce any blad 
at all. Theſe bore a true Reſemblance of ſome d 
God's Saints, but very fewin Number, who are em- 
nently pious, and ſcarce any Blots in their Lives 4 
all ; ſuch as Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Jſaac, Facob, J. 
ph, Moſes, Samuel, Elijab, John Baptiſt, and Dem, 
frius, 3 John 12. Demetrius. hath good of d 
Men, and of the Truth #tſelf : 5 we alſo bear Kh 
cans — — m—_— 
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(83) 
the Caſe alſo of thoſe who die young in the firſt Law. 
In others, on the other hand, the dark Colour pre- 
vailed; and ſome had a very dark Appearance, and 
had ſcarce any white in them at all; and ſome who 
were brown, which is a Mixture of black and red; 
which carries in it only a Tincture, or the leaſt Mea- 
fure of white. This was the worſt Colour of all: 
and no Image of it was properly laid before the 
Flock ; and this might be the Reaſon why the Faces 
of the Flock were not ſet towards the brown : But 
on the contrary, the peeled Rods, and pied Flock laid 
before them, to alter the Colour of their Breed. But 
Jacub had none who had not ſome white, or that was 
entirely black; as we learn from Verſe 35 of the 
Text. And he removed that Day the He-Goats that 
Wh were Ring-ftraked and d, and all the She-Goats 
that were ſpeckled and ſpotted, and every one that had 
me white in it, and all the brown among the Sheep, and 
gave them into the Hands of his Sons. At the ſame 
Time ſome of them might have an equal meaſure, 
or very near it of theſe contrary Colours.  Anſwer- 
able to this, there are ſome of God's People both in 
the Jeuiſb and Gentile Church, whoſe Converſation 
appears to be full of Corruption, Self-Worldlineſs, 
Carnality, and Temptation; ſuch as the Apoſtle Paul 
denounceth to be carnaliſh Believers, almoſt without 
Spirituality, 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2, 3. So that it is not eaſ 
to perceive any white in them, for a while at 1 
or without careful Searching; Sin prevaileth, over 
them for a while, as the Canaanites prevailed o- 
ver the Iſraelites; and in their Conflict with Evil, 
they are like Jae! in the Battle with Amalet, re- 
Corded in Ex d. xvii. 8 to 13. Sometimes prevailing, 
and ſometimes being overcome; and hardly ob- 
tning the Victory at laſt. This was the Caſe of the 
Serdian Church, in whom good Things were ready 
* 3 to 
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to die, Rev. iii. 2. Andof Laodicea, Verſes 15, 16, 11; 
Their white was almoſt inviſible ;. and many other 
in After-Tunes after their Example. It is eaſy to 
meet with Chriſtians of this Complexion, anſwerable 
to the brown and almoſt black Part of Jacob's anc. 
ent figurative Flock; yet Chriſt hath none 
his Flock that hath not ſome white of Sincerity ; and 
the Felicity which ever attends Sincerity. Since 
Goodneſs is the white Mark upon the ſpiritual Jo. 
cob's Flock, by which they may be known, and dil. 
tinguiſhed from the unconverted World; as white, 
more or leſs, in the. literal Senſe of the. Word, wa 
the diſtinguiſhing Mark of. Jacob's Flock, which f. 
ured Chriſt's. P It is farther to be obſerved, 
that the Flock. had not their Streaks and Spots of 
white and black either in the ſame Place of their Bo. 
dies, or of an equal Size z but ſome. of them hal 
their white Streaksand Spots or Speckles on this Part d 
their Bodies, and their black there; as upon the Leg 
Head, or Reins : others had them otherwiſe. Some 
had their larger Streaks. and Spots of white here, and 
eir leſſer Streaks or Spots of black there; others 
had them in another Manner. Some had their white 
more bright, and their black darker than others, who 
might have either a duller white and black together, 
Others might have a bright black and dull white, Wt 
and others, on the other Hand, might be the Reverie in 
of this. Neither Nature itſelf obſerving any Order Win 
in the Diftribution of the Colours, nor Art in Wl IV 
peeling the Rods, which was a Pattern of the Colour: WIT! 
and it may be alſo that the young conceived, nay we 
may be confident of it, that they did not exactly ath 
ſwer their Pattern, either the peeled Rods, or the living 
Sheep, upon which their Dams looked in the Tims 
of conceiving ; as we fee that Men do not exady 
anſwer to the Rule of the Word by which they at 
| 2 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritually begotten, nor to the good Exitnp E - 
which they are converted ; ſo ahi there was a0 tw 1 
of them which were exactly alike in their Colouts'in 
the whole Flock ; tho'ſome were very like, 55 pot 
without ſome Difference; and in ſome” the iffer 
ence was very great. And the Differences both 11 
Nature and Art, and between the Patterns and Ex, 
emplars, muſt of Neceſſit have afforded ſuch 
Diverſity in the Colour of 16 large a Flock, as to 0 
beyond Obſervation and Deſcription. - Anſwerable 
to all this, ſome of the People of God have their 
white and black, their Piety and Weakneſs app 
ing chiefly in this Part of their Converſation ; others 
in another Part of it. Some excelling in their Judg- 
ment, others in their Affections. Some excell in 
Speech, others in Action. While on the other Side 
fome have dark Heads, and are erroneous in their 
Judgments ; and others are wrong in their Aﬀec- 
tions, or in their Converſation. Some are alſo dull 
3 ace of Goed and Evil; others in one | 
ſpects, others in another; and ſuch a 
Ties, a is between them, that there are not 
two wholly alike in the whole ſpiritual, World ; 
Icafioned by the Difference of the Tempers of Men 
Education, Condition, the Means, and the'Difj 
ſation of Brace; ; which doth not indeed deftroy, but. 
improve the Variety of Nature. And as they 
- 3 ion, ſo likewiſe in their Gene 
ty and Miſery, dependent u ormer. 
Thus we ſee hots Ba 1 ths e of this antient 
Flock a notable Shadow of the State of Believers unto 
the End of the World. Something to repreſent the 
fe of eyery one of them; ſo that if T had been 
preſent, and enlightened in "the Subject as I am at 
preſent, bk ave ſhewed his Picture to any Be- 
ever whoſs Caſe 1 * known; your Picture who 
G3 are 
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are in this Place in ſome of the Flock; and in ong 


or other of them my own Caſe. The Diverſity of 


their Colour, their Streaks and Spots of black and 
white, ſtrangely and beautifully variegated, was af. 
fecting to the natural Eye; eſpecially to any that 
had known, that they were for the moſt Part the 
Prodꝑct of a Miracle. Much more would the Sight 
have been affecting to a ſpiritual Eye, who under, 
ſtood what they repreſented, even that it was no leſs 


than the Goſpel-Kingdom of Chriſt to the End of 


Time. Had I. been there, and the Glory of God 
Preſence in my Soul, which gives a ſacred, lively 
and delightful Apprehenſion of divine Things, 
would have beheld this wonderful Flock and Picture 
of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom with great Delight and 
Inſtruction. No wonder now that God did dire& 
Facob to peel the Rods, and put them in the Water; (et 
the Faces of the one coloured Part of the Flock to- 
wards the party-coloured ; and that God wrought 


with theſe Means to give Jacob a Flock of a Colour: 


ſo inſtructive, and anſwering to ſo great an End. It 
Tacob by Faith ſaw in, or tbro his Flock, the Day g 
i, as his Grandfather Abraham did, Jobn vil. 

55 Nur Father Abraham rejoiced to ſee my Day, and 
ſaw it, and was glad. And who can ſay that he 
did not, when Paul, in Effect, - faith that he did 
ſe it, together alſo with all the Patriarchs, Heb. xi 
q. 4 all died in Faith, not having received tl 
Promiſes, but baving ſeen them afar off, and were per. 


fuade of them, and embraced them, and confeſſed that 
they were Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth. Then 
what Comfort and Inſtruction he had in his F lock! 
with what Delight he both beheld and thought af 
them ! what a Precaution to his Mind, and Help to 
bear the Heat of the Day, and Cold of Night, and 
all bis Afflictions! They were inſtead of a E bl. 


ba * 


a. 
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E 3 
him in a great Meaſure, as being a Repreſentation of | 
a Subject, even the ſpiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, that 
takes much place in che Old and New Teſtament» 
even in the Propheſy, Figures, and Hiſtory of it 
and the Subject in its own Nature of unſpeakable Ex- 
cellence and Importance. * _ | | 
7. The Subjects upon whom God wrought a 
Miracle to produce a Colour that would be a proper 
Shadow of the State of Believers in the World, were 
in their Nature a Figure of Believers in their new, 
Nature. Jacob did not covenant with Laban for 
Creatures of an unclean Nature in Reward for his 
Service, nor did God direct him to uſe Means, and 
co-operate with the Means to increaſe Beaſts, either 
wholly of an unclean Nature, ſuch as Dogs, Horſes 
and Aﬀes, &c. tho uſeful Beaſts ; much leſs upon 
C harmful Beaſts, ſuch as Lions, Bears, Leopards, &c. 
If a ſpotted Beaſt would have done, the Leopard was 
ready to his Hand; but tho' it was ſpotted. with 
black and white in the moſt remarkable ner, yet 
was an unclean Beaſt, and alſo harmful, . The 
5 wed makes the Blackneſs of an Ethiopian, and 
the pots of the unclean Leopard to denote an abſolute 
linful State, Jer. xiii. 23. Can the Ethiopign change 
bis Skin, or the Leopard his Spots? then may ye alſo do 
Good, that are accuſtomed to vo Evil; without bein = 
1 * as 2 — in a ceremonial Senſe; = oY. | 
an being wholly black, and the Leopard: ing 
2 unclean, Levit. xi. 26, 27, Tho its Spots 
of ye lowiſh white and black, or of a black and 
dark dirty white, may repreſent the Mixture of Sin. 
and natural Virtues in ynconverted Men; to ſhew 
which, perhaps might be the Deſign of the Holy 
Ghoſt in repreſenting the Grecian Empire in the 
Vifion in the Form of a Leopard, Dan. vii. 6. As 
the Greeks were remarkable beyond other Nations 
GY a G 4 in 
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in their Time, for their Mixture of Vice. and 
ical Virtue; which yet, in the Senſe of Chri _ 
Was hut dark and dirty Goadpels ; or, as the Apoſtl 
repreſents it, wild and eyil Fruit, Rom. xi. * 
- not genuine and acceptable. And none more Ta 
than the unclean among the Birds, nd. 2s Hawks, 
8 Sc. b 0 5 ey a unclean and poiſonays 


t amo whom God. at. the Fall 
— 7 ; 11 the e, fe the N Neither 


Wine Beaſts which under 5 AW 7, REP reckoned 
half unclean, as 1555 Spe Sc. Leuit. zi 
ta 8. 5 bjects of the BE but — 
F e e 
uch as were an 
5 to be de eaten, and ſacrificed unto God. Notal 
Q 


ſe Sorts of clean Beaſts indeed, we cannot think 
In 2 Bulls are meant in the Text; their 
ber, and other Circumſtances n it 
ere ; but they were Sheep —— 
1 is Be mentioned in the Text, Vet — 
fool 40 | Rik; fun fo mt el 
=" e eee 

| ng wm hea among ſt i 
ard br Sheep, "the tall _— 
_ with me, &c. he Ward Cattle, which we uſe for 
large | Beaſts, indeed A ſed i e Jerks but as i 
| A the Separation, of the brown Cattle amang 
the: Sheep RG 32, it is e uſed for 
ind of clean Beaſts. And. Jacab's being 
te the Lan or Kids, 3s the original 
doth indiffercntly gully, ; 844 not Calves, 
2 , that Sheep and Goats 
e ey w 2 ne 2 
ure of the ritual Linadon | 
ey were indeed the fitteſt of 
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game may p rhaps wonder-haw: the Gate e 

made, toge xr with the Sheep, a Figure of Ber 
lievers, whom our Lord himſelf in Matt. xxv. 38, 33. 
makes to be 2 Reſemblance of the Reprohate, that 
ac oppoſed ta, and ſhall be ſevered from his.\Peopla 
for erer]. To this I anſwer, that he maketh them a 
Reſemblance of Hypacrites and the Reprobate, nat 
in an abſolute, e Senſe 1 as they are 
worſe, than the in ſeveral Reſpects; or have 
ſome evil Qualities which the Sheep have not, ſuch-an 
their evil Scent, greater Roughneſs 


* . 


— > W CD 


crying under 
Syfferings, climbing, ſpoiling of Trees, &c. In a 
imple ßenſe they are —_ uſeful Creatures. They 
mere always offered in the Fewyh 8 
which figured the Son of God himſelf atoning Shea 

for our Sins. The /in and {cape Goats, the ing 
uſed in the great Day of Atonement, Leuit. xvi, were 
2 ſpecial and fingulay Shadow of the San of God 
in bis whole human Nature, his Body and Spirit; 


h — . . < 


1 6. perfect with the Deity, - If theſe Creatures 
were fit to repreſent the rl Lamb of Gad, the 
Son of the maſt high, and that not anly in common = 
but extraor Offerings tations of 


him, what ſhould nder thei ing made 
with. the Sheep a Figure of his * And if our 
ew his Word makes them a — 

— 1 in their evil 

Pele Sheen, why cou ode: Hh this his 
Fence e dem Hague of his Node in 
good Qualities ; as compared on the ather 

. with Swine, Dogs, Wolves, ne 
and in which they — — ves of 
teſembled them? The Rain is ſometimes in  Scrips 
ture . to reſemble Judgment — | 
Il. 11. For do, the Winter . one the Rain is - 
e end gone Moth, vi. 25, 25. In other * 
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the contrary, to reſemble his Mercies, ſpiritual and 


temporal, Hoſea vi. 3. Then ſhall we know, if we fil. 


low on to know the Lord: his going forth is prepared 
as the Morning; and be ſhall come unto us as the Rain, 
as the latter and former Rain unto the Earth. And 
Math. v. 45. For he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil 
and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt and on the 
Unjuſt. This not only anſwers the Objection, but is 
r to help our Faith, that they did ſhadow out 


the People of God in the Tranſaction mentioned in 
the Text. I will add to this alſo as a farther Con- 


firmation, that the wife Man under the Conduct of 
Inſpiration takes Notice of the Uſefulneſs of theſe 
Creatures, whence farther appears the Propriety of 
making them upon Occaſion a figurative Repreſenta- 
tion of - Chriſt's Kingdom, Prov. xxvii. 26, 27, 


"The Lambs are for thy Chathing, and the Goats are the 
Price of the Field, &c. But now the Queſtion is, hom 


the Sheep and Goats in their Nature, as clean Crea- 
tures, could repreſent the new Nature of Believers? 
ſeeing the Flock, the Sheep and Goats, are always 
clean by Nature, and alſo by virtue of the Sentence 
of God's Law declaratively, ſo, Deut. xiv. 4, 5, 6. 
Whereas Believers are unclean by Nature, until they 
are- renewed by Grace? In anſwer to this, it muſt 
be owned, that this is a difficult Part of our Paſſage; 
but as the Knowledge of any thing is eaſy to him that 


Underftandeth, Prov, xiv. G. 1. i. e. the Subjects leading | 


to that Knowledge; ſo by the Light of the Faith of 
Scripture we ſhall get thro! it by conſidering that the 
Jews, who were the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, 
and in moſt and the principal Reſpects the Pattern 
of all future Converſions, were legally, i. e. in the 


Senſe of the ceremonial Law clean and ſacred; and 25 


ſuch a Figure of Goſpel Believers, and for that Reaſon 
alſo are called fo oa a Holy People in _—_ 
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and Holineſs to the Lord, &c. And Believers un- 
der the Goſpel, both of Jews and Gentiles, are called 
by the Spirit of God, a choſen Generation, a peculiar 
People, &c. 1 Pet. ii. , in reference to the national 
Election, and Separation of the Mraeclites from the 
reſt of the World, into a ſacred Condition and Ser- 
yice, by the ee of Religion. And by 
conſidering alſo, that the Gentiles, who were legally 
unclean, in the ſame Senſe that the Mraelites were 
clean; and by the Sentence of the ſame Ceremonial 
Law, during the Seaſon and Force of that Law, 
ceaſed to be ſo in the Time of the Goſpel; as we 
plainly learn from Aas x. 9 to 16. On the. Morrow 
gs they went on their Jeng, and drew nigh unto the 
City, Peter went up upon the Houſe-top to pray, about 
the Sixth Hour, &c. Where we ſee that God doth, * 
by an extraordinary Revelation, convince" Peter of 
his Error in thinking otherwiſe. This is farther 
explained in Chap. xi. to Verſe. 10. And to the 
ſame Purpoſe is 1 Cor. vii. 12, 13, 14. Tho' both 
Jews and Gentiles are unclean by Nature, yet neither 
of them are ceremonially fo in the Time of the 
Goſpel. Thus we can accommodate the Nature of 
the Flock, in whom there was no Change made 


from unclean to clean, as in Mam; and in whoſe 
Condition there was little to repreſent. the Fall of 
Man, as they fell not with him; though they were 
ſome what impaired, together with all the lower Part 
of the Creation, in conſequence of Man's Fall, to 
the new Nature of Believers, as there is a Senſe in -. 
which, under the Goſpel, both Jews and Gentiles 
are clean, i. e. not counted unfit to. ſeek Salvation 
and obtain it. Here is ſomething then in the I 

which repreſents the Nature of the Subjects of the 
Gohel Kingdom of Chr, vth Jour and Gent 


(92) 
without over-ſtretching, or abuſing the Figure be. 


its Deſign. 

8. We Place where this was tranſacted was a Pan 
f the Shadow of Chriſt's Kingdom. It is to be con- 

ns" his Flock; ts 
1. More ” got not his OCR, not 
uſed the Means eo biain them, in Canaan, which 
Heaven, Hab. xi. 16. but in Syria, a pro- 
fane Country, which was proper to figure the World; 
fo the Son of God, the great of the \pi- 
ritual Flock, whom Tacos repreſented, obtained not 
his Flock in Heaven ; but in the profane World he 
got them by the Rod of his Power, his Word, at. 
tended, by his Spirit; and by means of the good Ex. 
ample, Beauty, and Influence of Grace in the Saints, 
As Faceb had all his Flock in Syria, and not one of 
them in Canaan ; and every one of them by a hard i 
Service, ar Means, and the Operation of 
the Divine — ſo the Son of God in 
the fame Manner obtaineth his ſpiritual Flock in 


22. The Place more where this wonders 
Jul Tranſacbion and Figure of the Goſpel Kingdom of 
nit came to paß, was at the Well" of Haran, de-. 
feribed in Chap. xxix. 1, 2, 3, 4, Then Jacob went 
an bis Tourney, and came inis the Land of the People 
off the Eat, &c. the Place where he firſt met with, 
and made Acquaintance with Nachel his Wife; | 
which was an admirable Figure of the Jewſb 
Church, in a meaſure as diſting from the 

Gontelr- Church. As that Country in general, 25 

diſtin guiſhed from Canaan, was tive even of 

whe World; the Place where the Well was, and 
| where the main TranſaQtion came to paſs, muſt be 

Sourative-indeed. What Place in the World could 
* gure, but the Place where Chriſt began his y” 
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(54) 
the Fei Church itſelf anterior to the Go 
And the Party- coloured among them, which were 
1 and Ground of Janas Flock, proper 
— few Believers in the Fewi/ſh Church 
ho Chriſt came to the World, which were the 
Ground of his Goſpel Church. Even the Stone 
its Mouth, of which we read in Chap. xxix, 
1, 2, 3. Ten Faceb went on his —— and camt 
— the People of the Ea, &c. which 
was to keep the Water for Laban's Flock alone, 
might figure the Confinement of Revelation and 
Rel gion unto the Jeuiſb Nation, excluſive of the 
Cage of the World; a Thing taken notice of in the 
by the Term of the Partition Wall between 
— Gentiles Eph. ii. 14 to 17. For be is our 
eace, 0 hath made Sund one, and bath broken doun 


the Middle Wall of Partition between us, &c. And 


conſequently .Faced's rolling of the Stone away from 
the Well's Mouth, to make it a free Well, or Place 


of drinking for any that would come, Perſes g, 10 


* to figure Chriſt's removing the Partitim 
and — the Way and Means of Salvation 
free to Jews and Hern, as the Goſpel declares he 


._ did, and he himſelf aſſerts at the Well of Samaria, 


John iv. 20 to 24. But the Flock which he had 


8 | after his Separation of the party-coloured: Part of 
+... Laban's Flock, was proper to figure the Jewiſh 
\.. Converts to Chriſtianity in the Beginning of the 


Goſpel in and-about Jeruſalem. All that Part of his 


Flock which Jacob got at the Well by Means of the 
Kad, and motly coloured Part of the Flock during 
bis fix Years — figured the cus, who were 
converted to Chriſtianity both by means of the Gol- 


Doctrine, and the Converſation of Believers in 
. rr er 


3. 1 


FP”FWPOERarOECtLD0DoGInGGHHIGGCAEASYTDO =O ere > = wy © om. 


(95). 

| z. The Flock itſelf, and the Place where Faced 
did ſet the Flock, which were ſeparated” from La- 
zun s to dwell and increaſe, | was proper to out 
the Goſpel Church, which would be e in the 
2 thoſe in and about Jeruſalem; and after 
the firſt Converſions at the Temple and Jeruſalem; 
as the mixt coloured with black and white, which 
were in Laban's Flock, which before the Miracle 
he gave to Jacob, figured the true Believers in the 
Jewiſh Church before the Goſpel; and thoſe who 
at the Well, even the figurative Well of Harun du- 
ring Jacob's Service for the Flock, figured the firſt 
Goſpel Believers among the Jeus; or thoſe who 
were converted at by means of the Word 
and the good Example of thoſe who believed al- 
ready; for the Jews coming from all Parts to ä 
ſalem! to worſhip in the Time of the ſolemn Feaſts, 
could not but converſe with ſome of the Num- 
ber of Believers in the City, either as they lodged, 
or dealt with them; and be influenced by their Con- 
verſation; efpecially-as great Grace was in the firſt 
Converts to Chriſtianity, or upon the firſt Fruits of 
the Goſpel Grace; as we are informed it was, As 
ir. 33. latter Part. Their Converſation muſt be 
more affecting, and the Fruit of it great, from Time 
to Time, before the Jes were hardned, and their 
Day of Grace paſt. An Effect that deſerved a Fi- 
gure; * I have ſhewed to be the Effect of look - 
ing upon the mixt colour d, the Conception 
of the other Part — theſe, I ſay, 
figured the Jewiſh Converts to Chriſtianity, whether 
they lived far or near, who were the Ground of the 
Gentile Church; ſo thoſe who were begotten of 
theſe ſeparated Flock, who were not conceived' nor 
born at the Well of Haran, nor came to drink 
LE | | there, 
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(96) 
there, but were OW.” and born far frony it, 
and lived upon the Palinre and Waters #vthit Coun: 
try, might in ſome meaſure ſhadow out the Gentil 
Converts to Chriſtianity, who were not convertey 
* . — ood Examples of 
Believors ; but hon — hing ee in 
the Synagogues of did not refort to 
— — 25 * lived upon the My 
niſtry which God raiſed for them among themſche 
And as thoſe who were born in the new, Place an 
Habitation of the Flock, were one Flock with thoſe 
who were gotten from Laban's in a miraculotis Way, 
and proceeded from them as their Root; ' this fun- 
ſnewed how the Gohniles would be one with thi 
| — — and founded upon them as thei 

Nom. xi. 16; 1723. For if the Fin. Hu 
be boly, — toly? And if the Nor be bah i 
Jo" are tu Branches, S . Ad . 1% mig 
And would from them̃ ei 
or remotely ; juſt as had not one among hi 
Flock; that did not or remotes * 
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ly from thoſe 1 and conceived Wi lis 
at the Well; which the Goſpel preached a Wl 
the Temple. But it muſt be owned Her, that this 7 
Circumſtance, or Part of the Type; doth more-cleas WT! 
ly reprefent the Jewiſh: than the Gentile Converts Wi WI 
to Chriſtianity; and with-goodReafon ; as the forinet Wl Fl 


were the Beginning, Ground and Pattern of th 
latter. There are in otliers of the Types the cleareſt 
ions of the Converſion of the Gentila 
alone. Here is ſore. Shadow of it, But ii is one of 
the darker Parts of the Figure. The Place of thi 
typical Flock, indeed, both before and after theit 
Removal from Syria to Cunnan, figuræd tho Place d 
Chriſt's Goſpel Ki both in Tine and aftet 
Time; but the Place where the Miracle was pen 


formed 
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formed towards them at the Well of Haran, muſt 
ane re or "other, bear ce poly eminent 
in e "ig 10 Die Bf 971% 19 
the Tee Neeb Ea, —1 | 
N ure, and dure 
on l aha ically, , 21 10 lob 
wk "In ea 8 the Time both of the Con- 
3 Birth 6f the Flock, [ſhadowed out ce 
ir Gofpel Converſions. The 
ture, Which * compares the Converſibmo vf 
Men to human Births, ſometimes alſo c it 
to Conception ; hence the Expreſſion uſed for On- 
erfion, even of the firſt Converſions of the Goſpel, 
ſhadowed by the Figure in the Text, of being be- 
gotten bythe Word,” Jam. i. 18. Of 868 own N 
| e 4% Truth, that ue ſhould he a 
Kid of Fin. Fruits f "bis Creatures.” Of the Gad 
of God Within his People, in reference tc thar, 
rh 90 5 are B ly formed in the Warbb, 
and of Chriſt's being formed Within 
ks eg 6 þ poken in reference to 40 Embrie iw tche 
Wha Gul. i iv. 19 little Children, of '4ohoth 1 
9 Birth a dk 5 1 Chriſt "be formed m"you. 
me 11 8 7 leads us to apprehend, * 4 Flock, 
hic many other reſpects figured the ſpiritual 
Flock of Chriſt, did — alſo in 6 wa 
— ; for if they thernſelyes figured the Perſans 
Gofpel Believers, why not in their Conception ? 
Tea, mote eſpecially in their Coneeption; as it Was 
the Circumſtance felating to: them in -whick"the 
Miracle was wrought. Now, as the mirscu- 
dus Concepti of Zaban's andFaced's Flock before 
the Nadi, and 2 7 of the Flock at che Well of 
Haran ; ac I ſhewed before; Sade 
Teupit, rand the Werltipof | * | 
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Times of Chtiſt, and the, Golp 
flex, to give; ſufficiet and, —. 
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Lie Water, and 1 tof the mid colour | 
> the Flock, ſhe! 9 0 "char che fiat Fru hs 
Golpel,” 7055 and) Effect of the pen 0 
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. -paſs, in a, principal Meaſure was the Offering of th 


ID £200. 
In Ache Afternoon of the World's Time, and 
| Fool of Talernacles in the. ſeventh Month, bl 

was about ſo much Time after the middle of the 

Year; according as the Time in general was afterth 

middle of the World's Time; the Birth of , 
5 24 the, Were of the Year pointed zt th 
when the new Births by the M. 
8. . 05 9 would hap n. That whid 
gave Occaſion to this, was the many ' Feſtivals, which 
5 \Fews celebrated in the Summer accordin ty 
God's Order, 3 1 their Attendance 
all Parts to "ck as the Feaſts of the P 15 
over or as 6 5 5 which were ical of the 
ing of the Goſpel Time. All the public Fei 
e dn. of that Nation, which & 
gured the Things of the Goſpel being obſerved i 
.the Summer, and none of them in the Winter, mu 
certainly point at the Time of the Year, when the 
- Goſpel Diſpenſation would begin; which St. Par 
| ſhews us was one of the Subjects of a Prophec 
25 j. 24. 7a, e Prophets 7 Samuel, 
2 that. follow fer, as many | as Baue ſpoken 
2 il jel of e - More & 
ially the Time Pentecoſt pointed © 
F * when they goed 2 0 e y. unto 0 
At Eafter offered but one Bar an 
one 9 BS Burnt Offering x8 it; 2 5 the 
Pentecaſ they offered the firſt f ruit of the Whet, 
tus Loaves of Bread, and ſeven Lambs for a Bum 
" Offering , Levi. xxiii. 4 to 18. After this followel 
25 Harveſt, as the great Harveſt of the Go 
pel ſoon followed after the Effuſion of the Spirit d 
the Pentecgſt, next after Chriſt's Death at Jeruſalem; 
and about this Time, or rather ' after it, came 


-- firſt Fruits, which figured the firſt Goſpel Believe 
as is plain from the Referente made to this in Jan 


101 
18; Of. us own W3ll 8 with. the 
nel, tes he foe be © Hind of rt Fruits "of os 
„Rev. xiv. 4. e which were 
rh Fer they are Virgins * 125 = 
mow the | Lamb e he”; 
Thee were redeemed from among Men, being 
2 and ta the Lamb, Al fh 828 
hat the Time of the Conception, and Birth of 
9s typical Flock pointed in ſome noted ede 
he Time of Year, in which the Golpel would b 
whe preached, for a Mark to the Jews to: 55 
re ec to the Length Length of Time, in Wach Ja + 
12 1 25 the e aordinaty Meatis ale 
ady mentioned, d by the tion of the e: 
linary. Power of God with © refn, which wit 
Jing th lſt ix Years of hi Service, i einer 
{ to. be in a literal Senſe ſome real. rough ot 
eee 4 e the Gepel Comer 
& Jeruſalem. * The Succeſs of „i 
the owned, continued there more than, 72 7 f 
e the other hand, its great Succeſs came to by 
1a few Years. The preaching of the Goſpel wa 
public Way, was much diſcouraged there in 3 — 
imme, yet fill the good Examp e and Converſation 
that eminent Generation of era” Contitiued 
o be a means of converting ſome. of. their 18 | 


jours, and more of thoſe WhO came from far 

yorſhip there; even as it may be, obtained 

2 p-coloured Flock by ſetting the Faces of che 

nceiving Flock towards thoſe of that Colour it t 

t Years of his. ſtay there, after he had been forbid - 

PB IRPer -law, who often changed his Wages, 
Rads 3 in the Water, which re te- 

ublic Miniſtration of the At 

1 c the e the Flock to- 


ins con- 
ceiling 


hy heir tage th iow. Ke lred de 


e od 2 of the firſt” Göfpel . 
a EE ea os i Goſh 
e 25 u 8 Nee : it Sucre 
18 which the Figüre pri Vr dd 
c a e 0 de 
455 che: al ſi je Analogy Beeyees en the Pime c tt 
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E.as t elerve” a previdits reſehtatibh-d 
ind. d as the: 5 700 NE 9a firſt Gvige 
9 2 to £9 e Subject of Of 115 

Re ©, 2 chat with' goof 
ſor 7. 4 Ke of the Goſpt 
| hh 5 Habe of the evitigelick- ter 

; 2; Aim e liferal Senfe, V fe Tm a 
Taob's pie Flick may Ee a Ay 
= r to figure out the Goſpel Converfionothibugh 
l Time of the Dilgetfation: ef It. Tf 
three Ways, 1-11 the Length and Buche 
2%, the Property of it, as to the reſt of the Vee 
3-1 | 1 1 Jot: rig the Rods at ſome times.” © 

13 juſtly oe to point in font t6- 
ma ROE 1 1 Oe whole — 2 of wa 
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Figure of a Tine of. the 
anſwerable alſo to the Jews 75 75 


F will extend fo far as to fg nify the beginnt 
bs *of the - Millenium inet. But Pane 


af 


think, that he went S907 up Laban i in the Sp pfing 


ime of removing; "hes 
ear, or a little before i it, 4 


of the Year, the 128 
at the End of the 
his on State, and the State of his Flock in 8 


00 


did not reſemble the State of the Goſpel Church in 
the Millenium, but in the 2000 Years 1 before it; it 
was in Canaan that his Flock reſembled the State of 
the. Goſpel Church, both in the Millenium and in 
. 80 itſelf; 85 Io ple more immediately, aid in 
7 The Ground 


the Year of acbb 's Ser- 


| 270 g nIT) mA to ſignify Weeks, is 
= Ne 7 nen, : 
making Days to fignify Years, as well as making 


Weeks and Months to fi gnify the ſamo in other 
Places, as Rev. xi. 2, 3,.— 11; and Dan. ix. 2 We 
26, Cc. And as Leab, Facob's. ife, was a 


of the. Gentile Church under the Goſpel, even 7 5 


che] did figure. the Jeuiſb Church, doch "before and 
Par Colne 25 His fulfilling of ker Week by her 


hadow of the ſame Thin in theſe 6 rative Sea- 
Sac e Wo And the K aft wh his Father- 

in-law | made at, the Time of his going in unto” her, 
Fa 42, And Laban, gathered togiiher all the Men if 
the, Pla, eds 6 Feats. may 4 nay 1 believe 
was a Figure of the ſpiritual Feaſt of the Golpel, 
W wack the Lord Promiſed to "make for all People, 
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the. itſelf. | more an juſt fir 
Ye * 1 wanted but lille of the ſeventh Year 
then- * 4. of his Servitude, and of gaining his 


's Order, Chap. xxix. 47 28, may be ſome 
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Word Gentiles, in Mount Zion, Iai;izxvii 6. . 
pired alſo by the Feaſts which Abraham made at the 
Seen, and weaning of his Son Haut e T 
which the Prophet may principally refer, rather than 
to common Feaſts not made by? Perſons who were 
Types of "Chriſt, or in ſuch Seaſons, as were fit to: 
repreſent. the Matters of the future Goſpel, ot 1200117 
2. Te Kind of the Seaſon whin Jacob fo tis Bb 
which repreſented Goſpel Believers in theſe Taru! RA 
the Flock NE nc? not 1 hout theſe Years, wo 
4d'not uſe the means; i. e. the peeed Rds in tho 
Waters, or to proctre a Flock | 
was proper to repreſent the State of Nawas in this 


World at all Times; and conſequently they were 
not born all Times of the Fear; and it Was their 


Birth rather than tlieir Conception that figured Re- 
generation; though both figured ic, as 1 | 
before. The Seaſon was two-fold; - 1. They were. 
conceived in the Day-time. 2. Were born in, the 
Spring of the Tear; both which figured, and that 
in a wonderful Manner, the Time of the»Goſpet: 
Converſions, from the n of 8527 Diſpenta-: | 
ton unto the end of Time. bas Sp 
1. During thoſe fix typical Years they cond ths 
of the Colour which figu orleans 419: ta 
the Day-time. T begin with the Time of their : 
tion, as it was in Order of Time, before che Birch of 
their Young.” It cannot be ſaid, that they 
not, and conceived not at Night; but if they, did. 
they did not conceive therm of the mird 
Colour, as did riot drink then, nor could "_ 
the peeled R Ring ſtraked and ſpotted Part t 
the Flock; for the Light of che natural Sun | 
ing upon che mix d Colours of both the Rods and 
Flocks, which were put before them for a Pattern. 
of the Colour of *r... 
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wake the Si ae N 
aan 0 —— thouſand: Fay, 5 


the Sun, and of its dig tand Influence, A 


proper to ſhapn, that.the Golpel; — not. alway 

iN dh Period af itt Diſpenſation he ne 
vert Men, or ta give them a be ehe Being but 
only incthols Seaſons Men the, SN I - BgFenke 
wouldiſhins; upon, the Word, and upon 
tone Rebiexers, 2 Corr il. 6. Ei Ged, vin .co 
ne a nor Dering hc 5 
in a Hearts,” lo giwerthe Li 272 
2 in, the ace 7% 
on high muſt-viſit LY to. give, 

245 Vin Darn. 7 2 the 

Dead 3-46 
1. 78, 79. Tbe Sus 2, dee mult 77/e Fl 
abi i ifs His td cure and change our 7 
tung, Hal . 2. This is that which makes the 
rituatk Day with the, 
Grace and Converſions in he World. 

2. Wir Hirth of the; nir d coloured ee Tia 
1 rr the: Nax, at the 
San towards hem. Their Concept No 17 . 
che Autun of the Year; and I have already ſhowed 
| what that repreſented, when the $un. departed from 
them, which kemy ta gold ill with 1 0 bu 
we alloy tlüs no Nlace in this Part of the Figurs 

but only. tha Light of ths Dey 35 oppoſed to the 
| Night; which will be of a gear e 
truly; accurd 3 — nnof th 
their Ring ng.4n the 1 — 
at 8 ar , oe ? Hun: The thy ppg 
the Night! in Autumn, being in this Matter of-F 


gurle dur Heel Inth lle Was of Peace, 1 90 


Church, and the the Seaſons 0 
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fie Sr u Wilh the of the Sonin 

as cothparePto the/Winterr This Birth of 
pm in a1 8 Sammer during theſe: ive 
Wen Dy Diys-of Years; fhewet: ina Piggres: _ 
E p< vere would Ce to paſs in 
che near Approaches iof the Sm — 
ws to eben to oauſe its Inoreaſe, -Growthy 
abt Fiotitifing** The fame Thinig it naturally rer 
preſented by, te Towing” of Fielde and: Gardens: at 
is Tune, the Grawth-and Floutiſhing- of Ab Ma- 
mite itſelf, The Church hathiits:Summerand Wink. 
ter us well as the natural Workt:/ The Summer in 
che Time of its In unde of the: off 
thoſe who are Believers already, Confi.1i. , 1 3 

Fir b, the Winter is paſt, the Rain 3 

Kc. and Chap. vii. T, T3. Le ur ger — 


_—_ . ſte if the Vine,flouri fur, 
Grape appear, and the. 
There will I give thee my Loves 860. n Cir 
Suns approach to the . Barth in Summer isa noble 
Nepreſentation of the Effect of che a 
Stn of Riphteguſneſs upon the ſpiritual 1 
3. There wan ſame myſtical” Signufication a Jacob 
mt putting” the peele Rods in the Murer, which ws 
one of the miraculous Means N this Flock 
was procured at evety Seaſon of the Flack's 
— declared if Verſes . te Ton. ah 
it came to 5 wphinſoever the unge; cau- 
cexve, ha fie laid the Reds before the | Ryes 'of Ne 
Cattle in the Gutters, that they might not concerue' 
the Ras, &c: The Hatural Keaſon there hintets at 
he omitted this Practice is, becauls he wolukt: 
have a weak and unhealthy Breed; but this weng pro. 
pet ſpiritually to repreſent Woll Seaſons in the'Time 
of the Chriſſian Diſpenſation, in which the 


of the Word would very much fail, and be leſs at- 
tended 
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(10809 
trũded with the Spirit of Power that makes it effec, 
tual to convert Souls. We are not told indeed in 
which of thoſe Years he ceaſed to uſe the Rods, yet 
we may gueſs that it was not in the firſt of theſe 
Vears, and figurative Days of thoſe, Years; which te- 
preſented. the aud Years, and even the firſt Cen. 
turies of Chriſtianity, in which the Goſpel was cf 

t Effect in the World. There can be no doubt 
dut that he uſed them in the ficſt, Years, the Form 
of the Text-Exprefſions about it promiſes ſo much. 
It may be alſo that he uſed them s laſt of thoſe 
Years;: which anſwered; to the Time of the Refor. 
mation, when the Goſpel had a great Effect, and 
only omitted this Practice about the middle of theſe 
two thouſand Days which anſwered to the Cor- 
ruption of the — 0h hb Church, and the Riſe of | 
Antichriſt; Schick came to paſs chiefly in tlie eighth, 
ninth and tenth Centuries, Cc. we have ſome Rea - 
ſon to apprehend that he did forbear uſing the Rod 
more than one Vear; even twice, if not more; 4 

Days of which Years figured the Centuries, i 

ſixth or ſeventh Centuries, in which the Church 
but few Converts we evidently ſee; that where Re- 
ion hath remained a long while, one Generation 
Profeſſors become worſe, weaker or more dege- 
nerate in Piety than thoſe before them, juſt like the 
Crops of Corn in a barren Soil (anda | Tu Soil to 
Grace dur fallen Nature is) which are weaker. every 
Vear than another, bringing at laſt but little Corn, 
and much Weed; ſo that the Owner muſt let the 
Land alone to reſt without ſowingrit, t to gather 
Strength. The laſt Remedy for the barren i Fig-trec, 
is digging about it, and dunging it; and, it muſt 
have alſd much of the Rain of. Heaven, 70234 2 
ing of che ine F to ON 5 175 y 
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* 
eee Religion "This Werd hath hrt Jintle 
= them. It 2 thro their a 
ption, and cannot ky, the Fruit of Conver- 
Fed? either doth God ſend the beſt Means: unto 
them, aſter they have been ſufficiently tried with 
Means. There hath been indeed abundant Matter 
of Fact in the World, in the Deca ys vrhich- hate 
appeated among the Profeſſors of Chri both 
in the primitive and reformed Tinies to an{wer this 
figurative Re reſentation of the 8 :'of the 
Flock in ſome Years, and toi put 
the Rods in the Water, and the — of the mira 
culous Effect attending this: Had he always uſed 
them with Succeſs; it would have been an 
| Repreſentation of the ſpiritual F lock of /Chtiſt;!and 
the Effect of the Goſpel upon it. Zut as he ma- 
it, it is an excellent Picture of this great Mat- 
ter, viewed on every Side of it. Thus the Time of 
this antient Tranſaction, we'ſee, is apparentiy enough 
- eminent Repreſentation * the Golpel "Fuabevery 
ay. * + chu bits 
10. The Sperm, of Jacob's Flet from [Laban's 
alſo takes place in this Figure of Chrift's Gael King- 
dom. Jacob's Separation” of his Part. 'Labax's 
Flock is aſſerted in Verſe 35. And be'\removed that 
D. the He-Goats that wwere' ring=/traked and f. | 
and all the She-Goats that were cre Heel d 
and every one bar bad ſome white in it, ani all the 
brown among the Sheep, and gave them into the; Hands 
of bis Sons. It is eaſy to guels that this muſt-repre- 
ſent Chriſt's' Separation of his People from "the 
World, who are Hliem from, and Enemies to God; 
and belong to Satan, the Prince of the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs, and the God of this World, and as ſuch 
bad need be ſeparated * as they have an- 


1 
* | 
t 
t 


(u 
vither-Head,) another Exerciſe,, lire by. anather Lan 
huve other Principles / and Hopes, and differ wideh 
— ang ok. it 5 711 

in 2 II. 14515. Wt. thay 
cMinds'werd blinded. © Fur: until this Day remaineth th 
= Vail mitahen uway, in the; reading . the, | 
» aubteb}- Fail is, dene n in 
eeuble to this ¶Neceſſity and / Grqunds of. the 
iP andiito the, Repreſentation. in the Figure 
-Chriſtdoth;'by the Conſtitution. of Religion, and by 
his Providence, ſeparate, his People into a diſtind 
Comimunion from the Morld, and maintains it mare 
on beſe, ntwithſtanding the Tendengy of their Cx. 
. inchning them to be one with the 
rinciple- and Practice, as, may be learned 
— Charge, Nom. iin 2. And be mt 
— World 3 but. Papa aan 
renbusogrof your: Mind, that ye may prove what i 
vey unduaceeptable, und ubs, Wilof God. Thi 
: in tliat . F, igure of Chriſt s pF 
vahichn we have) inthe Text. . The Sour 
and Church was kept ſeparate from kgs! of 0 
World byithe Partition Wall neee Ordinances 
ur Balamtakes Notice in bis Prophely, Numb, 5 ** 
9H fromthe ty f the Roch I ſee, bim, und pt 
decke \Hillr F-beluldobim.; he, the 1 ſhall 2 9 
a e- 


wiſe) in dhe Time of«the, Seel 2 choſe. i 
:\Dilviples from the M orld, Jabm xv. 19. Aud ex. 
wplained. the Word of the. Kiogdom, of  Heaven,to 
-Xhenv part „art: iv. 33, 364. After mY Death; un- 
actil che Egbon, ehe; pirit, they kept. by t 
: felves, At i. U 5a and: il 1. The. Moltitude, wh 
io vuhd ſoon after believed in Chriſty, ioined with then 
tinto a Communion, in which none, of the 1 


—People, who-did not believe in Ghuilt, 5 
1 


M, 1 e inet dn; 
1 ig ried ven. 5 fe 
1 after {6tfic" Yeats, rom Wig-Udhe- 
1 1 = 1406 ſes, "Ops: hie f 
1 eig de D flples 1 Rat dx 
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7 Were we — eſerited _—_ 
"Grice, ©: 20d ther \ which! 
one by Faith int ce ag Une ebloufed 
Hock, "whith tepreſenteg 
| 2m nd GH — 7 


me iin which . —.— = = 
"of every one — 89 —— 
| which was, as thewed® before, © 
"the" Cale; FR pc any. dhe e. Be. 
e. 
g al repr n 
ag — gn ; 
1 57 el the lSeſpel had Biteodls, 
* 8 A * wy hy 
Nabe ns the Natib Was Rar- 
5 ind = he ge — — the 
. Goſpel amor Tome 
Far more e bk God in the 
Falßzwent of vl Word of Propheſy of ny Sort ex- 
ofs or emble | Wy Wer ra ben ries Lon tan 
"His Word, Vil Mort of it, for 20f his 
hi and Ineſs; and ts help out Falth. and 
"th ifficalty wit whichthe paftysecleured among 
" Labor's Flock and the yoting Lambs and Kids were 
"Tepatated'Sha Weaned flom thEfeſt2-mnf from Weir 
„ And ca Inclitation'they'hads to return unto 
5775 ; duf that hon — or Way was ſoc great, 
c roper enduglt to" 6 — 
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(112) 
with which the Jeri Believers ſeparated from the | 
"reſt;. and their Inclination to turn to. the Obſervance 8 
of the Law. This is a plain and obvious Fact in the 
Ooſpel Hiſtory, and much complained of by the 
Apoſtle in ue! of his Epiſtles, which ſhew the 
great Labour he had to prevent the Apoſtacy of the 
Jewiſb Believers into Judaiſm ; as no doubt Jacht 
| Sans, under whoſe. Hands the ſeparated Flock were 
put, r hour wich, fhem to. keep then 
in their new Paſture, and from firagling far In their 
K e The Sons of | Faced, the 


pai and certainly dhe 
ES 
- himſelf, the great Shepherd of the. - -— 
I we conſider. n ptlialh, 

them into Days, ſignifying ſo many kun 
about two thouſand. Years, this Will Yn, out 
Chxiſts conſtant, well known, and i important Work 
of ſeparating his elect People from the Society and 
Converſation of a wicked and unbelievin g World, 
thro the Time of the Goſpel; either unto the End 
of Time, or unto the End of the Ee Time 
of the Church; and unto the Beg of the happy 
Millenium. And Jacob's having 1 eſe coloured 
_ figurative Animals to Cams ol Vie than angther, 
as When the Flock was weak, and he did not lay the 
Rods inthe Gutters and Troughs of Water, was proper 
to ſhew the few Converts there would be, to be ſepa- 
rated from the World in ſome of the Days of Chri- 
ſtianity, as it hath plainly come to paſs in fact. The. 
great Diſtance between Jacub s purchaſed and 4c- 
quired Flock, and the Stock from whence, they 
Came, even three Days Journey, was a proper Em- 

N blem, not of the — 5 but moral aue Dif- 

| ETence 


E. Tease. 
reſpected; as J Ae: was a. F 
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their Notions, Principles, Practices and Condition 
ogether, which is very great. And tho it is not ſo 
great as the fixed Gulph between theſe” in the other 
Life, which is ſo great, as that the one cannot come 
nto the other's Place and Condition, Luke xvi. 261 
Ind befides all this, between us and you-there is 4 greut 
ulf fred: So that they which would paſs. from hencetd 
you cannot ; neither can they paſs to us that wou!d come 
yon Mence. Vet it is ſo great; even in this Liſe, a8 


ondition; tho Believers often enter too far into the 


om all this, that this Part of the Tranſaction, even 
acth's Separation of his Flock, did not figure 
hriſt's Separation of his People from the wicked 
ind loſt World! And that that Tranſaction which 
gured Chriſt's Goſpel Kingdom in ſo many other 
eat Reſpects, did not figure it in this alſolb( 
2. His going with his Flock into Canaan unto bis 
Father, as wwe read he did in the next Chapters, and in 
bap. xxxv. 27. And Jacob came unto Iſaac his Father 
10 Mamre, unto the City of Arbah (which is Hebron) 


orift's carrying his. People into the ſpiritual Land 

"romſe home to his Father, even to | Heaven. Fatob, 
we have already ſeen, ſerved with Laban for them, 
ind uſed Means to increaſe them for fix Years; and 
1, upon the Occafion of Laban and his Sons 


gn of his Diſpleaſure, and at the Command ef 
odalfo,” as we have it in Chap. xxxi. 3.1 3, lie 


1 and 


ference between true Believers, and the unbelieving 
World of Jews and Gentifes, from whence they come 
by natural Generation; even the Difference between 


hat the one cannot wholly come into the other's - 


Pociety, Practice and Condition of the unbelieving 
icked, to their great Hurt. How unlikely it is 


vere Abraham and Iſaac ſcjourned; was a Figure of 


1 


bange of Countenance towards him, which was a 


© him, and carried his Wives, Children, Family, 8 


{ 144 ) 

| — both which were Figures of Chriſl 
urch, into Canaan, which was his home, when 
his Father lived, even the Land promiſed unto hin, 
and his Seed after him; and we doubt not preſented 
and gave an Account of himſelf to his Father; why 
on the other hand, no doubt, received him, an 
heard the Account of his Increaſe with the Joy equi 
to the Love which he bore unto his Son. Anſwer 
able ta all this, Chriſt, the Antitype of Jacob, aſm 
he hath uſed Means to gain a Flock by the Miniſty 
and. Grace of the Goſpel, and ſet them a-part.fron 
| the World for his own Service and Glory, anll ag 
hath borne with their Provocations, [as both he hins 
ſelf, and alſo Moſes his Type bore with the Brovo 
cations of the /nae/ates, another Figure of his Pe 
ple, during their Sojourning in the Wildernels t 
wards Canaan] during about two thouſand Yea 
— the two thouſand Days of the fix Yea 
that Faced ſerved for his Flock, will bring them iu 
a State of Felicity y in the Millenium; whit 
will be a Preface, and a notable Introduction tu i yr 

- - glorious State above, and at laſt will bring them in 
the perfect State of Glory, where he will preſalli 
them to his Father, as aſſerted in Cal. i. 21, 22. at 
Heb, xi. 13. latter Part, &c. He. did not indes 
remove until he had a large, even a Flock-ſufficien 
for its Number and Largenefs, to make him a gra 
Man; and perhaps a determinate Number which hel 
himfelf was reſolved to obtain & er he ſhould remont 
and the Number which God, who had condeſcend 
to ſhew him in a Viſion the Increaſe of his Floc 
and by a. Miracle did; increaſe them to him, mig 
promiſe to give him; as they were ſuch a Figur! 
Believers, whoſe, Number are determinate. Til 
as proper to ſhew, that Chriſt would bring a 
People to Glory when they are increaſed to a. Mull 


1 * 
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even a Maltitude which no Mah e number 

vi, 9. But whoſe Number ate well known. to 

ir | as well as to the Father, who hath 
em unto him. The whole ſpiritual Temple muſt 
equite te Finiſhed according to he Pattern given, even 
o the full Length, Breadth and Height of it. And 
je whole Ark muſt be finiſhed, and every Creature 

bat ſhall be ſaved muſt come into it before the 

ood comes. Ao with reſpem to the Time, bu 


lich he ſpent before be removed from Syria, and whi 
r in the Way, between Syria and the Borders of 


Canath, it bath the Alpes of a figurative Repreſents 
un of the Time of  Chri/t's Church upon Earth. 
ve take the fix Yedrs, or Week of Years, which 
ru ſpent in ſerving for, and gaining his Flock in 
e moſt generdl Senſe, as hinted at before to ſignify 
he-fix thouſand Years, or the Week of Providence, 
which the Church hath lived, and is to live; for 
e moſt Part in Sorrow and Labour upon the Earth, 
n tbe fix Days which be ſpem in trauelling from 

may be taken as another Figure of ehr 
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Syria 70 Canaan 
ine of the Church's Peregrination in the Moria, before 

We enters into Reft, which is fi t Years. That 
faced travelled fix Days from the Place of his Re- 
noval, we learn from the next Chap, Verſe 23, 
— that Laban overtook Facob the 7th Day 
Mount Gilead, in the Borders of Canaan; for 
kad was x Part of the promiſed Land to asl. 
d fince the Flock was a Figure of God's 
burch, and the Country which he left, and that 
much he went into, were figurative of the Place of 
— Church in this World and the next, why 
not the Time of the Flocks travelling - home- 
is be a Figure of the Church's Time of ſojourn- 
Is upon the Earth. It may be, there: was nothing 
grate in. the whole Tranſaction than the 


1 2 Time, 
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yes, and ſaw in a Dream, and behold, the Rang 


 Tranſattion up Jacob, in the laſt Verſe of the Tex 


very great, and was the Means to give him a ſplendi 


great, was very much for his Credit and Honaur 


Men s magnifying. the Lord; Pal. x. 16. And x 


(116) | 
Time, except the Colour of the Flock; which mul 
be of great Conſideration in the Figure, as the Lom 
gave Jacob a Repreſentation of it in a Viſion in th 
Night, Chap. xxxi. 10. And it came to paſs at th 
Time that the Cattle conceived, that I lifted up min 


which leaped upon the Cattle were ring -firaked, ſpechld 
and griſſed. The notable Correſpondence between 
Jacob's going with his Flock from Syria to Canan, 
and Chriſt's going with his Church from the Wal 
to Heaven, ſhews that the former was a Figure of 
the latter. W 
. Leaftly, We have in the Text the Efect of th 


And the Man increaſed exceedingly, and had md 
Cattle, and Maid-Servants, and Men-Servants, a 
Camels, and Aﬀes. It made him a great Man, yea 


Appearance and Credit in the World; eſpecull 
God's working a Miracle in his Behalf to make hin 


Jacob indeed was a great Man before in ſome Seni ¶ ut, 
e proceeded from the moſt eminent Parentage ; v. 
no doubt a Perſon of good Underſtanding and Feri ri 
nage; and, above all, was the moſt eminent in P Fat 
in the World next to his Father Iſaac; and eminent. 
bleſſed of God. All which is agreeable to the den 
of God, who was infinitely great and happy befonfſWng | 
the World began; and the Kingdom which he halfen 
in the World adds nothing to his effential perſaſf dple 
Excellencies; but at the fame Time, it is no Em his 8 
to ſay, that he could not be a King without a Kingiſ®d- 
dom and Subjects; nor a great King without mal 0 1 
Subjects. His Kingdom makes him in a relative a Rel 
declarative Senſe great. Hence the Expreſſion E 


5 
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(17) 1 
30, Gc. And of exalting him, Exod. xv. 2. latter 
part, And Hoſea. xi. 7. Cc. There was a Type of 
Chriſt's being exalted by Means of, or upon his 
People, even the Altar at the Foot of Moumt Sinai be- 
ing placed upon twelve Pillars, Exod, xxiv. 4. The 
twelve Pillars which bore up the Altar figuring the 
twelve Tribes of Mrael, which were his Kingdom 
and Church for a Time; and the Altar upon it, 
foured Chriſt himſelf, who is exalted upon his Peo- 
ple, and by their Means. The ſame. Thing alſo 
was repreſented by the head corner Stone which was: 
boye all the Stones and Building of the Temple 
which figured the Church of God under the Goſpel; 
to which Chriſt himſelf refers, when he foretels- 
his Exaltation into the mediatorial Kingdom, Math. 
xi. 42. Jeſus ſaith unto them, Did ye never read in 
the Scriptures ? ' The Stone, which the Builders rejected, 
the ſame is become the Head of | the Corner. This is the 
Lird's doing, and it is marvellous in our: Eyes. Althe 
his Church and People cannot make Chriſt to be 
more excellent, or more wile, holy, powerful, good, 
juſt, and more beloved of the Father, than he would 
be been without them; yet, as they are his Off- 
ſpring, they make him a Father, even the everlaſting 
ether of his People, according to his Name, 1/arah! 
. 6, and Practice, ever begetting ſpiritual Chil- 
ren for himſelf, by the infinite Stock of Life dwell- 
tl ng in him, who is the Root of Life, from the Be- 
guning of the World to the End thereof. His Diſ- 
cples make him to be a Prophet and Teacher; and 
us Servants and Subjects make him to be a Maſter 
ad King: And the Excellency and Number of theſe 
do make him to be ſtupendouſly Great in theſe, 
Relations, in the Operations neceſſary to enter into, 
and to ſupport theſe. Relations; and in the Dignity 
ad Honour reſulting from them. Chriſt indeed, 
I 3 p: who 
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who'was the Heir of Heaven, yet brought -nothing 
2xto'cbe World, but made himſelf poor for our Saks 
£ Cor. vili. 9. and did hard Service in the Worl 
for his Flock ; at laſt is become very great in hi 
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Foſſeſſions already; tho yet at a great Diftance from 
| the End of the World, — arrive to the 
it of Greatneſs in his peculiar Poſſeſſion in the 
lower World, his Church; fo that Jacob's Words 
in Chap. xxxii. 10. Tam not worthy of the leaſt of al 
the Mereies, and of all the Truth, which thou haſt ſheuel 
neo thy Servant : For with my Staff Ipaſſed over thi 
Jordan, and now I am become two Bands, may with 
great Propriety be applied to Chriſt, who brought 
no py 195 fpiritunt or temporal, into the World; 
| that his Arm brought Salvation, and his Righte- 
ſg it ſuſtained him, 1 Ifaiah lix. 16. like - Facebs 
of Support, with which he walked into Syris 
Frog Canaan his proper home; and with which per- in! 
| haps he fed the Flock, and kept them from evil {Wot t 
Beaſts; which Staff might be a Figure partly of God's {Wot | 
Providence, but more eminently of his Word of Re- Ti 
velation, by which he manages his ſpiritual Kingdom, I den 
8s Moſes's Rod was; to which, of all the ancient his 
Shepherds Rods, the Prophet, we ſuppoſe, chiefly al 1 
ludes, Pſal. cx. 2. The Lord frall ſe fo — Red of Vs Ml 
Strength out of Zion: Rule thou in the midſt of thin . ' 
Enemies. Jucob by his Servitude, and the extraordi- WW” 
nary Bleſſing and Agency of God with him, became Ev: 
| great an rich in Syria, before he went to Canaan) 
ut after he went to Candan, he ſoon became greater, 
by the Enjoyment of his Father's great Subſtance, ' 
whoſe 2 per Heir he was, by virtue of the great 
al Bleſſing, which devolved unto him 
y "the Will of God. and by the notable Agency of 
his Providence. In this alſo repreſenting the Meffiab, 
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World by his Service and whenhe 
into 2 — — 97m 2 
Head of the Angels and 5 which were 
j Heaven before he left it, and while he ſerved u 
Eath, When all that he had gotten in Syria were ad- 
ed to what his Father left him, Jucub was great im. 
{ed So-the-whole Chriftiar Church, —— the — 
reſ being added to the Saints 
wat nth * Gee gels of Heaven, will 
make Chriſt's Kingdom — great; and his 
ity and Glory anſwerable to this. | 
In ſo many Reſpects Jacobs Flock was a Figure 
of Chriſt's Chureh. I come now to the other Part 
of this laſt Head, which is, | 
2. To ſhew the Reaſons wh y Tacel's Flock wi 
made a Figure of the Church of Chriſt under the 
Goſpel, It was not Faced himſelf, nor any Creatutte 
in Heaven, nor Earth, that made this Flock a Shadow 
of the Goſpel-Church to come ; bur it was the Gol 
of Heaven and Earth that both appointed this before 
Time, and-in Time brought it to paſs by his Provi- 
dence ; which is the Execution and Manifeſtation of 
bis eternal Will My Buſineſs here is to enquire 
a little into the Reaſons of this Part of the ancient 
Work of Providence, in the following Order. 
. Why he would at all figure out his Church 
by viſible Things. 2. Why he would figure out the | 
Evangelical, rather than the Old Teſtament Churell. 
IG y he did it in Times of Old, or ſo long w_ 
Why by Facets Flock. 
. Pcs why God would at all, or at 
Time, figure out his Church by vifible Things. It is 
dent to thoſe who are truly enlightned, and in a larg 
meaſure alſo in the Scriptures of the Old and 
Teſtament, that the all-wiſe God hath given in h 
Providence and Word, ſome notable ad great Repro. 
14 ſentations 
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ſentations of his Church, both. Jeuiſp and Gentil 
under the Old and New Teſtament. The Taber. 
nacle in the Wilderneſs, tho'. in an abſtract ſinge 
Senſe, it figured: the Goſpel Church; yet, as — 
.pared with the Temple, it figured the Church under 
the: Old. Teſtament preceding the Goſpel Church; 
i did the one Candleſtick that was in it, as competei 
With the ten Candleſticks in the Temple. And 6 
£s two Wives, the one, eyen Rachel, to whom he 
was firſt eſpouſed, repreſented the YFewiſh Church; 
and the other, even Leab, which was more fruitful, 
Tepreſented the Gentile Church. Now the Lr 
would give theſe, and the like material and emble. 
matick Repreſentations of his Church to the World, 
þeeayſe of the great Excellency and Importance of 
the Subject to repreſent God's Regard to it upon 
that Account; and he did this to manifeſt this hi 
Regard to his Church, to induce the Church to pu 
that juſt Eſtimation upon herſelf, which would en- 
gage her to abſtain from Sin, and.to manifeſt a jul 
Regard untq God; to induce. others to behave 5 
— his Church, and to come into it, and be . 
cor porated with it; together with other Ends worthy 
A uch great and peculiar Adminiſtrations of Provi 

ence. 
He did this by Things viüble and familiar to out 
Senſes, becauſe the Church, as ſuch, is a ſpiriual 
Body, and.in,a meaſure inviſible to our Senſes, Cal 
Ji." 3. For ye are dead, ang your Life is hid with (Arif 
in God; and therefore needs a viſible Repreſentation, 
e's the Iaſon — our Underſtanding and Memory 
entation of ſo excellent and great: 
Pu Car as _ Church is, tends. to the Honour cf 
Gad's Works of Creation and Providence, by which 
chey are repreſented; and alſo, ſhew, that they were 
ee formed for this End. Theſe are fot 
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of the Ends, by God hath given ſeveral material 
Repreſentations of his Church to the World. | 
2. Iam to ſbet aby he would rather give: a Figure 
1 the Euangelict, than the Church of the 05 Teflament. 
here are ſeveral more Figures of the former, than 
of the latter, in Scripture. This cannot be without 
ſome Reaſons, ſuch as that the Church of the Old 
Teſtament was partly preſent, and partly removed 
into Glory; and Part of its future Time near at 
hand; and upon theſe Accounts not ſo proper a 
Subject of typical Repreſentations as the Evangelick 
Church: Beſides the greater Excellency of this latter, 
i to its Greatneſs, Extent, Conſtitution, Glory and 
Uſe in the World, than the former; and its being ſo 
far in Time to come, whereby i it came, by Means 
of the preceding Shadows of it, a more proper and 
eminent Demonſtration of the Purpoſe, Sovereignty, 
Wiſdom, Power, Truth and Unchangeableneſs of 
God, made it a more proper Suhject of typical Re- 
eſentations than the former. The Apoſtle aſſerts 
more excellent State of Goſpel Believers, Heb. 
vii; 6. to 13. But nom hath he obtained a more excel- 
lent Miniſiry, by how much alſo be is tbe Mediator of 4 
better Covenant, which was, cftabliſhed upon better Pro- 
mes, &c. It hath a greater Reſemblance and Con- 
nection with the Church in Glory than the former. 
Heb. xii. 18. to 24. And ſo far as it excels in it- 
ſelf, and the Diſpenſation of Religion in it, aſſerted 
in Chap. xi. 40. Cad having provided ſame better Thing 
fer us, 7 — they\without us ſhould not be made genf, 
ſo far it muſt be a fitter Subject of the Types. I 
have ſhewed already, that the Figure in the Text 
chiefly regarded the Goſpel Church, Theſe are the 
Reaſons why it was the principal Subject of eccle- 
ſiaſtical Figures and Repreſentations. jw to theſe 
night be added, its having its Foundation laid by the 
Son 
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Son of God in Perſon as another Reaſon of this. It 
excelled the Old Teſſament Church in Largeneſs and 
Extent ; bore. more excellent Fruit, and excelled in 
its Conſtitution and — — and was upon all 
theſe Accounts a fitter Subject of previous Repreſen. 
tations; and of this in the Text among others. 
3. Fam to fte n ie 


Poungelich Church fo o doubt 
this'was dbne, as 1 * e c dur God's Works 
for ae wile and gon Binds, wi were in i 
Eketihood theſe following. To give a Figure of it 
ſome thouſand of Years F. rewe or id the , 
Time of the patriarchal Age, and before the Tine 
ef the Yi national Church, was a more proper 
and effectual Demonſtration of the eternal wee 
and Peifections of God; and more for the Gl 
the Author of prophetic Providences, than fuch 8. 
rative Providences would have been, had they 
nearer the Time of the Accomplifhment of 
the Things figured by them; they were — 
ed to give unto; the created Spirit of the Mz 
viſible Figure of the chief Part of his ſpiritual 
dom, even the Goſpel Church, and Me prin wy 
Effeck of the Travail of Chriſt's Soul in his 
diente and Sufferings, to delight him with the Proſ- 
pe& thereof; whoſe Delight from the beginning, 
and before the begi innin of Time, is declared by 
himſelf to be with is Fre Men, Prov. viit. 
31. And with whom among the Children of Men 
can his Delight be, as much as with his Church, eſ- 
peciall/ that principal Part of it, the Evangelick 
Church? It was alſo to give to the Saints and An- 
gels above, who delight in the Converſion of 
Men to God, and in Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, ef- 
pecially in his Kingdom, made up of all Ne. 
tions, Tribes and Tongues, a viſible Reprefentation — 
1 What 
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what fo much defire beforehand; and deli 

| oat thy ina dire hſordhund, und 4 
| true the Godhead of the men fave from ell Bur 
| U 


rd ee ee ic to his ere- 
led Spirit in perfect Union with his Godhead ; yet 
there was a certain Propriety in giving to the Spirit 
of the Meffiab, which was created before Time and 
the Creation, and upon that Account called the #f 
horn of every Creature, Coloff. i. 15. 1 
„ the Creation of God, Rev. ni. 14. in giving 
to the Angels and Saints, together with * fin © 
ated, material, and viſible Repreſentation 4 this 
great Subject; eſpecially as this ennobled, and tended 
to ihe Honour + Providence, by which the bleſſed 
* Repreſentation was given, and to the Glor of ity 
— The A 2 confirms this, 
that the dental Miniſtration of the was 
to the Hoſt above, a Manifeſtation of the Wiſdom 
and Purpoſe of God, Pph- iii. 10. © To the Iment that 
nw unto the Principalities and Powers in Beavenh 
Places, might be known by the Church ' the mani 
Wiſdom of God, &c. To Men upon Earth 
rative prophetic Providences were given, inſtead 
verbal Revelation, which in thoſe Times was only 
in the Progreſs of Exhibition, and far from being 
compleat. The Shadows of good Things to come were 
a Part of the Admiration and Study of Angels, and 
of ſpiritual Men of old, 1 Pet: i. 12. Unto whom it 
was revealed, that not unto themſelves, 35 univ us they 
did miniſter the Things which are now reported unto you, 
by them that have preached the Goſpel unto you, 101th 
the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven; tohich" Things 
the Angels defire to look into. And the fame Spirit of 
Revelation, who.now erplainetk the Word == | 
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did no doubt at that Time explain the Work of Pro. 
vidence of God, which figured Things to come to 
Believers, or by which God repreſented; and on 
the other hand, Believers, by the Help of the Spirit 
of Revelation, ſaw ile Day of Chriſt, and of his 
Church ; of his Goſpel Church- eſpecially. And 
thoughgit muſt be owned, that the Day of Chriſt 
upon Earth was. the principal Subject of the Types, 
yet the Day of the Church, i. e. its Time, Courſe and 
Condition in the World, was alſo a proper Subject of 
foregoing Repreſentations. Abrabam, abb ſaw Giri 
Day upon Earth, and rejoiced at the Sight, Jobm viii, 
56. no doubt | ſaw ſome way into the Day of the 
Goſpel, Church, which is the End and Effect of 
Chriſt's Day, and grounded upon it, and rejoiced at 
the Sight. And the Prophets, who propheſied of 
the glorious Miniſtration and Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel that was to follow. after Chriſt's Sufferings, 
much ſtudied them, and in ſome valid Meaſure un- 
derſtoad them, 1, Pet. 12. As Abraham by theſe 
Means ſaw. Chrift's Day; ; ſo we have upon the —— 
Ground Reaſon to think, that Jacob, another grea 
Patriarch, and Figure of the Męſiab, ſaw che Da Day 
of Chriſt, and of — Goſpel in himſelf and Flock, 
through Faith and the Illumination of God's Spirit. 
His eminent Piety, his high Communion and Friend- 
ſhip with God, and his being himſelf a Figure of 
the Meſſiab, to whom the Father had given, and was 
yet to give him in the Fleſh a View of his ſpiritual 
Kingdom, confirms this Opinion. His Flock, and 
the notable Agency of Providence about it, was to 
Jacob inſtead of that Part of Revelation, both pro- 
phetic and hiſtorical; which reſpecteth the Church; 
and was a Subject of great Inſtruction and Conſola- 
tion unto him under his great Labour and Affliction 
about his Flock. It is very unlikely that God would 


Work 


at may be, that no Man's Flock could be a * * 
Emblem of the Church, who was not himſelf a Fi- 


gure of Chriſt the great Shepherd. Jacobs Flock 
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work a Miracle to make his Flock a n * his 
Church, and yet not lead him any way into the 
Myſtery or ſpiritual Signification of it. No Reaſon 
can be given why Abraham alone ſhould ſee the 
Goſpel Day, and none of the other eminent Patri- 
archs ſee it but himſelf. Theſe are the moſt ob- 
vious Reaſons why the Lord gave this, and other Re- 
ntations of 5 Goſpel Church, ſo ug before- 
d unto the World. 

4. I come to ſhew aul Jacob's Flock was made a Figure 
of it: There muſt have been ſomeReaſons for this alſo: 
Theſe that follow are the moſt obvious and likely. 
Flocks of Sheep indeed in their own Nature, with- 
out any extraordinary Operation of Providence. about 
them, are a Repreſentation of the People of God 
in the World, who upon that Account are often 


called Sheep in Scripture, and Chriſt in Relation to 


them called Shepherd. As they repreſent the Church 
in their own Nature, they were a proper Matter to 
be made a Figure of the Church by ſome peculiar 
and extraordinary Agency of — to that End, 
at ſome Time or other; when many Circumſtances 
would concur together with Time to bring ſuch an 


Effect to paſs. This was the Caſe. here, many 


Things concurred to make Jacob's Flock a Type of 
the Church of God in general, and of the. Goſpel 


Church in particular. He himſelf -was a Type-of 
Chriſt, and his Flock upon that Account was pro- 


per to be made a Figure of Chriſt's Church; and 


alſo was made to figure the Church, | becauſe his 


Wives, who, though they were Emblems of the 


Church, Jeriſb and Gentile yet could not fully, and 


in Regel ſufficiently great and numerous, figure it 


with- 


* 


$ own it to be ſuch appear, when we conſider that it 


 . ava Part of Revelation worthy of. much Notice 


— 198 the Time he 
| lived 1 going from — and ſerving in 2 
ſtrange County for his Wives and Flocks; the Deal. 


pak at no other time. 
Thus I have ſufficient hinted at the e why | 


God, by the Agency of his Provi- 
dence, made Jacobs Flock a $ dow of that great 


good Thing to come, the I 


I come at laſt to che Uſe of che Subject. 3-4 

H. See hance how true it is, that the Tranſac- 
tion recorded in the Text, was an eminent Tranſattia 
and Piece ꝙ Prouidenc. All that hath been ſaid here 
upon the Subject, is a ſufficient Evidence of the 
Doctrine aſſerted at firſt, that it was an eminent Piece | 
of - Providence. It muſt be owned to be fo, as it 
was not a common, but a miraculous 
Work of Providence. Should we take it only in a 
literal Senſe, we muſt own it to be an uncommon 
Work of God; much more will our Obligation to 


contained a ſpi ion of great Importance 
and Inſtruction. And for that Reaſon the Words: aof 
the Text, which is the Record and Memorial of this 
ancient Work of Providence, ſhould be looked upon 


all Men. It ſhould be ſtudied, preach d, heard 
ſorious Attention, and the Uſe be made of it which 
is ſuttable to its Deſign: Why hath this Part of 
an en ee. 66— | 
ting 
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it until now, that we know of, ſecing it 

N Treaſure, or many Inſtructions of great 
? Let more Uſe be made of it from 
henceforth to the End of Time. It was not put up- 
ys ods yr for Uſe: And the is both 
reofitable- and delightful to be heard. It was not 
recorded in divine Revelation without ſome great 
Reaſon. 
1. dee hence, how eminent. a Shadow of Chrifts 
durch Jacob's Flack uns.“ We have already ſhewed 
that it figured it in twelve Particulars, in each of 
which the Repreſentagion was very notable, and 
wonderful to e with, the Eye of the Mind. 
The Subject which it ted was the of 
all, — Son of Gl hin himſelf, who re chic 
Subject af Revelation; and the R 1 of it 
vas alſo very great, and anſwerab a. very great 
Part of verbal Revelation. It is i ole: that this 
ancient Flock of Sheep, ſhould in wy o many ſhining 
Particulars reſamble wich Church of God, without a 
Deſign that it ſhould be fo. We may for that Reaſon 
then conclude, that when the People of God are 
called Sheep, the Reference muſt be rather to ſuch 
Flocks of Sheep as were formed by the Providence 
of God to be * Shadows of the Church; ſuch as 


82 . _ than Wa Sheep in com- 


mon ——— 
cd Oh Chucch; dite d — bo cy of Pro- 
vidence abaut them to make them Shadows of it. 
Neaſon leads us to conclude, that the Reference muſt 
be rather to theſe, than the other. Jacub s Flock 
the Hand of God, malt certainly then be a Shadow 


af the Church of God. He: muſt be a ſtrong Un- 


believer: that ſees in how many Things it reſembled 
r 9 good. Counte- 
| nance 
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| mance queſtion its being a deſigned Repreſentation if 
it. Neither is it enough for us to ſay only that it 
was ſome Figure of it, unleſs we ſay that it * 1 
| notable, yea a very notable" Figure of it; nay," the 
Explanation of the Subject will warrant us to by 
that it was, as to any other Flock in the World, in 
incomparable Shadow of it. For tho' I cannot'ſay 
that it was a fingular Figure of Chriſt's Church, 'the 
Flocks of ſuch Perſons as were Types of Chriſt, fach 
as Abel, Moſes, David, &c. by reaſon of their Rela. 
tion to Perſons in that Circumſtance, muſt be ſome 
Figures of God's People: Yet I muſt ſay, that there 
was no Flock in the World that was ſuch a Figure | 
of the Church as Jacob's Flock was, as there was'no 
ſuch Agency of Providence about any other, in any 
Age of the World, as about that; nor no Man in 
Circumſtances ſo proper to make his Flock a Re- 
-preſentation of it as Jacob. was: It was then of that 
Kind an incomparable Repreſentation, the like 
whereof never was in the World, either before or 
after, until now; nor never will be hereafter," The 
Appearance of God is great and wonderful in wk 

A aer ah ores 

2. Learn fartber, that Jacob himſelf vas s Figir 
of Chrifh, as his Flock was of the Church of Chrift. 
All the eminent Men under the Old Teſtament, 
whoſe Lives are written at large, were ſome Repre- 
ſentatives of the Meſiab; ſo muſt Jarob be = | 
the reſt. — ore y epherds, 4 
Abrabam, Jſaac, Jucub, and his —— Moſes and 
Dau, whole Flocks muſt be ſome Shadows 106 the 
Church, as they themſelves were Shadows of Chriſt, 
_ — Shepherd or Paſtor of Souls. Nor is t 
— for their Flocks to 
they themſebves not be in 4 


An 
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ent 5 of Chit ſo great 5 as that he 
: To hs the N ame of Apr: 
Luke xvi. 22. of D 200 Exel. Xxiv. ＋ 
rng. He was « Figu re of Chriſt, i 
uentage, Servitude and Work Bis Marriage, il- 


ten, ns, Piety, Bleffings ; and Es 
4 lock. 152 Wa, 1 30 4 
This will ſoon appear, ; Upon A ag os jo 
ker and Application of his Life to Chriſt's; 
real Authors, as Guild, Mather, Symon, = 
je heed, how en was a Type of. Chrilt to 
ee 2 =o indeed” among the moſt 
minent o onal Types. 

Learn yet farther, bow the Things of the cap 
in the Old Tehtament. Here is one of 
retained that may be produced to ſhew, that 
contains moſt Thin relating to 'theGoſpelChurth, 
kat are either foretold in 3 08 n or r 
| pi the Calpe 57 7 about it; yea, an 
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ular a Manner, and with ſuch' glaring E. 
ence, as one would hope will be a deli fal Sur: 
2 to ſuch Readers as ak not Npifies by Unbel 
and the Curſe attending it; but are humble aud 
lively, and poſſeſſed of a ſpiritual Sight and Taſte in 
any competent Meaſure : So that one might be ready 
to ſay, what is it that is very material relating to the 
Church, which the Figure in its full Extent doc 
not point at? Chriſt and his Church are all the Subs 
jects of the Types of the Old Teſtament; and' there 
is nothing relating to them that is not repreſented i 
one or other of theſe. The Old Teſtament was tht 
Goſpel in a Parable, and the Goſpel 6n the other 
Hand is the Old Teſtament explained. 
F. We hence infer, the great Reſpect of Gol n 
tis Servant Jacob, from this miraculous Operation 
| bis Bebaff, and ſerving to ſuch Ends. The foy 
Pleaſure of God indeed is among the Grounds of hy 
Operations; but extraordinary Mercies at the ſame 
Time muſt be the Effect of "ki Love, and an Ind 
cation of it equal to their Greatneſs. God ſaid i 
after his Death, Jacob have 7 loved, Mal. i. 2. Yo 
and before he had any other Being than only in t 
: Purpoſe of God, as the Apoſtle aſſerts, Rom. is. 10 
1, 12, 13. This Tranſaction recordet] in ds 
is one of the Evidences of his Love. There v 
indeed many other Evidences of God's Reſpect uf 
him, ſuch as his bringing about the Birthright, a 
dhe great patriarchal Bleffing unto him out of the com 
mon Way. His Appearance unto him at Bethel 
many Children, and theſe the Fathers of the Chure 
for two thouſand Years, and Figures of the Apt 
The Appearance of the Angels unto him at M 
aim, to deliver him from his Brother Eſau. 
es with the Angel of the Covenant, and pf 
Wop 1 lng for the Bleſſing. The Exaltation of Arn 
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ue, and the Maintenance of him, 5 of his Fa- 


0 
1 


2 


hace juſtly among the chief of God's Favours to 
im, as it was in its own Nature great and extraor- 
* and the Deſigns and Effects of it various _ 


6 "Ga en culiar Reſpect to the Goſpel Church me 
ar! from bis formin 1 great a re e and 
m eminent Picture of it by the extraordinary Ope- 
ations of bus Providence fo long beforehand, as more 
han two thouſand Years. By one Thing and another, 
Lord hath given undoubtedly. a Repreſentation 
f his Church that is both exact and full, or a true 
d complete Picture of it to his Son, the Angels, 
de Saints in Glory, and the Church upon Earth 
1 the ceremonial Law, and in all the Things, that 
jy the peculiar Agency of divine Providence were 
vrmed in the Times of old to this Deſign. So that 
dow, in the advanced Age of the Evangelick Church, 
ie who are beſt acquainted with its Conſtitution 
| State, both at preſent, and in the many paſt Ages 
f Chriſtianity, may ſay, that the Evangelick Church 
ruly anſwers the Repreſentation given of it of old; 
id tothe End of Time it will (till do ſo: So that 
Fe may ſay again, that Time, as it goes on, is ſtill 
enifying the antient Repreſentations given of it; the 
gure of it in the Text repreſenting it to the End of 
Lime, and beyond Time unto Eternity. For Ja- 
vs Flock paſſing thro Jordan ſafely into Canaan, 
0 his preſenting them to his Father, figured the 
aſt Tranſactions about the Evangelick Church in 
de End of Time and Beginning of Eternity; even 
heir Paſſage thro Death ſafely to Heaven, and their 
King preſented by Chriſt unto the Father. This 
pritual Picture of Chriſt's Spouſe, and the Queen of 
es, was made up ner” 
6 . | ther, 
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ily from him, Cc. But this in the Text takes 
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dls. 52 3 the Church. Every * * 
gure of it repreſenting ſomething of it, "Tang this in 
the Text among the reſt] which another could ng 
repreſent. I know no ſingle Figure of it that can by 
match'd with this in the Text for Number of Parth 
culars and Peculiarities together; for the Truth d 
which we appeal to the preceding er ch of the 
Subject. As Men get a Picture of ſuch as they 
greatly value, and preſerve it with great Care; 5 | 
Lord's giving a Picture of his Church in his Prov 
dence and Word, -and preſerving his Word contains 
ing it, with ſuch peculiar Care, is one of the mat 
= Evidences of his great Reſpe& to his Church 
and is alſo ſome peculiar Demonſtration, of it. Thi 
leads me naturally to infer, 
y $1 The great Excellency. of the Church in | gener 
but. of the Goſpel Church in particular, from God 
giving fuch a Repreſentation of it; and operating i 
extraordinary a Manner, to give this Reprele 
tation of it ſo long beforehand. Men in this Wot 
do not uſe to have the Pictures of mean Peri 
drawn, (or if thcy do, it is an Abuſe of the / 
but of ſuch as are eminent ſome Account 
other; as for Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Learning, Di 
nity, Succeſs in War, Beauty, &c. or becauſeth 
are dearly beloved, or nearly related; ſo the Churd 
of Chriſt, eſpecially his Goſpel Church, is the mal 
excellent Part of this lower Creation; for the SM 
of which the World, and all that ig in it was mad 
That, for the Sake of which Chriſt empried him 
of his Glory, took the Form of a Servant, and loſt 
Life and Blood, muſt be very excellent. 
many and near Relations i it bears to God, imports1 
4 Excellencies. The Saints are his Children, oY , 
Subjects and Kingdom; his Houſe and Place; 
Jewels; Chriſts Crown of Glory, and or” 7 
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mage upon it; his great love towards it; and his 


id Beauty of the Church. And the Pfalmiſt com- 


within ; ber Clothing is of wrought Gold. Believers are 
ol's Treaſure, yea his peculiar Treaſure, Pal. cxxxy, 
And God's peculiar Treaſure muſt be very ex- 


abt, Jaiab xlili. 4. Since thou was precious in my 
Welt, We ſhould eſteem them as God doth. _ 
8. From this Explanation of the Subject, we may 
% an Inflance, how the Agency of God and Man 
i Aber in the great Work of Providence. In the 
ock of Creation God wrought alone. In the We 


de Creature, who was not capable of giving him 
Uſtance in the Work ; according as the Prophet 
kclares, 1/aiah Ixiii. 3—5. T have trodden the Wint- 
eſe alone ; and of the People there was none with me : 
I will tread them in mine Anger, and trample them 
vm Fury; and their Blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my 
mente, and I will tain all my Raimem, &c. Nej- 
er doth the Co-operation of Man enter with God 
Ito the Work of Regeneration ; the Thing begotten | 


in degetting ; the Caſe is the ſame in the Spiritual 


* 
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Dial in bis Hand, Iſalah Ixii. 3. His Army, his 

brouſe, Ge. all ſhewing the Excellency of the 

birch, The | Spouſe, of Chriſt well deſerved the 

jqure in the Text, anq; every other Repreſentation 

it in ancient Times; 1 2 the Foot of God's 
lo 


ry reſulting from it. Much of che Book of 
mticls is taken up in ſetting out the Excellencies 


nends both her inward Beauty and outward Dreſs, | | 
ol. xiv. 13. The King's Daughter is all glorious 


lent. They are upon this Account precious in his 


Wh kedemption the Son of God alſo wrought without = 


n Nature itſelf cannot pofſibly aſſiſt him chat begets . 


orld... God alone is ſhewed in the Word of Truth 
sche Author of it, and N on the Crea- 
es Side; but his own ſovereign Will the ſole Mo- 
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tive of it Yobn 3 i. 13, ih were barn, WI ! 
nur of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, | 
of God. And Jam. i. 18. Man may come to th 
Means whereby the Change is effected, but Ga 
muſt work he Change itfelf, A Woman may; 
ſoon conceive without the Help of a Man, as th 
Church bear ſpiritual Children without the Seed 4 
Gad, i. e. his Grace communicated thro' the Word 
Regeneration. But there may be, and often hat 
been, the Agency of God with Man, and Man 
Agency with God, not only in the common, hy 
alſo in the extraordinary Works of Providence ; 
_ Inſtances of which are very numerous in Scripturs 
MNoab made the Ark to fave himſelf and | Famuly, by 
- God gave him the Direction how to do it, and la 
him in it. Abraham lay with Sarab when he beg 
Jaac, and Manacb with his Wife when he be 
. Sampſon, but it was God that made their tag 
Wombs fruitful, Meoſes uſed his Rod, but it ws 
God that made the Uſe of it effectual to bring t 
. Plagues of Egypt, He alſo .ſet up the Serpent 
Braſs and ſmote the Rock, but God made bot 
.effectual. Likewiſe the 7/7 dew borruwed the Ve eſe 
and foured the Oil, but it was the divine Power thi 
- Increaſed it. So likewiſe the Diſciples caſt the N 

at the right Side of the Ship, but i 55 was Chriſt 
made the Caſting ſucceſsful, -. The Jews rolled i 
Stone from Lazarus's his Grave, but Chriſt muſt. 
him from the Dead: And here in the Text, Jad 
did cut the Rods, peeled them, put them in the Wi 
ters, and ſet the Faces of the locks . towards tho 
which had any White in their Coats of Hair; but 
was the Power of God that made theſe. effeQual 
| 2 a Colour, which was not in the Power | 
the Flock to produce of themſelves, or by any Meal 
without the divine Agency; even white LY 
ordeſe 
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ordered or variegated into the Form of Streaks and 
Spots. The producing of which was the principal 
Deſign of the divine Operation and Miracle. o 
produce the black Colour, let every Man obſetve, 
was no Part of the Miracle, but only the Spots and 
Streaks of White, by which Means the black Colour 
was neceſſarily formed into Spots and Streaks. The 
Black was natural, which repreſented the Sin and 
Miſery natural to Man in his fallen State. The 
White alone was ſupernatural in thoſe, upon whom 
it was produced by a Miracle; which-reprefented 
the Piety and Felicity of the Saints. This exattly 
repreſented how God hath appointed no Means, 
nor exerciſes. his Power by Means, to produce the 
Blackneſs of a ſinful Convetſation; tho” indeed he 
. hath appointed Means, and works with them, topuniſh 
Sin with the Blackneſs of Miſery ; and doth alſo order 
and terminate Sin, as well as he doth order and ter- 
minate the Miſery attending it. He terminates the 
Sins of his People by his Grace, and their Miſery 
by his Felicity; juſt as the White in this figurative 
Flock, which ſignified both Grace and Felicity, did 
terminate and take much Place of the Black; Which 
figured their Sin and Miſery. We reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, that at firſt, before the Fall, God made x | 
firſt of the Sheep, male and female, of a white Co- 
lour, without any Mixture of Black; but that they 
became Black in whole, and in Part, after Sin entered, 
and the Curſe for it, which reached all the Beaſts of 
the Field, Gen. iii. 14. even unto their Colour. We 
ſee how the Curſe for Sin hath reached the human 
Complection in the Indians and Africuns; which 
helps to confirm, that it muſt affect for the worſe the 
Colour of Beaſts. The black Colour, after the Fall, 
+ Was proper to repreſent, and is in Scripture” often” 
Made to repreſent the Sin and Miſery of Kallen Na- 
K 4 | ture "= 
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dier; but the Dar in this 
Fock vas proper to figure out the Reſtoration of 
= - Chrift's.ele& Church to Grace and Glory, Piety and 
- "Felicity, by the Power of God, thro* the Means of 
© © Grace. If theſe had not been made White by 4 
Miracle, they had been all over Black; ſo had thoſe 
Who have believed, been nothing but Sin and Miſery 
all over, without Grace. But now Grace and Felicity 
takes much-placeof the Blackneſs of Sin and Miſery, 
but ſtill a Mixture of both; as in Jacob's Sheep there 
was a white Streak and a black Streak, a white Spot 


p _ 
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and a black Spot, going together Side by Side all over 
them; juſt © our Sins and Afflictions conſtantly at. 
tend our Graces and Proſperity throughout our whole 
Sener A Reinant of the oppalite Corruption a 
12 — every Grace, both in its inward and outward 
Exerciſe, And theſe 10 75 and terminate each 
dther in their Extent and Exerciſe, Gal. v. 17. For 
the Hab Iufteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt 
' the Nb: And theſe are contrary the one to the other ; } 
Jo that ye cannot do the Things chat ye would. So Prol- 
perity and Adverſity are ſet againſt each oth G Eccleſ. | 
| ah 4 Juſt as the 2 Colours of White and 
Hhlack repreſenting them did terminate, as. well as 
Attend each other. They would have been all Black 
4 i the White did not hinder ; and the Black on the 
”, other, hand ſtood in the Way of their being all over 
White. So the Saints would have been perfeftly 
holy and happy, but that their Corruptions hinder. 
I be Blackneſs of Corruption is natutal, but the 
White of Holineſs and Happineſs, is the Effect of 
divine Power. Man can only uſe the Means, God 
miuſt make them effectual; and he worketh by 
. Means, and with them, in order to honour his own 
Creation, which. is ſo excellent as to be a proper In- 
nnen 
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God did in the Matter: He made both the Rods 
and the Flock, and the Water alſo which th 
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poſe: He any Thing made, of 85 Jar 
one Time or gther made the Inſtru 2 
1 according to the ſaying of David, F 
All are thy Servants ; the fallen Ae 


ITS 


es not exc 44 2 Chron. xvili. 18 to 22: 


0 


i, 22, and Chap, ui. 6, Ge. It is alſo his WE, 4 


5 make 1 k all the Works of his glands tq. 
ompliſh his bleſſed Will. 
„Ser how much greater is the wor bing of G 
1 47 working of Man in the extraordinary Works 
— 2 ; even where Man hath the Honour of wwork- 


© ing together with God. Jacob' 4 Part in cutting the 


Rods, peelin K them in the Water, and 


ſetting the Faces 
the mix'd Coloured, was but a ſmall lung to what - 


drank. It was God that made the Sight of thi 
Means effectual to gain an End beyond Nature's 
Courſe. Jacob ſhewed the white Colour, and the 
Form of it; but it was God that made the Colour: 


and the Faith by which Jacub believed the Means 


would take effect, was then, as always it is, the Gift of 


Cad. Some will attribute this to the Power of Ima- 


| 4" only. But though there have been ſeveral - 
ces of th great Power of it in the Courſe bf 


Time, ſome of whom cannot be attributed to the. | 


Divine Power out of the way of Nature; but to. © 
Nature: only But this here cannot be attributed 


with any 1 7 ta the Force of natural Imagination, 


as it was, done for ſeveral Years; as the Laage 


were numerous and orderly; Which meer Natuze - 
doth nat obſerve in this Caſe: and as; the like higgh 


not happened fince in the World from that Time un 


to this Day; though many in that long Cburle 8 * 8 


Time, who wanted to 2 che Colour of their 
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the conceiving . Flock trwards = 


8 
* EY * I; | | 
+ Flock, Aa; Reaſon to think, tried the Ex. 
n unleſs they abſtained becauſe they had : 
WR: neither the Grounds to make the Attem _ , nor F ow 
WP > to believe the Succeſs as Facob hal. 0 
=” Nature, the Beaſts bring 2 Young of the Co 255 
pf their Parents, either the Male or Female, of 2 © 
Mixture of both their Colours. But here they |} 
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brought their Young. of the Colour of the Rods, 
and of thoſe of the Flock which they looked upon. 


And in after Ages, the Inſtances of thoſe Beaſts, 
which have brought their Young of the Colour of 


thoſe whom they looked upon in the Time of Con- 


ception, are ſo rare, and ip uncertain, as not to de- 


ſerve to be produced as an oo eCtion. againſt this 
Subj ect of divine Revelation. This here indeed was 


* y an Effect of the . of the conceivitlg « | 
| bas, but not of their Imagin Wes, only, or of 


E. a common Way; but of their 
Tag on impreſſed by the divine Power working 
upon it, from the Coloats looked upon : [Such as 


Will not believe this, but attribute the whole to the 


Power of Imagination only, ought firſt to try Ex- 
2 in order to be ſure of it:] and was an Ef-. 


both of the divine Power, and of Jacobs Faith 


5 in the Uſe of the Means which he uſed to obtain 


and a ſupernatural Thing in itſelf, even believing a 


the End. In which we ſee he did but little as com- . 


pared with God's Agency; though he did a great * 
Thing out of Natare's Power. Every one that 


II -works with God, may fay, as Humble Gideon did to 


the Ephraimites, - What have I done now in Compariſon 


of yt j Jud ges viii. 2. Yet it is as great an Honour 
40 


Man to 5 with God, as it is a Condeſcenſion 


in God to work with Man. The People of Tjratl 


| - Sought it the greateſt Thing they could ſay in — 
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And it proved 
d ever followed unh ſome 
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